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PREFACE 


ANY books have been written about 
Gambling and the evil effects of bad 
associations, but as far as the writer 

of this book has been able to ascertain, it has 
been reserved for him to publish the first 
work that thoroughly exposes the crooked 
methods, the mechanical devices and code 
systems employed by the professional gam- 
bler in order to surely obtain the money of 
the non-professional player, who risks his 
money under the delusion that he has an 
even chance for his money. 

The writer is thoroughly capable of han- 
dling the subject, for during the thirty-one 
years that he has devoted to collecting the 
data for this work, he has been intimate with 
the most noted gamblers in the country, 
operators of all classes, who have plied their 
vocation in the largest gambling hells in 
the country, where only the wealthy and 


most exclusive were allowed to enter, and in 
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the less pretentious “joints” where the lowest 
classes of society congregated to woo the 
fickle Goddess of Fortune. 

He has been personally acquainted with 
the smoothest confidence “operators” in 
America, and is thoroughly familiar with 
their methods of operation. This exposé of 
their different systems of working their 
“oraft’’ is, we believe, the first time the facts 
in their entirety have been given to the pub- 
lic. The stories illustrating the working of 
the ‘‘games”’ were all related to the writer by 
one of the participants in each incident. 

The writer has not been persuaded to write 
this book through any feeling of vindictive- 
ness against the individual gambler, but with 
the realization of the folly and unproductive- 
ness of such dishonorable methods of gaining 
a livelihood and the earnest desire that he 
may be the means of preventing others from 
falling into the same evil way, by showing 
them the utter impossibility of even a chance of 
success in trying to beat the other man’s game. 

Before turning the manuscript over to the 
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printers, we have submitted it to the perusal 
of a number of the leading divines, profes- 
sional men, peace officers and reform workers 
in the community, all of whom have heartily 
endorsed the work and urged its speedy pub- 
lication. 

It is the author’s desire that his hopes may 
be realized in no small degree, and that the 
work may be productive of good results by 
dispelling the illusion of getting something for 
nothing by gambling in any form, and pre- 
vent many from entering into any plausible 
but crooked scheme that might be presented 
to them, and in which they might use their 
own money or he tempted to use the funds 
entrusted to them by others. A careful read- 
ing of this book cannot fail to have the 
effect of making men more clean, the business 
man better and the employee more trust- 
worthy; in fact, better the condition of all 
classes. With this object solely in view, we 
submit it to the approval of a discerning 
public. 
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Latter-Dap Saints’ Digh School 


Salt Lake City, Utah 


April 14, 1914 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

I have taken great pleasure in 
looking over the manuscript of the book 
entitled "The Destruction of Mephisto's 
Greatest Web," by H. K. James. The book 
is intensely interesting, in fact fasci- 
nating in style and treatment, and in 
story. But the book is more than inter- 
esting: it is a very valuable contribu- 
tion to the social literature of our 
nation. The graft, swindles, and gam- 
bling games herein exposed have caused 
the ruin of thousands of men and the 
desolation of hundreds of homes. The 
book is therefore a valuable contribu- 
tion in that it shows young men the folly 
of taking part in any game of chance or 
in any speculation whereby they hope to 
gain something for nothing. I sincerely 
hope that the book may find wide cir- 
culation and be studied by those who are 
tempted. Mr. James has rendered a service 
to his people by exposing for them the 
dishonest methods of all games of chance. 

Very truly yours, 
O. J. P. WIDTSOE, 


Principal 
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Salt Lake City Public Schools 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


I have examined "The Destructiom of 
Mephisto's Greatest Web" by H. Ke James 
and think it the best expose of crooked 
work in the underworld and the overworld, 
too, that I have ever seen. It surely 
will do much to enlighten the general 
public in "the ways that are dark" and 
thus aid materially in doing away with 
those evil practices. 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. A. EATON 


first Congregational Church 
Salt Lake City, Atah 


February 12, 1914 


If having the different gambling 
and fraud devices clearly set forth can 
be of deterrent value to those who are 
tempted to fall because of them, then 
the article written by Mr. H. Ke James 
will be of great service. It is clear, 
strong, and convincing. 


ELMER I. GOSHEN 
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Salt Lake City Corporation 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


February 16, 1914 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


I have perused the manuscript "The 
Destruction of Mephisto's Web" and I 
am satisfied, after a brief examination 
of the same, that it will prove of great 
benefit to the unsophisticated in the 
different devices used by all kinds of 
sureething men and games, in wising 
them up so to speak, and put them on 
their guard. 


I therefore take pleasure in recom- 


mending the same. 
Be. F. GRANT 
Chief of Police 
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}Obillips Congregational Church 


Salt Lake City, Mtad 


February 26, 1914 


I want to commend the work "The 
Destruction of Mephisto's Web," the ex- 
pose by Mr. H. K. James of a very wide 
variety of gambling devices and frauds. 
In a time that turns to the call for 
honor and sincerity and when light has 
fallen on the iniquity of conscienceless 
Pinance in high places, it is well to 
have asserted anew the crookedness of 
gambling and the hopelessness of the 
ordinary citizen succeeding in beating 
the game. 


PETER A. SIMPKIN 
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INTRODUCTION 


T has required thirty years of diligent 

search and inquiry to accumulate the 

evidence necessary for the publication 
of this book. Much of this information 
has been gained from ex-gamblers, confidence 
men and grafters who are now reformed 
and engaged in legitimate lines, very much 
ashamed of their past. Considerable aid 
has been given by victims who have been 
“fleeced,” and who, desiring to protect 
others, have explained the part that they 
had taken and how they had been per- 
suaded to engage in shady transactions, 
which invariably resulted in their own ruin 
and which was very often followed by dis- 
grace. In order to give the object lessons 
intended, it will be necessary to relate 
some of the experiences of the ‘‘con’’ men 
in their swindling schemes. Also experi- 
ences as related by some of the victimized. 


This the writer will do, changing the names 
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of the actors and of the cities in which the 
different ‘grafts’? were operated, so as not 
to rake over old sores or cause noto- 
riety that would be of no benefit to the 
reader. 

In presenting “‘The Destruction of Me- 
phisto’s Greatest Web,” the writer positively 
places before the public the utter folly of 
expecting to reap any result but ruin and 
disgrace to themselves and families by gam- 
bling or associating with gamblers, confidence 
men or grafters. 

From this explanation fe will readily be 
seen that it would require years to become 
proficient enough to even protect oneself 
from one of the many specialties of the 
grafter, but even were one able to gain 
this knowledge, he would still be at the 
mercy of new methods and devices which 
are constantly being presented. Thus it 
is that the professional gambler, notwith- 
standing his experience with deceit, is very 
often cheated at his own game, and although 
the dealers in the various gambling houses 
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receive from five to twenty dollars per day 
for the part they take in crooked dealings, 
they are never able to save any money, 
for they, in turn; are swindled by dealers 
in other lines, all to the profit of the un- 
scrupulous proprietors. This should cer- 
tainly show the working or business men 
that they have no possible chance, with 
their limited opportunities, for gaining a 
knowledge of the inside workings of the 
grafting games. 

It is the desire of the writer to further 
illustrate to the young man who may have 
entertained the idea of taking up this nefa- 
rious line as a business, that not only is dis- 
grace attached which will ostracize him and 
his family from respectable society, but it 
is the most expensive education one can 
have, requiring a lifetime of study and con- 
stant application, in addition to being forced 
to mingle with absolutely the lowest class, 
the tutors being grafters and ‘‘blacklegs.”’ 
On the other hand, with a fair education, 
he can take up any professional career and 
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in from four to six years attain the top. 
This is an utter impossibility in the graft- 
ing lines, as there is no height to attain; 
only miserable failure in the end. 

The writer expects, by the publication 
of this book, to accomplish more than legis- 
lation, moral persuasion and the efforts of 
betterment leagues have ever accomplished 
in suppressing these evils, for the reason 
that those who have heretofore tried, though 
knowing the evils that existed, did not 
understand the methods employed, but the 
writer has accumulated a knowledge of the 
inside workings of the various grafts. He 
now understands why former efforts have 
been almost barren of beneficial results and 
have only accomplished that of driving men 
out of business who were contented with 
the natural percentage without the graft 
that is now attached, and which gives the 
patrons no chance whatever, but has now 
created a much more calamitous state of 
affairs, that of sharpening the wits of the 
already shrewd operators in these lines, mak- 
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ing “sure thing men” and their places of 
business “sure thing joints.” Where the 
patrons did have a fighting chance in the 
past, the word chance has been entirely 
eliminated and the evil still exists in a 
much more harmful manner, for it has 
created opportunities for some dishonestly 
inclined city officials to derive a revenue 
by allowing the swindlers to operate, the 
inducements offered being much larger than 
before. The reason of this is that, by the 
laws now in effect, gambling house propri- 
etors and grafting operators are subject to 
the same penalty if detected, viz: paying 
large fines and serving jail sentences for 
running their games with some degree of 
fairness, with only natural profits, as they 
are if they install crooked devices and 
methods that enable them to win every 
dollar that is placed against their games. 
It is under these conditions that they take 
no chance of losing, and by winning every 
dollar played, which they do at all times, 
they are able to pay more for protection. 
3 
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In the cities where gamblers are unable to 
corrupt the officials by buying this protec- 
tion, the patrons are still up against it, but 
in a worse form, because the proprietors, 
aware of the penalties they are liable to 
and not knowing how soon it will be before 
they are apprehended, will win every dollar; 
and where the gambling houses have no 
protection, the patrons will, in case of a 
raid, suffer an unenviable notoriety in addi- 
tion to loss of money. 

Now, what about the unsolved problem 
of putting these sure thing men and sure 
thing dens out of commission? It has not 
been accomplished by the tried methods 
of fines and imprisonment, nor has it been 
done by advice. We have all been advised 
against this evil since childhood, and though 
it may have restrained a few, it has aroused 
the curiosity of others and been productive 
of more harm than good. Had this not 
been the case, graft would not be thriv- 
ing as it is in almost every city in the 
world. 
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The writer has conceived the idea of 
educating the public against all grafting 
propositions by the publication of this book, 
with illustrations showing the many cheat- 
ing devices and methods employed and not 
only how they are operated, but how vic- 
tims are obtained and fleeced, explaining 
understandingly how the traps are set with 
the alluring bait that entices millions of 
dollars yearly from the public; also, ex- 
plaining how thousands of men are made 
criminals through the exploiting of different 
swindling schemes. The public, thus enlight- 
ened, will offer the swindlers less opportun- 
ity and will cause the operators, being aware 
of this exposé, to be wary in their approach. 
In this way the unnatural curse wili starve 
to death and the operators will, in self- 
preservation, be forced to turn to legitimate 
lines in order to obtain a livelihood. 

This is the only exposé of this nature 
ever published, exposing for the first time 
cheating methods and devices that have 
been guarded with the utmost secrecy for 
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ages; exposing vices that have ruined more 
families, destroyed more homes and caused 
more suicides than all other evils combined. 
Among them are the devices that have 
enabled the New York gamblers, in that 
city alone, to derive a profit of over $100,- 
000,000 yearly, and for which they have 
paid $2,400,000 annually for protection. It 
was for threatening to expose this graft 
that Herman Rosenthal was killed, and his 
murderers have expiated their crime in the 
death chair. Rosenthal should have known 
better than to think that a class of people who 
were making so much money on the ashes of 
thousands of destroyed homes and the tombs 
of countless victims would allow a_ poor 
worthless gambler’s life to stand in the 
‘way of their future operations; he met 
with the only natural result. 

Aside from exposing all methods and 
devices that are used for cheating in gam- 
bling houses, the writer will expose all other 
kinds of graft, such as clairvoyants and 
fortune tellers; slot machines and all games 
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that are permitted at circuses, fair grounds 
and pleasure resorts; horse racing, some 
stock exchanges and bucket shops. Also 
the different confidence games, among which 
are the foot race, tip game, counterfeiting, 
wire tapping, etc., on which millions of 
dollars are lost annually by the people of 
the United States alone, to say nothing of 
the operations throughout the world, by 
cunning scoundrels, who present to the men 
they intend to victimize the most plausible 
and gigantic schemes for obtaining money, 
and where there is no apparent chance for 
the victim to lose. 

The desire thas is inherent in all man- 
kind, to gain wealth as quickly and with as 
little outlay or labor as possible, creates 
a world-wide field of opportunities for con- 
fidence men and grafters in all lines. The 
business continues to thrive because the 
victims are fleeced by being induced to 
enter into schemes whereby they expect 
to swindle others; after they find that they 
have been ‘double crossed” and they them- 
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selves are the losers, the public is never 
given the full particulars, as the victim 
would then be shown up in an unenviable 
light were it known that the money had 
been lost in an attempt to rob others. This 
is the reason the public always remains in 
ignorance as to the methods employed and 
the alluring inducements offered. 

The parents of our nation spend a great 
deal of money in educating their boys and 
in fitting them for positions that will enable 
them to acquire wealth and position. The 
writer hopes to enable those who have 
attained this enviable position, and who 
may at some time be tempted to enter into any 
of the confidence games or gambling herein 
exposed, to refrain from doing so, thereby re- 
taining their good name and standing; also to 
save their families much sorrow and misery. 

There is scarcely a man, woman or child but 
is affected in some degree by the terrible gam- 
bling evil or by coming in contact with some of 
the many confidence schemes or other forms 
of graft that are exposed in this work. 
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MONG the games that are most thor- 
oughly exposed are the various means of 
cheating at Faro, viz: SQUARE DECKING 

at Faro Bank. The Two Carp SqQurEzE 
Faro Box. Dealing the SINGLE AND DoUBLE 
Opp. Using Humps, Wepcres and Sanp- 
TELL Carps. The Macuing Faro BANK 
Layout. The Macuine Faro Bank Box. 
The last two being the greatest cheating 
devices ever invented. The Mute Ear. 
RovuLetteE WHEEL. The Nerepie Rov- 
LETTE WHEEL. The $3,000 Exectric Rov- 
LETTE WHEEL, with MAGcnetizep Batu. The 
Loapine and SHapine of Dice. ELecrri- 
FIED Dicr, used to cheat with in all dice 
games, such as SLUICE, KLONDIKE, Rocky 
Roap, Tus or Hazarp, Hrmronymus and 
Craps; and used with great success by 
proprietors of cigar stores and saloons where 
dice games are conducted in shaking for 
(39) 
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cigars or drinks, are SerrLeR Dicer, used 
with the aid of a SmootH Box. WHEEL 
oF Fortunes, or Bic Srx. The Canpy or 
Race Horse WueEe,. The Arrow and 
all other SPINDLE WHEELS. ‘TWENTY-ONE, 
SEVEN AND A Har, Draw Poker, Stup 
Poxer. The Exectric Crap Tas, with 
Macnetizep Dick. MercuanicaL Ho.p- 
out Poker TasLe. ReEvoLVING POKER 
TaBLE. Poot Hatuus, where boys are some- 
times permitted to gamble. Pin Poot, 
Pra Poon, SicHt Poon and BasEBALL Poo.. 

SLEEVE Ho.up-out, Vest Pockrntr Ho .p- 
out, Buc Houp-out. MarKkep Carps, 
STAMPED CarRps, CRIMPED Carbs, LumiI- 
Nous Carps and Prickep Carps. Looxkine 
Guass used in the palm of the hand or in 
Rings, Checks, Money, Pipe, Cigarette or 
Cigar Cases. Looking GLASS UNDER THE 
Lirtte Fincer Natt. The SHUFFLING UP 
of Hands. Srconp DEALING, Botrom DEAL- 
ING, SIGNING uP of Hands. Fause SaHur- 
FLING, Cotp Dicxkine, CoLp DECKING FROM 
Lap and other methods used to cheat in 
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all card games, such as PrINocHLE, SoLo, 
Wuist, Pepro, Hic Fivz, Bripaz Waist, 
CRIBBAGE, Forty-FIvE, Eucure, Srxty-six, 
Casino, SEVEN Up, Coon Can, Domino 
Wuist, PAnGINGUE, and Low Batt PoKERr. 
All card games can be cheated in a great 
many other ways than the ones enumerated. 
All of which are fully explained in the 
exposé. 

The writer also exposes the methods used 
in cheating, by the operators of the follow- 
ing games: Wuie Game, FisH GaAmg, 
MatcHinc Doun~aR Gamer, SHELL GAME, 
THREE Carp Monte, PrizE FIGHTER 
WHEEL, Money WHEEL, KENo, LOUISIANA 
Lortery, Mexican Lotrmry, CHrnEsE Lort- 
TERY, Poticy SHops, Stor MAcuinss and 
SLuFF GAMES. 

The clever Conripence Men and the 
METHODS used by them to trap and 
“fleece” the unsophisticated are minutely 
described. 

The Foor Rack Gams, as originated by 
the Mabrey Gang, some of. whom are now 
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serving terms in the Leavenworth Peni- 
tentiary. 


The Trp Game, Faxe Money MAKING 
Macuine, Faxe Horst Racz, Lock Game, 
Pocket Knire and PursE Games, TURF 
EXcHANGES, Fake Race Horse Poot Room, 
Wire Tappina Game. The Methods of 
Booxies and Touts. The CLAIRVOYANTS 
and Fortunge TELLERS and many other 
schemes, not only of how victims are fleeced, 
but more necessary, in order to save others 
from being swindled, it is explained how 
victims are led to the slaughter and made 
to believe that they are to gain fabulous 
sums, without risk to themselves, by agree- 
ing to swindle others. 

The Robbing Sanary Loan SHARKS are 
also shown up; and you will wonder how 
such parasites are allowed to continue im- 
posing their hardships on an already over- 
burdened community. 

Stock ExcHancEes and Bucket SuHops. 

The different adventures as related by 
ex-gamblers, confidence men and grafters; 
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also the sad experiences of the victims, as 
related by themselves, are narratives of 
actual occurrences, re-told by the writer 
without embellishment. 
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CHAPTER. I 
Expost or GAMBLING DEVICES 


Y the laws that are now in force 

gambling has not been suppressed, 

for the evil still continues, but behind 
closed doors, where it is conducted under 
protest, or by buying protection, to which 
places victims are taken in and ‘‘fleeced”’ 
by the following games. 

The game of Faro has always been con- 
sidered the fairest of all banking gambling 
games, but it is as easy to cheat at this as 
in any other game. System players can be 
cheated by what is called “Square Decking,” 
where a “‘Square’”’ Faro Box is used, the 
dealer skilfully builds or “stacks” the cards 
for the next deal as they are being drawn 
from the Faro Box. 

There is also used the two card “‘Squeeze,”’ 
or “Sandtell” Faro Box, which has the 


same appearance as the ‘Square’ Faro 
(45) 
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Box, but costs from $50 to $300 each. 
The cards that are used for dealing from 
these boxes are called ‘‘Humps,” ‘‘Wedges”’ 
and ‘‘Sandtell” cards; by the use of these 
prepared cards the dealer is enabled to 
shuffle them in such a manner that he 
knows the position of all the cards in the 
deck while in the box, and when wishing 
to change their positions in order to cause 
the player to lose, he presses the end of 
the box with his finger in such a way that 
it causes a plate in the box to drop and 
allows two cards to be drawn at the same 
time. This can be done without detection 
by the player. When the two cards are 
drawn out and the finger withdrawn, the 
box relocks itself, and should the dealer 
pass the box over for the player’s inspec- 
tion, it would be declared impossible for 
more than one card to be drawn at a time. 
In dealing with this kind of a Faro Box 
it is necessary to have an accomplice for 
a recorder or case keeper. Without this aid 
the cards would not show up correctly on 
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MacuinE Faro Box 
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the record sheet which is used to tally the 
cards as they are drawn; but with an 
accomplice it is easy, as the dealer signals 
to him with his hand or foot what cards 
are to be marked up, as those that have 
not been shown, being the under cards, 
are invisible to all but the dealer. 

There is the “‘Machine” Faro Bank, the 
greatest cheating device ever invented, and 
cost, when first put in operation in 1901, 
$5,000. It is utterly impossible for the 
player to protect himself when playing 
against this game, for while the dealer holds 
his hands over the Faro Box in a perfectly 
natural manner, waiting for the players to 
place their bets, with his knee he presses 
a lever under the table, which causes an 
opening to be made at the end of the shuf- 
fling cloth; a further pressure causes a 
“thief”? or clasp to project from the opening 
made, which withdraws or replaces the 
fourth card into the table at the will of 
the dealer, thus changing the combination 
and causing the player to lose. The dealer 
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by withdrawing his knee from the lever, 
causes the shuffling cloth and opening in 
the table to close and appear solid to the 
observer, as it shows no evidence of an 
opening having been made. There is no 
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necessity for an accomplice as the case 
keeper when dealing with this kind of a 
Faro Box, for the dealer is at all times 
able to keep his cards correct. The 
“Machine” bank can be used with a high 
“Tayout,” the cards being abstracted by 
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the “thief” and taken into the body of 
the layout instead of down into the table 
beneath the dealer’s hands. 

It would be of no advantage to the dealer 
to take or replace the fourth card if he 
did not know its exact location in the Faro 
Box. For this purpose four little ‘Tells”’ 
or indicators are employed. They are as 
small as the point of a cambric needle; it 
requires a special light over the head of 
the dealer to enable him to see them. The 
Tells are located in the ends of the Faro 
Box and are manipulated by minute grooves 
in the end of the cards. These Tells, by 
denoting the exact position of the cards, 
inform the dealer when to take or replace 
the fourth card in order to cause the player 
to lose his money. For instance, if the 
fourth card should be an ace, it would cause 
one of the indicators to be released; if a 
“two spot,’ two of the indicators would 
be released; if a “‘three spot,” three indica- 
tors would be released, and if a ‘“‘four spot,” 
all four Tells would be displayed. ~ If a 
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King, the first and last of the four indica- 
tors would show; if a Queen, the first and 
third would show, and so on with each 
card in the deck, different combinations 
of the Tells or indicators denoting the exact 
position of each card in the Faro Box, thus 
enabling the dealer to know the exact posi- 
tion of all the cards from the top to the 
bottom of the deck. 

The Roulette Wheel can also be operated 
to cheat with in several different ways. 
The “‘Mule Ear” Roulette Wheel can be 
operated by the dealer, or by any one else, 
from any part of the room, by pressing but- 
tons or screws with either hands or feet, 
causing a device called a ‘‘Mule’s Ear,” 
from its shape, to project from the inside 
of the rim of the wheel opposite the dealer, 
where it is impossible for it to be detected 
by the player. This device, which is only 
about the size of the little finger-nail, causes 
the ball which revolves around the inside 
of the rim to drop in an unplayed number. 

There is also the ‘Needle’ Roulette 
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Wheel, operated in the same manner as the 
Mule’s Ear, only that a needle the size of 
a small cambric needle is used in place of 
the Mule’s Ear. 

There is the expensive Electric Roulette 
Wheel, operated in the same manner as the 
other wheels, only that it is much more 
accurate in its operation, for, by the aid 
of a“magnetized ball and the batteries that 
are concealed in the table, the dealer is 
enabled to draw the ball from any position 
of the wheel, and not necessarily opposite 
the dealer, as in the Mule Ear or Needle 
wheels. This style of table costs as high 
as $3,500. 

“Crap” games are also used to cheat 
with in many ways, one of which is by 
the aid of loaded dice. These dice are bored 
into and the holes thus made are filled with 
a preparation containing quicksilver. The 
“Shaping” of dice is another method em- 
ployed. This is done by slightly filing the 
edges of the dice, but enough to cause the 
dice to “face up” the numbers the dealer 
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desires. Dice prepared in this way are 
“rung in” by the dealers or by ‘‘boosters,”’ 
but the most successful is the expensive 
Electric Crap Table, which, by the aid of 
magnetized dice and batteries concealed in 
the table, the dealer, by pressing screws or 
buttons that are placed on the table, wall 
or floor, is able to make any dice number 
“face up” that he chooses, winning any or 
all bets at will. 

The same methods used in cheating at 
Crap games are used to cheat in all other 
dice games, such as “Sluice,” ‘ Klondike,” 
“Tub” or ‘Hazard,’ “Hieronymus” and 
“Rocky Road.” These games can also 
be cheated with’ the use of a ‘Smooth Dice 
Box” in connection with ‘Settler’ dice and 
are used with great success by proprietors 
of cigar stores and saloons where dice games 
are conducted in shaking for cigars or drinks. 

The “Wheel of Fortune,” sometimes 
termed the “Big Six,” is an expensive and 
usually an attractive device that is used 
in many gambling games. It is sometimes 
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used as a ‘‘Money Wheel,’ the prizes rang- 
ing from one dollar to twenty dollars. Two 
stars placed opposite each other being the 
only percentage the game is supposed to 
have. Sometimes it is used as a ‘Prize 
Fighter Wheel.” In this game, instead of 
money prizes, bets are made on which prize 
fighter the indicator will point to. The 
names and pictures of the most prominent 
fighters of the day are placed on the wheel 
and, as before, the two stars being the per- 
centage numbers. It is also used as a 
“Race Horse Wheel,” having the names 
and pictures of noted horses on the wheel, 
and bets are made as to what horse the 
indicator will stop on. This and all other 
spindle games, such as the “Arrow Wheel,” 
the ‘‘Candy Wheel,” etc., are all used for 
cheating purposes in many ways. By the 
aid of batteries, located in positions where, 
by pressing different buttons, will attract 
the magnet that is concealed in the wheel 
and cause it to stop at any point desired 
by the operator. The ‘Expanding Spindle” 
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will, by pressing buttons, cause the spindle 
on which the wheel revolves to expand and 
with this pressure stop the wheel as before, 
to the advantage of the dealer. ‘There are 
other and cheaper means; that of placing 
the wheel on loose boards, and by pressing 
the feet on these boards, cause the wheel 
to incline just a slight degree, but enough 
to slow up the wheel where it can be stopped 
at an unplayed number, or by pressing the 
hand or elbow upon the stand or table 
upon which the wheel is placed, which will 
have the same effect. But the most com- 
mon method is to press with hands or feet, 
the serews or buttons that are placed on 
the table, wall or floor, causing what appears 
to be one of the screws used to fasten the 
plate upon which the wheel revolves, to 
project and press against the back of the 
wheel to act as a brake, which causes the 
wheel to stop at any number that will 
cause the player to lose. 

The Spindle games survive and continue 
openly their swindling operations in most 
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cities, in spite of the moral wave that has 
forced most other lines of gambling to cover 
behind closed doors, and are strongly in 
evidence at pleasure resorts and during fair 
and carnival times. To the writer, who 
has seen the spindle games operated in a 
great many states where little children of 
both sexes are permitted to gamble for 
prizes or candy, which, if they desired, 
could be exchanged ‘back for cash, it cer- 
tainly looks as if there is something ‘rotten 
in Denmark.” The writer does not mean 
by this remark that he believes all city 
officials to be Danish, but that they cer- 
tainly do not understand the crookedness 
connected, nor the harm that is attached, 
or they certainly would put a quietus to 
games that encourage and permit children 
to be imbued with ideas of gain by gam- 
bling and to invest in games of chance. 
Take, for instance, the Candy Wheel, 
that is thought by many to furnish only 
innocent amusement, where even a mother 
will give her children money to gamble 
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with, unaware of the terrible 
result of which this might be 
the direct cause, by aiding 
her loved ones in their first - 
step to a life that would cause 
her many heartaches. As 
for gain, there is no chance, 
for the wheel is seldom op- 
erated with any degree of 
fairness, as it is only when the 
wheel has sufficient patronage 
as to be able to dispose of 
all the paddles without the 
aid of the hired boosters that 
the operators, satisfied with 
the large profits and quick 


“# sales, do not resort to crooked 
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devices; but when the play 
grows light, rather than delay 
the game, the boosters, a 


number of whom are always employed, will 
purchase with the game’s money the paddles 
that remain unsold. Of course the boosters 
win most of the time, the operator, only for 
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policy, allowing occasionally an outside player 
to win a box of candy to rejuvenate the game. 

Managers who sell these concessions are 
either very ignorant as to, how the games 
are conducted, or very, very guilty in accepting 
money for allowing, usually, outside grafters 
to rob their home people as well as the visitors 
whose patronage is necessary for the support 
of the resort. 

Now to resume the gambling exposé. 
“Twenty-one” and “Seven and a half.” 
The player is cheated in both games in 
the same manner: by the use of marked 
cards, or by reversing the deck, or by the 
dealer dealing at will from the bottom of 
the deck, or taking the second card from 
the top. Another method employed is “‘sign- 
ing up” by the dealer to an accomplice in 
the game, to draw or not to draw. This 
in order to enable the dealer to get the 
card that will enable him to win. 


CHAPTER II 
Exposé oF GAMBLING Devices (Continued) 
The Mechanical Hold-out Poker Table 


ITH this table, the dealer, by 
pressing with his knee a screw 
underneath the table—this screw 
he has placed in the table after taking 
his seat—will cause a small opening to be 
made at the edge of the table, or to cause 
the slot that receives the “rake off,” or 
percentage, to open, just long and wide 
enough to allow five cards to pass through, 
and from which, by a further pressure of 
the knee, is caused to project a ‘‘thief” or 
clasp into the dealer’s hands, which are 
held in a natural manner over the opening, 
and which conceals from the view of the 
other players the cheating contrivance. 
In this clasp or “thief,” the dealer secrets 


the valuable cards as they are dealt to him. 
. (60) 
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After each deposit he releases the screw 
with his knee, which causes the ‘‘thief” to 
withdraw, with the cards, into the table, 
and the opening to close. When he has 
the desired hand complete, and a large bet 
is made, he changes the hand that is dealt him 
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for the more valuable one that he has held out 
in the table. In this way he is enabled to win 
any bet he desires. This table is not only used 
to cheat with in “draw” poker, but is used to 
cheat with in all other card games. 


The Revolving Poker Table 


At this table two cheaters work in co- 
operation, seating themselves opposite each 
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other, and as soon as the hands are dealt, 
“sion up” to each other the cards they hold 
and what cards are desired to fill and com- 
plete their hands; and when, for instance, 
one of the cheaters, before the draw, would 
“sion up” that he held a pair of aces, the 
confederate would immediately signal back, 
if he had the cards, or not, that would 
assist him. If he holds the cards, or card, 
that will assist his partner, he presses a 
false screw that is underneath and at the 
edge of the table. This causes a pocket 
to open up immediately in front of him, 
where it can not be seen by the other play- 
ers. In this pocket he drops the cards 
desired by his partner; then, by pressing 
another false screw, causes the pocket con- 
taining the cards which he has placed there 
to revolve silently around to his confed- 
erate. This revolving is caused by a very 
clever and noiseless contrivance which works 
inside of the rim of the table. The part- 
ner now, by pressing one of the false screws 
on his side of the table, unlocks the pocket 
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and surreptitiously withdraws the concealed 
cards, replacing them with his discard. He 
then, in his turn, presses another false screw, 
causing the pocket to revolve back to his 
associate, who takes from it the discarded 
hand. In this way the deck always con- 
tains the right number of cards, as there 
are never any held out. This is a very 
expensive piece of furniture, costing never 
less than a thousand dollars. It is also 
used to cheat with in all other card games, 
as well as in Poker. 

Now you who gamble, see what you are 
up against. What chance have you? 
ABSOLUTELY NONE whatever. 


The Sleeve Hold-out 


This is the oldest and most commonly 
used cheating device ever invented. There 
are a great many styles, but the Keplenger 
is the latest and most expensive, costing 
as high as $500. ‘This device is operated 
by a slight expansion of the chest, or by 
moving the elbow or knee, which causes 
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a “thief” or clasp to project from the sleeve 
into the palm of the cheater’s hand, into 
this “‘thief’’ he will place the valuable cards, 
the ‘thief’? withdrawing back into the sleeve 
of the operator until the cards are wanted, 
at which time the ‘‘card sharp” withdraws 
them and puts his discard in their place. 
He can “clean up,” that is, get rid of the 
cards, at any time by withdrawing the cards 
from the ‘‘thief”’ and throwing them into 
the deck when he discards his entire hand. 
This clever cheating device is used to cheat 
with in all card games, such as ‘‘ Draw” and 
“Stud Poker,” “‘ Whist,” “Solo,” ‘‘ High Five,” 
“Cribbage,’’ “Seven Up,’’“ Casino,” “ Euchre,” 
“Sixty-six,” ‘Pinochle,” “Forty-five,” ‘Pe- 
dro,” “‘Bridge Whist,” “Panguingue,” ‘‘ Low 
Ball Poker’’—in fact, in all short card games. 

And so it is, you innocent card players, 
who have sometimes sat in what you thought 
a friendly card game and played for money, 
just for amusement, and have not partic- 
ularly cared to win, but did not desire or 
expect to lose a great deal. I know how 
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surprised some of you have been, and some- 
times greatly distressed, by losing more 
than you had any idea of doing or were 
in a position to afford it. You have done 
this in games that when you first sat down 
you would hardly have termed gambling. 
You that have met disaster in this way 
have the sympathy of the writer, for I 
understand the innocent part you had taken 
in your downfall, as there have been many 
sad instances of this nature related to me, 
and of many that have been led to ruin 
and disgrace in trying to retrieve a loss 
that they had sustained in this manner, all the 
result of a pre-concocted plot where, by the aid 
of cheating methods and devices, you were dealt 
apparently valuable hands that would look in- 
vincible and would induce you to wager large 
amounts of money, which you would lose, as 
it had been prearranged for you to do. 


The Bug Hold-out 


This is a clasp or ‘thief’ that is ar- 
ranged so that it can be attached to the 
5 
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sleeve, or to the inside bottom of the vest 
or coat, or adjusted to card tables. It 
is for the purpose of holding out cards 
until wanted, at which time the ‘card 
sharp” will withdraw, or replace at will, the 
card which enables him to win. The “Bug 
Hold-out” is used to cheat with in all card 
games, but more often in “Seven Up,” 
“Euchre,” ‘High Five,” “Draw” and 
“Stud Poker” and “ Panguingue.”’ 


The Vest Hold-out 


This is a device that is used for “Cold 
Decking” a game; that is, to change decks 
while a game is in progress. It is an espe- 
cially arranged pocket in a vest that is 
constructed for this purpose. In this pocket 
is placed a deck of cards of the same color 
as those that are being played with. The 
deck is prepared according to the number 
of players in the game, and in such a man- 
ner that valuable hands fall to different 
players, hands that look almost impossible 
to beat and which cause players to bet 
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large amounts of money. But the “sure 
thing’ men with the Vest Hold-out have 
prepared the hands so that they will get 
the most valuable and of course the winning 
hand. The deck is changed when the man 
to the left of the cheater deals and when 
the cards are passed for the cheater to cut. 
It is very easy to execute with the aid of 
this device, as it requires no false move- 
ments to change the decks, replacing in 
the “hold-out” the deck that was being 
played with and placing before the dealer 
the “cold deck.” This change is never 
detected by the players. The cheater always 
selects his position at the table, aiming to 
sit at the right of a player who the other 
players all know is not an expert, and who 
can not manipulate the cards in a cheating 
manner, so that when phenomenal hands 
are received from this innocent dealer, they 
have no mistrust and will play to the full 
limit the hands that have been dealt to 
them. No suspicion is attached to the 
cheater when he shows the’ winning hand 
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that usually nets him a large amount of 
money. As he was not the dealer, the 
losers attribute their ill fortune to the pos- 
sibilities of cards and console themselves 
with the hope that at some future play 
they will redeem their losses by holding as 
valuable a hand as the winner does at this 
time. They do not really understand how 
ignorant they are, for in order to get val- 
uable results it is not only necessary to 
hold a winning hand, but the other players 
must also have good hands that will induce 
them to bet large amounts. These condi- 
tions do not arise very often if the cards 
are not tampered with. And, not being 
able to profit by their loss and remaining in. 
ignorance of the methods employed, they con- 
tinue to be at the mercy of the card sharps. 
Readers, take this exposé to heart and 
explain to others the folly of trying to 
compete with a class of sharpers who devote 
all the time that they can spare—time that 
they are not devoting to the robbing of 
some victim—to the manufacturing of new 
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cheating methods and devices which are 
meant for your downfall. 


Cold Decks 


These are “rung in” by expert gamblers 
who do not require any device, but manip- 
ulate from their laps, where they have 
placed the prepared cards. The gambler 
wiping his face with his handkerchief just 
as the cards are passed for him to cut, 
allows the handkerchief to fall in such a 
manner that it will cover the passed deck 
for a fraction of a second, but long enough 
for him to make the change. Sometimes 
a confederate is used, to avoid any possible 
chance of detection. The confederate, at 
the moment the transfer is made, will attract 
the attention of the other players by falling 
over a chair or, just at the moment, by 
tossing some novelty on the table and in- 
viting inspection. 


Strippers 


This is a deck of cards used to cheat with 
in a great many games, but more often in 
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‘“Seven Up,” “Poker,” “Solo” and ‘Bridge 
Whist.” The deck is prepared in such a 
way as to leave a slight projection in the 
center of the aces, so that when the cards 
are passed to the cheater to cut, no matter 
how thoroughly they have been shuffled, he 
can strip out the aces and place them on 
top of the deck. So that in Seven Up, 
the dealer would, in dealing three cards at 
a time, give the cheater three aces. In 
other games where only one card is dealt 
at a time, as in Poker, Solo or Bridge 
Whist, the cheater, after stripping the 
aces out, shuffles one card in_ between 
each of the aces; in this way he will 
still receive the aces. If it were not for 
the suffering caused by these crooks, it 
would be almost amusing to watch the poor 
victims squirming to overcome the great odds 
that they do not know are against them. 


Expert Shuffing and False Cutting 


There are thousands of expert “card 
sharps” who do not require the aid of 
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devices in order to cheat, but without being 
detected can rapidly shuffle or “run up” 
hands that they can deal to any of the 
players, that will induce them to wager 
large amounts of money; but the winning 
hands they deal to themselves or to a con- 
federate. The expert, though operating fre- 
quently with the aid of a confederate, can 
attain almost the same successful results 
single-handed and alone. After he has shuf- 
fled up a hand, he, while passing the cards 
to be cut, imperceptibly inserts a crimp 
in the cards above the hand that he has 
run up; nine times out of ten the innocent 
card player will cut to the brief, and the 
hands will fall to the players as shuffled up 
by the expert. The players receive good 
hands, on which they will bet much money, 
but the expert will have a better one and 
will win all of the money. 

There are other experts who do not find 
it necessary to insert a crimp in the cards, 
for they can cleverly shift the cut back 
without the others perceiving it; when they 
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are passed back to them and they net the 
same results—that is, win the pot. 

With the aid of a confederate it is very 
easy, for when a hand is run up and passed 
to the confederate to cut, he will ‘‘riffle” 
the cards, then false cut them, using either 
the three card cut or single cut. These 
cuts are made by the use of both hands 
and are executed in such a mystifying man- 
ner that only those initiated would know 
but what the cards were not only cut fairly, 
but exceptionally well mixed, when in real- 
ity they have never changed their positions 
since leaving the expert shuffler’s hands to 
be cut. 


Luminous Cards 


This is a method of cheating used by 
the ‘‘Card Sharps”’ of early days, but some- 
times used by the gambler of today. The 
valuable cards are marked on the back in 
such a manner as to indicate the value and 
suit. The marking is done with a special 
preparation, one of the ingredients of which 
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is phosphorus. The marking is invisible, 
even with a magnifying glass. But the 
cheater, by wearing a pair of smoked glasses, 
is enabled to read the cards from the back 
as readily as from the front, for the marks 
show up like the headlight on a locomo- 
tive. 
The Looking Glass 


The looking glass used is about half the 
size of a dime and is used in many ways— 
in the palm of the hand, in checks, money, 
pipe, cigarette or cigar cases, the end of a 
cigar and under the little finger-nail. This 
glass enables the cheater, when he deals, 
to read every card that his opponent holds, 
and thus holds him at his mercy. 


Marked Cards 


These cards are marked with special inks, 
shaded, or block work in the same colors 
as the cards, and can only be discovered 
by the trained eyes of an expert. With 
these marks on the cards, the cheater can 
read them as readily from the back as 
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from the front. Marked cards are used to 
cheat with in all card games. 


Stamped Cards 


These cards are marked in the same 
manner, only that they are stamped and 
sold by some unprincipled card dealers. The 
stamped cards are of many designs, and 
though one should become familiar with 
some designs, he would not be able to pro- 
tect himself from others. 


Pricked Cards 


These cards are worked on by the cheater 
during the progress of the game. This he 
does by wearing on his thumb, where it is 
invisible to the other players, a very small 
point of steel, attached to a flesh-colored 
sticking plaster. With this point a small 
puncture is made in the corner of the val- 
uable cards, which only the sand-papered 
and trained fingers of the cheater can de- 
tect. On coming to the valuable cards he 
will hold them back by dealing the second 
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card or dealing from the bottom, reserving 
the best cards for himself. 


Signing Up Hands 

This is done when there are two or more 
grafters operating in the same game. Their 
method is, when one of them is dealing, for 
instance, in a Poker game, the confederates 
will swiftly “sign up” to each other what 
cards are desired to help their hands. If 
the dealer has the cards required in his 
own hand, or if he can see that he will be 
able to obtain them from other discarded 
hands, he will so signify by a sign that is 
imperceptible to the other players. On 
preparing for the draw, he will place the 
cards desired by his confederate at the bot- 
tom of the deck. He will then deal the 
number of cards asked for by the other 
players from the top of the deck. When 
it is his partner’s turn to receive cards, he 
will deal from the bottom of the deck, 
giving him the cards which will help his 
hand. . 


76 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


Bottom Dealing 


There are many gamblers so expert in 
this line that they can call the attention 
of good card players to the fact that they 
are going to deal from the bottom of the 
deck and the observers cannot detect when 
the change of dealing the cards from the 
top of the deck to the bottom of the deck 
is made. So you can understand how easy 
it is to execute this in a game where the 
players are ignorant of such methods. 


Second Dealing 


This is dealing the second card from the 
top without removing the top card. This 
the cheater does to acquire the valuable 
cards for himself. 

There are a great many other cheating 
methods and devices used than those that 
we have enumerated. Not only are they 
used in gambling houses, but in the games 
that are conducted in some cigar stores 
and saloons. And, sad to relate, are used 
in a great many games that are popular in 
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numerous homes. If those who entertain 
their friends with card parties only knew 
of the harmful results of this form of amuse- 
ment, where so many are started on a gam- 
bling career by gaining their first knowledge 
of cards at the card parties in their own 
homes, I am sure they would discontinue 
this form of amusement. 

As mentioned before, there are specialties 
practiced by grafters other than those men- 
tioned, to cheat in different card games. 


Pinochle 


This is a most popular game at the present 
time. It is played in the back rooms of 
a great many cigar stores, and very often 
for large stakes. But on account of play- 
ing for cigars and drinks being permitted, 
it has been impossible to suppress this vice, 
for there is never any money in evidence 
and the players never settle with each other 
until the sitting is over. Then the players 
will pass to the cigar counter and pay the 
attendant for the time that they have been 
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playing, each one paying at the rate of 
fifteen to twenty-five cents per hour. It 
is at this time that those that have lost 
pay the winners. In this way it appears 
to the outside observer that they have 
only been playing for cigars. Pinochle is 
played with part of two decks; the small 
cards are left out, leaving only the nines, 
tens, jacks, queens, kings and aces of 
both decks. The game is very often played 
with two decks of different colors, which 
makes it unnecessary to resort to marked 
cards, as the cheater sorts the cards in such 
a manner that the small cards will all be 
of one color. The larger and more valuable 
cards, tens, kings and aces, will be those 
of another color. The cheater, knowing 
the card that is on top of the deck, will 
take or leave the trick according to the 
value of the card that is to be drawn from 
the top of the deck. It is not the purpose 
of the writer to instruct the readers of this 
book as to how the different games are 
played, but to discourage those that may be 
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induced to learn, expecting to derive amuse- 
ment or profit financially, by only explain- 
ing the cheating that is practiced by those 
with whom they might play. But it will 
still show to those who are yet blessed with 
ignorance regarding the terrible gambling 
vice, the utter folly of trying to learn that 
from which no profit can be derived, and 
might lead to ruin and disgrace. And to 
those who have played, cursed with the 
familiarities of the games and know how 
they are played, it will show them how 
they might have been robbed and will meet 
with the same treatment if they continue 
playing; and if they expect, by reading this 
book, that they can now gamble and be 
able to protect themselves, they are greatly 
mistaken. It is not intended for that pur- 
pose; the protection is here, a stronger or 
more perfect protection could not be given, 
but it is not by continuing to gamble that 
you will receive it, but by taking advantage 
of the explanations given and heeding the 
advice, that you will never start on this 
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ruinous road. Or if you are already gam- 
bling, you will now see that there is no chance 
for profit if you still continue. 

There are a great many other cheating 
methods and devices that the writer knows 
exist, but has not the knowledge of how 
they are operated, but as there are new 
methods and devices being invented every 
day, life is too short for you to learn to 
protect yourself, saying nothing of the chance 
of deriving a profit. 


The Solo Game 


This is a game that is also played in 
many cigar stores and saloons, and also 
for money; but, for the same reason as 
explained in the Pinochle game, it cannot 
be suppressed. This game the cheater, by 
other means aside from those mentioned, 
can operate to his own advantage. One 
of the methods he employs is by stacking 
the cards when a hand is being played. 
The “card sharp” while taking in his tricks 
will place the cards in such positions that, 
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by false cutting or by shifting the cut, the 
valuable cards will be dealt to himself. 
Solo is more often cheated with two con- 
federates in the same game. When the 
cards are stacked, they are passed to one 
of the confederates to cut; he will either 
“false cut”? or cut from the middle, leaving 
the prepared cards undisturbed. Another 
method employed is to ‘‘sign up” the cards 
held by each, and what suit to lead. 

There are the following games, ‘‘Whist,” 
“Pedro,” ‘High Five,’ ‘Bridge Whist,’’ 
“Cribbage,” “Sixty-six’” and ‘ Forty-five,” 
that the cheating methods as explained are 
used; and others that the writer is not 
enough familiar with to explain. 


Casino 


The players in this game are cheated, 
not only by the use of marked cards and 
with the aid of a looking glass in the palm 
of the hand, which enables the cheater to 
know the cards held by his opponent, but 
a great advantage is gained by placing pairs 
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together by expert shuffling and false cuts 
which do not disturb them, so that when 
they are dealt one at a time, the dealer 
knows that the cards he holds in his own 
hand are duplicated by the cards in his 
opponent’s. In this way he will know how 
to play his own cards to win. 


Coon Can 


Coon Can sharps use the same methods 
as in Casino, by placing all the pairs to- 
gether; also the runs, a sequence, together. 
In this way he destroys his opponent’s com- 
binations by using the cards himself that are 
necessary to fill them out. 


Domino Whist 


In this game, working single handed, will 
use marked cards or the looking glass. 
Working with a confederate, they sign up 
to each other what suit to play on, and 
to build up or down. In doing this it will 
enable one or the other of them to win 
most of the games. 
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Keno and Low Ball 


The cheating methods employed in these 
games are identical, both being dealt by 
using the same kind of “Shaker Bowl”’ 
with numbered ivory balls. The Keno dealer 
knows all the different combinations which 
will make a Keno on the cards. If there 
are no onlookers around him that can see 
the balls when they are dropped from the 
shaker, he will falsely announce the numbers, 
calling the numbers that are on the booster’s 
cards. The dealer, by pressing a false rivet, 
causes a concealed pocket to drop in the 
neck of the shaker; this will stop the balls 
from coming out of the body of the shaker. 
By pressing another false rivet, the dealer 
releases the ball in the pocket, enabling the 
booster to win. The method of cheating in Low 
Ball is the same as in Keno—by the use of a 
concealed pocket in the neck of the shaker. 


Chinese Lottery, Mexican Lottery, Louisiana 
Lottery and Policy Shops 

These are all great grafting propositions 

and are operated spasmodically, depending 
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upon the attitude of the authorities and 
public sentiment, which varies in different 
states; some allowing them to operate and 
others prohibiting. The Chinese and Mex- 
ican Lotteries, and in some cities Policy 
Shops, are now about the only ones in 
operation. How they are allowed to con- 
tinue in business is a mystery to the writer, 
knowing, as he does, how the public is 
“‘fleeced”” by them. They start in with a 
percentage of forty per cent, and are not 
satisfied with this, as the prizes are so 
arranged that the promoters can control 
the largest ones for themselves. But it 
is necessary, in order to stimulate their 
business, to allow that small prizes be won, 
and occasionally let a twenty-five or fifty- 
cent ticket win part of the big prizes. The 
larger prizes are always distributed in locali- 
ties that will do their business the most 
good. Inasmuch as the drawings are not 
held in public, this is easily accomplished. 
The list of prizes is made out and dis- 
tributed by the promoters; they usually 
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allow about twenty-five per cent of 
the money that is played against their 
games to be returned to the public 
as prizes. Even were the drawings made 
in public, the numbers are so arranged 
that the percentage in favor of the game 
remains the same, about seventy-five per 
cent. 


Whip and Fish Games 


Both of these games are operated at many 
of the pleasure resorts, and the operators of 
them cheat by the same means. The Whip 
Game, so called for the reason that a buggy 
whip is usually used for pointing out the 
numbers, snares the largest money. The 
trap is set with more expensive bait than 
in the Fish Game; that is, the prizes the 
deluded players are led to believe that they 
might win are greater. The object of the 
game is to try and place the whip on a win- 
ning number, for which chance the player 
pays one dollar. There are supposed to 
be forty-seven prizes that range in value 
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from one dollar to one hundred dollars; 
also thirteen blanks, supposed to be the per- 
centage in favor of the game. This makes 
sixty numbers in all on the wheel. When 
the whip is placed on a number, the dealer 
will open it up, and the amount of the 
prize is shown. If only boosters are play- 
ing, valuable prizes show up quite frequently, 
as there are several sliding numbers that 
the players do not know of; the dealer, 
by pressing certain screws or rivets, can 
cause any of the prizes, or a blank, if he 
chooses, to show. The blank is shown to 
the player, unless it is deemed policy by 
the dealer to allow some victim to win, 
which is sometimes done to encourage him 
to greater loss, also to lead others into the 
game. 

The Fish Game is operated in the same 
way, but only catches the small players, 
as only small prizes are offered. 
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CHAPTER eiit 
Tue Foot Rackt ConFIDENCE GAME 


The “‘Fleecing” of Mr. Joyce by the Mabrey 
Gang 


N order to give the object lesson in- 
tended, it will be necessary to give 
some of the experiences of the ‘‘Con”’ 
men in “fleecing”? their victims; this the 
writer will do, changing the names of those 
who have taken part, also the names of the 
cities where the transactions have taken place. 
The case of Joyce, a rancher, near Chico, 
Cal., who was induced to go to Kansas 
City, Mo., where he was ‘‘fleeced” out of 
$5,000, is a very good illustration of the 
“Mabrey” system of operating the foot 
race game. It will be related as near as 
possible as it was to the writer by “Sandy” 
Muller. It was he who discovered Joyce, 
and, by imbuing him with ‘pipe dreams” 
(87) 
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of wealth to be acquired without labor or 
outlay, succeeded in having Joyce accom- 
pany him to Kansas City, where he was 
separated from his hard-earned $5,000. 

Said “Sandy”: “For this I received $2,000, 
very welcome at this time. It was in the 
fall of 1908, financial affairs were beginning 
to resume normal conditions and the coun- 
try was just recovering from the panic. 

“T had been unable to take a single 
‘sucker’ to our ‘Big Store’ in Kansas City, 
and the other road men had fared about 
as poorly. If they did take any one, it 
was always for small amounts, seldom ex- 
ceeding $2,500, and more often only $1,000, 
which we would not have bothered with in 
palmy days, for suckers were so plentiful 
at that time that it caused considerable 
figuring to avoid conflicting with each other, 
by bringing in more than one victim at a 
time. This would happen occasionally in 
spite of all precautions, owing more often 
to the delay caused by the bank, which 
had been ‘fixed’ by the Big Store, being 
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unable to attend promptly to its part, viz: 
having the sucker’s letter of credit cashed 
and returned to the bank. 

“Tn those days we never ‘propositioned’ 
any that could not furnish a letter of credit 
for at least $5,000, and we very often snared 
some fat ones with letters for $15,000 and 
$20,000, but at the time I speak of it was 
very different; scarcely enough business to 
meet the expenses of the Big Store, and the 
‘bosses’ thereof were so disgruntled that it 
was hard for the ‘road men’ to have ad- 
vanced to them even meagre amounts of 
expense money required to seek business. 
Some, like myself, were forced to work at 
odd jobs in order to earn enough money to 
pay railroad fares. It looked as though 
our ‘joint’ was about to fall to pieces, as 
the police, who were giving the Big Store 
protection, had been spoiled by , the large 
‘rake off’ that they had been receiving when 
business was good, were now threatening 
to withdraw their support from a concern 
that could pay no dividends. 
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“From this you can imagine how, in this 
dark hour, this hayseed was welcomed, and 
I felt that the snug little pile that he had 
been hoarding up would be shared by my- 
self and pals. Also what pride filled my 
breast after the trick had been turned and 
I not only received $2,000 as my commis- 
sion, but was the hero of the joint, having 
taken the first sucker to it in over a year 
who had more than $2,500 to lose. 

“This is how it happened: 

“T was working in a restaurant, washing 
dishes, in Chico, Cal., where I intended 
staying until I had earned enough money 
to take my suitcase and clothes out of pawn 
and to pay railroad fare to Point Richmond, 
Cal., where I had been informed by head- 
quarters that there was a likely subject to 
work on. 

“T had been working in the restaurant 
about two weeks, when one night after 
closing hours, the proprietor having gone 
home, I as usual remained to clean up and 
to prepare things in readiness for the next 
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morning’s breakfast. I had just finished 
my duties and was preparing to lock up, 
when in walked what afterwards proved 
to be one of my greatest benefactors; he 
requested me to prepare a meal for him, 
saying in a bombastic tone that he was 
Ed. Joyce, the rancher, and was able and 
willing to pay for all favors. I informed 
him that it was after meal hours and the 
cook had gone home, but if he wished, I 
would do my best to prepare him a meal. 
This I was willing to do, as my ‘rake off’ 
for the night had only been ten cents that 
I had received for serving a drunk with 
‘coffee and.’ 

“There was no fire in the dining room 
and the night was chilly, so Mr. Joyce came 
back into the kitchen where it was warm. 
While I was cooking his meal, in conversa- 
tion he told me much more about himself 
than he would have done if he had not 
been drinking. He told me all about his 
ranch and how wealthy he was becoming, 
having that week sold a’ number of hogs; 


92 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


boasting of how, at the counting, he had 
run in hogs belonging to another shipper 
and had received payment for them. In 
his drunken braggadocia he exposed himself 
to me as a ‘man made to order’ for our 
business; that he not only had money, 
but would have no scruples as to how he 
acquired more if a proposition presented 
itself where it could be shown to him that 
he would take no chance of becoming a 
loser financially or socially. 

“So it was that before he finished eating 
his meal I had already given myself and 
associates at the ‘Big Store’ credit for at 
least $5,000 of Mr. Joyce’s ‘hog money’ 
and it would be only a question of time 
as to how soon it could be consummated. 

“T made my first step in this direction 
when he proffered me money in payment 
for his meal. I had at first thought to 
charge him $1.00, but now refused to accept 
a cent, wishing to ingratiate myself with 
him, telling him the same old ‘stock’ story 
that we road men usually tell a prospective 
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victim. I furnished him with an elaborately 
concocted story of my life, of how I had 
become estranged from my family on ac- 
count of some youthful folly, and that they 
were making overtures for me to return 
home, but that my pride would not at this 
time allow me to do so. 

“T told him that there were only a few 
of my former friends who knew of my loca- 
tion here and they, of course, did not dream 
of my being engaged in such a humble occu- 
pation. Also, as in the past experiences, 
this ‘rube,’ as the others, feeling flattered 
by the. confidences of a scion of wealthy 
and influential parentage, invited me to 
call on him at his ranch; and that I would 
be more than welcome at any time. This 
invitation I eagerly accepted and informed 
him that he might expect me at any time. 

“So it was that, without the expense we 
road men usually had to go to in order 
to find and afterward cultivate subjects for 
our righteous cause, this charitable ‘plow 
wielder’ had accommodatingly walked right 
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up to the slaughter and offered himself 
for the sacrifice. 

“About two days later I presented myself 
at the ranch, arrayed in my sporty apparel that 
I had that day taken from the pawn shop. 

“T had quit my occupation as dish-washer 
and had given up the idea of going to Point 
Richmond until I had turned this last trick 
that had so opportunely presented itself. 

“As Mr. Joyce was busily engaged in 
superintending the planting of his fall wheat, 
I remained only a short time, just long 
enough to show him how I appreciated 
having a good friend like him to confide 
in, and tell him that I was liable to call 
on him at any time should I feel lonesome, 
as there was no one in Chico whose com- 
panionship I cared for. He seemed, as I 
knew he would, very pleased at the com- 
pliment implied and invited me to call at 
any time and make myself at home. 

“T nursed this acquaintanceship for sev- 
eral days. In the meantime I had in- 
formed the Big Store in Kansas of my 
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prospect and told them when to make 
their first instalment of their part of the 
program, which finally came in the form 
of a telegram, which I had arranged with 
a messenger boy to have delivered to me at 
Joyce’s ranch. And the next day, while 
talking with Mr. Joyce, the message was 
handed me. After reading, it was quite 
natural for me to show it to Mr. Joyce, 
who by this time I was calling by his given 
name, Ed., and he as familiarly calling me 
by my nickname, ‘Sandy.’ 

“The telegram which I received from the 
Big Store, but purporting to come from one 
of my dear friends who knew that I was in 
Chico, read as follows: 


Something coming up. A great chance. Looks 
so good I must telegraph you. Will follow with 
letter explaining all. 


“The telegram was signed ‘Roy.’ I ex- 
plained to Ed. what a good fellow Roy 
was, and what great friends we had always 
been, but I could not imagine what he 
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meant in the telegram, but that he was a 
very live ‘wire’ and it was very likely he 
was engaged in some big money-making 
scheme. I told Ed. that if he wrote me 
I would bring the letter over and let him 
read it. 

“While waiting to receive the letter I 
repeated my visits to Ed., who seemed 
very much interested and always asked me 
if I had heard from my friend Roy. At 
first I told him no, and acted as though 
I had forgotten the incident of the telegram, 
but finally on one of my visits, I answered 
that I had heard nothing and remarked, 
‘I guess that bubble broke’ and that I was 
very sorry, as I would like to see Roy make 
some money. 

“Tt was shortly after this that I received 
a letter, which read as follows: 


“DEAR Sanpy:—I suppose you were greatly sur- 
prised, and I suppose mystified, at receiving my tele- 
gram, but a great opportunity has come up wherein 
I expect to make a great amount of money. The 
proposition looked so good that I could not wait to 
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write, but to ‘blow off steam’ and let you have an 
inkling of the good fortune about to befall me I tele- 
graphed you. Well, everything looks O. K., the 
chance of a lifetime. You, of course, remember that 
sporty millionaire club and how stuck the members 
were on that foot racer Lacey. Foot racers have 
come from all over the country trying to beat him, 
but he has beaten all comers and in the last race they 
must have won close to a hundred thousand dollars. 
I know that it was about this much, as I was the 
stake-holder, as I have been for most all their races. 
The members claimed to Lacey that they did not win 
a great deal and gave him only one thousand dollars 
for winning. He knows how much they won and 
thinks he should have received at least five thousand 
dollars. Now this is where I have my chance. It 
appears that they have been trying to match a man 
against him by the name of Owens, from Michigan. 
One that I know to be a world beater, and can easily 
beat Lacey on the square, but Lacey is determined to 
get even with this set of young bloods, and has it all 
cut and dried with Owens as to how they will fix the 
race for Lacey to lose, and has it so arranged that 
they can make a clean-up of at least a hundred 
thousand dollars. On account of being the club’s 
stake-holder, it gives me a chance to get an even 
division of the money with them, Owens, Lacey, 
myself and Ralph Hunter; you remember him. Lacey 
7 
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expects Ralph to help him out. He will give him 
twenty-five per cent of the winnings and Ralph will 
take no chance of losing, as Lacey is going to furnish 
all the money to do the business with; but it requires 
someone to do the betting that has financial standing 
and who can bring a letter of credit for at least five 
thousand dollars and place it in the bank at Kansas 
City, so that if any question is asked, the club members 
will know that the man who is doing the betting and 
covering the money is well able to do so. 

“T am letting you in on the inside, knowing of your 
family troubles and that you would like to make some 
easy money; and this you can do by knowing exactly 
how things are arranged. Double whatever money you 
may have or can get hold of, by betting on the out- 
side where it will not affect our plans or take away 
a profit from us. Now, this is how it is framed and 
there can be no failure. 

“Lacey has only about five thousand dollars, but 
this is all that it requires. You will think this very 
strange after me telling you that the club members 
will lose one hundred thousand dollars or more, but 
Ralph will come here with his letter of credit for five 
thousand dollars, Lacey will give him his five thousand 
in cash, making ten thousand dollars that Ralph will 
be able to deposit in the bank. At the club they 
will be talking race and betting when Ralph arrives; 
Ralph will tell them that he will chance a few dollars, 
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say five thousand; after which is covered, he will 
tell the club members that he has to go to the bank 
and draw out that amount of money. After this 
the money will be given to me to be placed in the 
safe, but I can manage very easily to keep, or even 
take out, the five thousand dollars that Ralph has 
bet and when I get a chance I will give it back to him, 
and he will re-deposit it in the bank. After this he 
will make another bet of five thousand dollars, which 
I, as before, will hold out and give to Ralph as he is 
on the road to the bank. It may take four or five 
days to cover all the money that the members may 
wish to bet, but we will stay with them as long as 
they are putting up the money. 

“Now, you can see that Ralph is taking no chances, 
for he never has to draw on his five thousand dollars, 
merely betting the five thousand dollars that Lacey 
will give him, and which I return to him after each 
betting. Of course, there will be only the members’ 
money in the safe and after all betting is over, there 
will be Lacey’s five thousand dollars in with what- 
ever money the members have bet. As Lacey is to lose 
the race, the members will never know the fraud that has 
been practiced upon them, but will think that their 
money has been fully covered. In all the races that 
they have had up to this time they have never asked for 
an accounting of the money before the race has been 
run, so there will be no suspicion at this time. 
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“After the members are through betting, we will 
have the race run; Lacey, of course, losing. He him- 
self admits he could not beat Owens, even if he tried 
and the race was to be run on the square. But Lacey 
is taking no chances; he dare not win, for he would 
not only lose his five thousand dollars, but it would 
be shown up to the members that all the money that 
had been put up against their one hundred thousand 
dollars or more was only five thousand dollars. From 
this you can readily see that there is no chance of 
failure. 

“T know that you have not a great deal of money 
at the present time, and I am sure that a sure thing 
like this will come in very handy. As far as I am 
concerned, I have no compunctions whatever in 
winning this money, for this bunch can afford to lose 
that amount of money among them and never miss 
it. Just as soon as we have heard from Ralph I will 
write you again. I know that he will not fail us, 
as I do not think that he has as much money as he 
formerly had. He has been traveling at a very fast 
gait, and twenty-five thousand dollars will look good 
to him. You can look for a letter in the very near 
future, or it may be that I will telegraph you to come 
to Kansas City at once. 

“Your sincere friend, 


Pan ON. 
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“This letter was for the purpose of giving 
Joyce a thorough insight as to how the 
scheme was to be worked, and to try and 
arouse his cupidity. After reading the letter 
showing the large amount of money that 
was to be won, it seemed to arouse Ed. 
and he asked me all the questions that from 
past experience I knew he would do, and 
I rehearsed it all over again with him, so 
that he knew the scheme from A to Z, and 
how the young bloods were going to lose 
their money. 

“In a few days I received another letter, 
the contents of which were eagerly read 
by Ed. when it was handed to him. The 
contents were as follows: 


“Dear Sanpy:—I am sorry to inform you that 
there is going to be a delay in our plans, as Ralph 
Hunter, whom we depended upon to furnish the letter 
of credit and to do the betting, is nearly bankrupt 
and has not the five thousand dollars to make the 
‘showing.’ So that until we can think of some other 
friend that it will be safe to ask, we are at a stand- 
still; but it will only be a matter of a very short time 
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before it has been arranged with some one, but we 
will have to be very careful whom we ask, as it might 
be possible to speak to someone who not only would 
refuse, but might give the snap away. This is not 
very likely, as there are plenty of men who would like 
to make so much money where there are no possible 
chances for them to take, as they do not have to 
furnish a dollar; but we will be very careful in our 
choice, and as soon as matters are arranged I will 
let you know, so that you will be sure to have a chance 
to double your capital. It is too bad that you have 
not the money that you had when leaving home two 
years ago; it would have been just enough to handle 
it, and instead of the few dollars that you will now 
make, you would have been able to make the twenty- 
five per cent that we give the man that can furnish 
the letter of credit for five thousand dollars. 

“Well, you can expect to hear from me at an early 
date. “Yours sincerely, 

KON: 


“After reading, Ed. returned the letter to 
me, saying how sorry he was that this delay 
had occurred, but that the scheme looked 
good to him, and he was sure it would not 
be long before they did something. By 
his words and actions I now judged that 
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the time was propitious to spring the trap. 
So on the following morning I hastened to 
see Ed. and in an excited manner, as though 
the idea I was about to present had just 
occurred to me, exclaimed, ‘I have been 
thinking, why could you not take Ralph’s 
place and handle this proposition, thereby 
making twenty-five thousand dollars or more 
for yourself, and without any chance of 
loss? You understand the proposition as 
well as I do, and I know it will be no trouble 
for you to furnish the letter of credit for 
five thousand dollars necessary, and_ this, 
as you know, is not used, but is merely 
to show a financial standing.’ 

“The way Joyce jumped at this oppor- 
tunity made it a ‘shame to take the money.’ 
He swallowed hook, line, sinker and all. 
He was so grateful for this chance that he 
promised to give me five per cent of all 
the money he made in the deal. I told 
him that I would write immediately to my 
friend Roy, and let him know that he, 
Joyce, would be willing to help us. 
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“Upon leaving Ed. I at once telegraphed 
the Big Store as follows: 


“T have a party anxious to secure five acres. When 
will it be convenient to meet and complete the deal? 


“T worded the telegram in this the usual 
manner, the number of acres mentioned 
informing the Big Store of the amount 
that it could expect to make on the deal, 
and where I asked the time convenient to 
complete the deal was to enable the Big 
Store to inform me when I should bring 
in my man. In thus wording the wire, the 
telegraph office is kept in ignorance as to 
our business. It is necessary that we make 
very careful arrangements beforehand so that 
two men would not arrive at the same time 
with the men they bring in to have ‘fleeced.’ 
If this should happen it would compli- 
cate matters greatly, as the Big Store was 
only prepared to attend to one case at a 
time. 

“The next day I received a reply to my 
telegram, worded as follows: 
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“It would be most convenient to have you in town 
with client, Wednesday. The owner of the property 
will be in town on that date. Will follow with letter. 


“Of course, it is not necessary to state 
I did not inform Joyce of this exchange of 
telegrams. But when I received the letter 
I hastened to him with it, which he read 
with great avidity. The letter was as 
follows: 


“DeraR Sanpy:—I am pleased to know that you 
have discovered a friend that you can trust to handle 
our proposition, as it will save much valuable time. 
I have been trying to get father to mortgage his home, 
so that. he could handle it, but although the property 
is worth ten thcusand dollars or more, he could only 
borrow twenty-five hundred dollars on it, and, as you 
know, that is not enough. I presume that you are 
sure that you have a good party, who will not give 
away our plans to any one, and whose honesty you 
can vouch for; this being necessary, as he will have 
the handling of all the money made in the deal, to 
take home with him after the race is run. The balance 
of us must remain here for a few days to make every- 
thing appear all right. The money will be in his 
possession until we follow him a few days later to 
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receive our share. Be sure and make it clear to him 
beforehand, so that there will be no misunderstanding 
afterward as to how the money is to be divided. The 
first five thousand dollars is to be given to Lacey; 
this being the money used in the transaction. The 
other money will be divided equally between Lacey, 
Owens, myself and your friend Mr. Joyce. From 
this he will understand that he is to turn over to us 
three, in addition to the five thousand dollars, three- 
fourths of all the money received, retaining the other 
fourth for himself. If you are very sure that he is 
quite honest and will deal squarely with us, we will 
let him handle it. If you are not quite positive that 
he will do the right thing, do not take any chances 
with him, as I know that I will be able to get a friend 
of mine to handle it; for I will surely be able to think 
of one that has the money and will be honest with us. 
Now, for the kind interest that you have taken in this 
I will see that you are well paid. If you consider 
everything safe, be here with your friend next Wednes- 
day. Lacey, Owens and myself will be at the Blank 
Hotel when you arrive, and we will go into full details 
in your room, at which time Lacey will give your 
friend Joyce the five thousand dollars, to be deposited 
in the bank, along with his letter of credit. 

“You will find enclosed check for two hundred 
dollars to defray expenses for yourself and friend. 
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Please wire when you start, and on what train you 
will arrive, so there will be no mistake about our 
meeting you.” 


CHAPTER IV 


Tue “FiLEEcING”’ or Mr. Joyce 
(Continued) 


VERYTHING now proceeded 
smoothly. We all met as agreed 
at the Blank Hotel in Kansas City, 
where all details were gone into and every- 
one made to understand how to proceed 
with their part. Lacey turned over the 
five thousand dollars to Joyce, after which 
he left the hotel with Owens and Roy. 
Joyce and I then departed for the bank, 
where he deposited the five thousand dol- 
lars that he had received from Lacey, also 
his letter of credit, thereby making a show- 
ing at the bank of ten thousand dollars. 
“We had both been warned by Lacey, 
Owens and Roy, to keep together and to 
talk to no one, but to meet at the club 
at ten o’clock the next morning. From 


this time I kept sight of Joyce, scarcely 
(108) 
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leaving him for a minute. The next morn- 
ing, at the time arranged, we presented 
ourselves at the club and were introduced 
by Owens to all the members present. I, 
of course, was supposed to be a stranger. 
As we had gone through the same formality 
time and time again, we had no difficulty 
in acting our parts. 

“Owens now informed the members that 
Mr. Joyce had come all the way from Cali- 
fornia to back him, Owens, to beat Lacey, 
and as Mr. Joyce is wealthy, he will bet 
any reasonable amount that Owens can beat 
Lacey in a hundred yard dash. Though 
there was cousiderable talk, none of the 
members offered to make any bets at this 
time, but agreed to meet again after din- 
ner, and satisfied Mr. Joyce that he could 
have his bets covered. 

“The delay in betting was caused by 
the ‘fixed’ bank not having as yet sent 
word that the letter of credit deposited by 
Joyce had been cashed. Until this was 
attended to we could not: proceed with the 
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business. Joyce, of course, did not know 
that his letter of credit had been sent back 
to his bank to be cashed, but thought it 
still lying snugly in the Kansas City bank, 
untouched. About eleven o’clock we re- 
ceived word from the bank that the letter 
of credit had been cashed, so after dinner 
we started the ball rolling. 

“After some little talk, while all of us 
were at the club, one of the members offered 
to bet Mr. Joyce five or ten thousand dol- 
lars on their man, Lacey. Joyce, of course, 
being thoroughly instructed, offered to cover 
five thousand dollars, but said he would 
have to go to the bank to draw it. This 
Joyce did. Returning in a few minutes, 
he put up his five thousand dollars against 
one of the member’s five thousand. The 
ten thousand dollars was then given to Roy, 
who had been chosen stake-holder, to be 
placed in a safe in an adjoining room, and 
as prearranged, he only placed five thou- 
sand in the safe, holding out the other five 
thousand. Joyce was the only one in a 
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position to see Roy’s performance, and he 
also saw the money transferred to me by 
Roy. Joyce then offered to bet another 
five thousand, which bet was promptly ac- 
cepted. Joyce, as before, announced that 
he would have to go to the bank to make 
a draw. I accompanied him and while on 
the way gave him the five thousand dollars 
that I had received from Roy. Joyce 
deposited this, and a few minutes later 
we returned to the bank and Joyce drew 
out five thousand dollars. 

“This depositing and drawing out was 
at Lacey’s request, so that if any inquiry 
was made at the bank, the members would 
find that the money bet on the race would 
correspond with the money withdrawn, and 
also make it appear that the bettor had 
money. This explanation appeared very 
reasonable to Joyce. 

“After Joyce had drawn the five thou- 
sand dollars we returned to the club, where 
Joyce covered the offered five thousand 
dollar bet. 
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“The same transaction took place as 
before, Roy placing five thousand dollars 
in the safe and holding out five thousand 
and turning it over to me, which I turned 
over to Joyce on the way to the bank; he 
depositing and afterwards drawing it out, 
then returning to the club and covering 
another five thousand dollar bet. 

“The members, too, were using only five 
thousand dollars. When Joyce would leave 
on his customary visits to the bank, Roy 
would take the five thousand dollars that 
he had put in the safe and give it to the 
member that had last offered to bet, causing 
Joyce to go to the bank. 

“In this way the betting went on until 
the members and Joyce had _ supposedly 
bet a hundred thousand dollars each. 

“Up to this time there was only ten 
thousand dollars used, five thousand dollars 
of the members’ money and the five thou- 
sand used by Joyce. 

“We now made our final play to what 
is termed ‘spring the sucker’—that is, plac- 
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ing Joyce in such a position as to force 
him to bet his own money. 

“This is how we accomplished it. 

“One of the members once more offered 
to bet five thousand dollars, which Joyce 
again agreed to cover, having seen, as in 
former occasions, the five thousand dollars 
safely transferred by Roy to myself, which 
he expected to receive, as before, on the 
way to the bank. But this time the mem- 
ber who made the last bet said that he 
would also have to go to the bank to make 
a draw and then one of the other members 
offered to accompany him, so now on the 
way to the bank we had two members of 
the club, Joyce and myself making a party 
of four. On the previous trips there had 
only been Joyce and myself. This addition 
to our party made it apparently impossible 
for me to give Joyce the money that was 
bulging from my pocket, for each time that 
I would try one of the members would acci- 
dently turn his head toward us and so it 
was, up to the time we reached the bank, 
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and even there I was unable to do so, as 
when reaching there we found what seemed 
to be a strange coincidence, a number of 
the other club members. 

“Not being able to hand Joyce the money, 
which I was apparently trying my best to 
do, I whispered in Joyce’s ear, ‘Make no 
blunder; cause no delay, but draw your 
money from the bank and I will give you 
the money I now have on our way back.’ 
In this way Mr. Joyce was obliged to draw 
his own five thousand dollars out. 

“T had the same difficulty in coming 
back as I had on the way to the bank; 
unable, on account of the club members, 
to give the money that I had in my pocket 
to Joyce, and when we arrived at the club, 
Joyce, of course, covered the bet previously 
made with his own money and while they 
were placing their own money in the stake- 
holder’s hand, I seemingly by mistake dis- 
played the large bundle of money that I 
had, and before I could conceal it, one of 
the members, who had glanced in my direc- 
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tion, remarked, ‘I see you have got some 
money. Are you going to make a_ bet?’ 
I acted rather confused at this and with a 
‘We’re-up-against-it’ look on my face, boldly 
announced that that was my intention and 
I would bet five thousand dollars on Owens. 
Joyce, like others we had ‘fleeced,’ made 
no protest, for he was still expecting Roy 
to do as before, hold out five thousand 
dollars, and that he would receive it as 
usual, but as Roy was leaving the room to 
put the money in the safe another awkward 
situation arose. Two or three of the mem- 
bers who had been betting now walked in 
with Roy to the room where the safe was 
located and expressed a desire to count the 
money. Joyce had been warned by Lacey 
that a contretemps of this nature might 
possibly occur and as he had been pre- 
viously instructed, he told the members 
that he saw no necessity for counting the 
money, as he was sure that the stake-holder 
was to be relied on, and that he under- 
stood that he had been acting in the same 
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capacity on many other occasions and why 
not run the race now, as the racers were 
here and the race course all ready prepared, 
and that the winners could then have the 
pleasure of counting the money with the 
stake-holder; and stated further that if he, 
a stranger, was satisfied, they, who were 
so well acquainted with Roy, should be. 
‘““As this was part of the game, of course 
all agreed and went out to the race track, 
which was located a few miles out of town 
and where there would be no spectators 
outside of those concerned. This was a 
transaction where no witnesses were wanted. 
The track had been built with a little hill 
of sand thrown up between the two runners. 
By this each had a separate track to run on. 
I was the one chosen as the starter. They 
agreed to start at the crack of a pistol and 
in the start I gave Owens a great advantage. 
He was at least two feet in advance when 
I fired. This lead Owens increased, but 
when half way down the course, he turned 
his head and looked over his shoulder at 
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his opponent and stumbled over the little 
bank of earth that was between them. As 
soon as Lacey saw Owens fall, he plainly 
slowed up, apparently trying to show his 
unwillingness to win. One of the members 
noticed this hesitancy on Lacey’s part and 
drew a pistol and told him that if he did 
not run he would shoot and shoot to kill. 
Lacey, though showing his reluctance, was 
forced to run past his fallen opponent, who, 
with seeming difficulty, was trying to regain 
his feet, having, as he said afterwards, turned 
his foot. 

“Here is where I, like other road men, 
on similar occasions, made a strong play, 
all for the benefit of our victim. 

“T rushed up to the stake-holder, com- 
manding him not to give up the money 
that had been won by an accident and not 
on the merits of the men. I also demanded 
that the race be run over. Roy, the stake- 
holder, also helped me in this little by- 
play, telling those that had won that they 
should not take advantage of an accident, 
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but be fair and agree for the race to be 
run over. This the members refused to 
do. They claimed that they had already 
won the money, and that they were very 
sure that their man would have won if there 
had been no accident, but they would be 
willing to have the race run over if Joyce 
would make an inducement, by adding five 
thousand dollars to the pool that was 
already up.” 

“Very often a victim would do this, los- 
ing five or ten thousand more, on account 
of the large amount of money that he thinks 
is already up, and that it was only an acci- 
dent that had caused him to lose his first 
money. In this case, however, Joyce re- 
fused to bet more. He claimed that he 
did not have it, and after vainly pleading 
to have the race run over, Roy and I took 
him in ‘tow’ and made him believe that 
we were terribly disappointed at the way 
this thing had turned out, and that we did 
not know what to do, because now the 
members would count the money and dis- 
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cover that there was only ten thousand dol- 
lars up against their one hundred thousand 
dollars that they had bet; also that they 
would think that possibly Roy, Joyce and 
myself had stolen the money from the safe. 

“We greatly alarmed Joyce by our repre- 
sentations of the consequences likely to be- 
fall us, as the men that we had defrauded 
were the most influential men of the city, 
and who would no doubt prosecute us, put- 
ting us to a great expense and cause us 
much undesirable notoriety. Thus it was 
not a hard matter to get him to agree to 
leave town with us. 

“We only accompanied him for a short 
distance, when one at a time, on some pre- 
text or other, would leave him, until I was 
the only one left, and I finally managed 
to part company with him at Denver. 

“The money we made in this case was 
divided as follows: I received as my com- 
mission 40 per cent, or $2,000. The Big 
Store, 60 per cent, or $3,000. Out of this 
the Big Store paid the fixed bank and the 
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police that they had been able to corrupt 
and who gave them protection, a certain 
percentage, and the balance was divided 
equally between the members. This in- 
cluded the foot racers, the stake-holder and 
other employees of the Big Store.” 

And thus it was that Mr. Joyce, like many 
others, was persuaded to enter into a crooked 
scheme where he fully expected to rob others. 
It was a dishonest desire, and the treatment 
that he received was fully deserved—that 
of losing his money. For had he been pos- 
sessed of strict moral integrity he would 
not have had the desire to acquire money 
by dishonest methods and would have escaped 
the financial disaster that befell him, also 
the shame that he should feel in having 
associated with a gang of crooks. But 
Joyce’s loss will not be in van, for in order 
to protect the families of men who may be 
dishonestly inclined, or men that may be 
so sorely pressed by business obligations, 
that in the hope of relieving themselves of 
their financial embarrassment they might 
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be induced by the plausible confidence men 
to enter into a like scheme, it is now fully 
explained, as never before, not only of how 
men are fleeced, but how victims are ob- 
tained by the cunning representations of 
the crafty confidence men. 

Morat to Young Men.—You should 
shun, as you would a snake, men who 
present propositions where it is represented 
that you will be able to gain large amounts 
of money without risk, outlay or trouble. 
For it is very seldom, if ever, that you 
recelve something for nothing, and when 
tendered by strangers you can rest assured 
that it is only from you that something for 
nothing is expected. ‘There have been cases 
where the confidence man, unable to ap- 
proach a party who he knows has money, 
and who he thinks has no conscientious 
scruples where he could add to his wealth, 
will enthuse an innocent party who he 
knows has no money, but is in a position 
to induce the party with money to enter 
into the scheme. Many men have lost 
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valuable friendships through a desire to help 
some wealthy friend and derive a_ benefit 
thereby, but not intending to involve his 
friend in disaster. 


CHAPTER V 
SALARY LOAN SHARKS 


N the exposé of grafts, the Salary Loan 
Shark should be placed at the head of 
the list. 

It is impossible for the writer to under- 
stand how a people as enlightened as we 
of the present day are supposed to be, 
will allow this line of graft to continue. 

The parasites who conduct this graft may 
not be instrumental in making the laws 
that permit it, but one thing is apparent 
to the writer and that is that the law-makers 
themselves have never come in contact with 
this terrible evil, nor are they personally 
injured by it. If they were, they would 
understand it better and take action that 
would efface it. This species of vampire, 
however, does not prey on the class of people 
who make our laws. Their victims are of 


a different strata of society; composed mainly 
(123) 
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of the already overburdened working class, 
who, on account of insufficient salary, sick- 
ness or other extra expenses unavoidably 
incurred, are not able to make both ends 
meet. 

The poor men or women, greatly harassed 
and probably knowing from past experience 
that they can receive no assistance from 
their employers, are forced to seek other 
means of raising money. ‘They have seen 
in all of the daily papers the trap that has 
been set so long for them. The patient 
trappers never grow weary, but rebait their 
traps every night and morning with con- 
spicuous ‘“‘ads” that read something like 
this: 


ype) 


Money for salaried people. Come to us. We help 
in time of need. We will let you have money. Your 
name only is required. Cheap rates of interest and 
very easy payments. Business strictly confidential. 


There never was a trap set with more 
lies and deceit. Even if this is not obtain- 
ing money under false pretenses, it certainly 


Salary Loan Sharks 125 


seems that this class of grafters could be 
punished on the grounds of “using the 
mails for fraudulent purposes,” as the papers 
in which the above ‘‘ads” 
mailed to other cities. 

The working or salaried man, seeing this 
kind offer displayed, thinks that some big- 
hearted philanthropist is in business for the 
sole purpose of helping and doing mankind 
good. Upon seeking this proffered assist- 
ance, however, these are the actual condi- 


are placed are 


tions he finds existing. 

Upon entering their place of business he 
fails to see the benevolent old gentleman 
he had pictured in his mind. Instead, he 
is more apt to find a woman, as these 
places are usually presided over by a woman. 
It is an easy matter for those who have 
had business dealings in this line before to 
pick out the old-timers, for the business in 
which they are engaged has made them 
hard-hearted; in fact, they must have very 
small hearts or they would not be employed 
in a business that causes their clients so much 
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future distress. This hardness is soon depicted 
in their faces, but, as in all other forms of 
graft, it is part of their profession to be polite 
and pleasant in order to obtain business. 

It is this hard-faced, but at this time very 
pleasant mannered, woman who invites the 
person seeking aid to take a seat, and in 
a kindly manner inquires how she can serve 
him. Assured by the reception he receives, 
he states his wants and the amount of 
money that will tide him over until his 
next pay day. He is pleasantly informed 
that it is all right and that the money will 
be furnished to him without trouble, as 
they are helping a great many others in 
the same way, who have become temporarily 
embarrassed, and that he would be greatly 
surprised were she to tell him the names 
of some of them—people that were sup- 
posed to be well off. So she tells him that 
there is no need for him to feel any humilia- 
tion in having to come to them for a loan. 

He is now informed of a few little formal- 
ities that are necessary before the loan is 
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made. The first thing to do is to fill in 
and answer the questions asked. Among 
these questions are the following: 


State age. Where born? Married or single? At 
what place has he been employed for the last four 
years? Where is he now employed? How long has 
he been in their service? What are his duties? How 
much does he receive per month? On what day of 
the month does he receive his salary? How much 
is his indebtedness? To whom owed? What refer- 
ences can he give? 


These are only a few of the important 
questions asked. It is necessary to do this 
only for form’s sake, he is told, because 
after he has filled in and signed this docu- 
ment, it will not be used in any manner, 
but filed away and returned to him when 
he repays the money that they are going 
to loan him. 

Reader, you can see what a fund of in- 
formation is gained by these sharks, looking 
for protection, not only for the business now on 
hand, but to know if he would be a desirable 
client to entangle in future business. 
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The man, before signing, will probably 
ask if this document is going to be pre- 
sented for his employers’ inspection, or if 
they are in any way to be informed of the 
transaction, explaining that if it be the case, 
he dare not borrow the money, as it might 
mean the losing of his position if they were 
~ to find out that he was in such financial 
straits as to cause him to borrow money. 
After being assured that there is no danger 
of this, it being, as she had told him before, 
a mere matter of form, he will sign it. 

He has up to this time been led to be- 
lieve that the signing of this document 
would be the only formality required before 
receiving the money, but a note is now 
brought forth which only requires his signa- 
ture. As he knows this is only a business 
requirement, he will make no objection to 
signing it, but is now informed that he is 
not to receive the money until he has signed 
another note; this note to be indorsed by 
some reliable man, either in business, or 
by one that has steady employment. He 


x 
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is told this by the clever usher, who is 
employed for her adroitness in this line 
and who is cunningly guiding him to the 
web which is meant to entangle him. She 
tells him that it will be no trouble for him 
to do so, as he certainly has some friend who 
will be willing to help him to obtain the 
loan. This generally meets with a little 
but feeble remonstrance, which is usually 
very easy for her to overcome. 

He is then told to take the note and 
have his friend sign it, and the next day, 
at a certain hour, to bring the note to the 
office and have the endorser with him, at 
which time she will have the check all ready 
for him. 

The next day, at the appointed hour, he 
will appear with a friend who is willing to 
sign the note with him. There is still a 
small delay, occasioned by the friend having 
to answer the following questions: 


Where is he employed? How long has he been in 
his present position? How much does he receive per 
month? When does he receive his pay, etc.? 

9 
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The questions being satisfactorily answered, 
the check is then delivered. 

The endorser is not only required to pro- 
tect the loan sharks from loss, but he is made 
to answer questions that are for the purpose 
of aiding them in securing a line on him as 
another possible victim at a future time. 

Now, to show the deception of the loan 
sharks’ ‘‘ads.”’ They have promised to 
help those in distress, to loan money at a 
low rate of interest, on easy terms, and 
that there is to be no publicity attached 
in making the loan. At the office they 
further state that the papers signed by the 
borrower are not to be used against him, 
but merely as a matter of form. All their 
representations, it will be shown, are entirely 
tissues of deceit. 

Instead of the cheap rates of interest, as 
advertised, usurious rates are charged. For 
instance, if a person should wish to borrow 
twenty dollars, he would, in most of the 
salary loan offices, have to give his note for 
twenty-eight dollars, payable in three equal 


Salary Loan Sharks 131 


monthly payments. This is at the rate of 40 
per cent for three months, or 160 per cent 
per year. Reader, just think of it! And these 
blood-sucking institutions are allowed to sap 
the vitality from the sinews of the pro- 
ducers of the wealth of this great nation, 
viz: the working class. 

This octopus graft is operated all over 
the country and when a victim is once in 
the grasp of their cruel tentacles, it is almost 
impossible for him to extricate himself. 
He flounders around in his efforts to do so, 
but becomes more entangled with each 
effort. The victim finally becomes so in- 
volved that he is unable to continue his 
payments; the interest he has probably 
kept up for months, perhaps years, and 
when at last, in spite of all his struggles, 
he is unable to make a settlement, even 
though he has paid the principal fifty times 
over, these bloodthirsty sharks will show 
him no mercy, but will seek to destroy him 
entirely by trying to cause him to lose his 
position. This they often succeed in doing, 
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as employers are aware of the danger to 
themselves in having an employee who is 
involved in debt and who might be tempted 
to steal in order to meet his obligations. 
So, when the money shark makes his accu- 
sation, the employer in most cases will not 
take time to investigate, will dispense with 
the services of the entangled employee, know- 
ing that his place can easily be filled by 
another just as competent. 

Now, as regards the confidential part of 
the business, as promised the applicant when 
asking for the loan. 

No sooner has the man left the loan 
shark’s office to find a friend who will be 
willing to sign the note with him, than 
the woman who has just promised that the 
business will be entirely confidential gets 
busy with the telephone, making inquiries 
at the place where the man is employed 
and also calling up the other addresses 
which the applicant had given as references. 
This is done in order to gain information 
as to the man’s standing. If she finds the 
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applicant is in a position to meet the obli- 
gations, she will then decide to make the 
loan. But she further abuses the promise 
she has made. For if at the end of a month, 
when a payment is due, it is not promptly 
met, she does not hesitate about calling up 
the place where the man is employed and 
asking if he is there. If he is, she asks 
that he come to the ’phone and she then 
tells him that his payment is due and if 
not paid at once she will be obliged to take 
his note to his employer for collection. This 
usually has the desired effect and he will 
make all efforts to comply with her request 
at once. If he cannot be located at the 
place where he is employed, she will call 
up the person who endorsed the note with 
him, informing him of the fact that the 
note has not been paid and if not settled 
at once, she will be forced to coliect from 
him. 

She will not let matters go very far before 
she calls up those whom he had given as 
references, having no compunctions about 
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making known the nature of her business 
and the reason she has for wishing to locate 
him. 

She shows no consideration as to what 
disturbance she might raise in his own 
family, but will call him up at his home 
and state her business, leaving word for 
him to settle at once 

This should show to all the utter disregard 
of promises made as to the business being 
“strictly confidential.” 

It might also be stated that some of 
these loan sharks have the audacity to even 
exact a two dollar ‘‘bonus” for making the 
loan; same to be deducted from the prin- 
cipal when receiving it; that is, when a 
loan of twenty dollars is acquired, the signer 
of the note receives but eighteen dollars in 
cash, but pays interest at the rate of 160 
per cent per annum on twenty dollars. 
Reader, after reading of the conditions as 
they exist, can you not help to abolish 
this evil? It can easily be accomplished 
if you will use your moral influence with 


a 
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this end in view. Refuse your support 
to this increasing menace and endeavor to 
restrain others from entangling themselves. 


CHAPTER VI 
FortTuNE TELLERS 


OUR attention is now called to the 

Fortune Telling frauds. This fraud 

is practised constantly, even on people 
that you would think too intelligent to be 
deceived by the followers of this system of 
obtaining money, but it is upon the poorer 
working men and women, a class that can 
ill afford it, but who are so anxious to better 
their condition that they grasp at straws, 
that these parasites subsist, often accumu- 
lating large fortunes. 

The deluded and superstitious, thinking 
that they will secure good luck, will put 
on their clothes inside out, place salt in their 
shoes, turn around three times if they meet 
a cross-eyed person, and hundreds of other 
things, all superstitious, nonsensical ideas. 
They will deprive themselves of the neces- 


sities of life so as to save the money to 
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give to some fortune teller for interpreting 
a dream for them; the dream more than 
likely caused by a want that this money 
that they are throwing away would supply. 
Or they will give money from their scanty 
earnings to a fortune teller for reading the 
cards for them; and this they repeat when- 
ever they have the price. 

In spite of the invariable disappointments, 
the oft-promised ‘‘letters with money in” 
never arriving, or never hearing of the 
legacy that was to be received from some 
unknown relative that had died. All these 
disappointments do not seem to discourage 
them; they continue to put their savings 
into the capacious maw of the fraud that 
has taken them in tow. 

It is the vulgar Gipsies, however, that the 
writer wishes to expose. For while other 
fortune tellers, by false representations of 
powers that they do not possess, are really 
stealing the money that they receive, they 
do not resort to the filthy and immoral 
methods of some of the Gipsy harlots and 
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thieves who pose as fortune tellers or palm 
readers. Their gaudy signs are displayed in 
many streets in almost every city of any size in 
the Union. While standing in their doorways 
they wheedle victims in this manner: 

“Have your fortune told? Tell nice for- 
tune. Only ten cents. Come inside, I 
want to tell you something. Ten cents; 
not much money. Come in, I tell you some- 
thing so you make very much money. 
Come, tell good fortune, five cents.” 

In this way she continues and will, if 
you still hesitate about entering, say, ‘‘Come, 
I tell you for nothing.” 

Many are thus enticed and just for curios- 
ity enter. If it be a man, he is invited into 
a little back room and told to sit down. 
The Gipsy will then take his hand and 
start off with, “You going to have much 
good luck. Let me take handkerchief, I 
no keep it. Let me have piece of money— 
five cents. I no keep, only tell good.” 
Now when the money requested is given, 
she will discover from which pocket it is 


. 
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taken and will try and see how much more 
he has. No matter what sized piece of 
money she receives, she will say, ‘Nother 
piece. No be ’fraid; I give back. You 
got much more.” She will then reach over 
and tap with her hand the pocket from 
which she saw the single piece extracted. 
If she discovers that he has no more money 
—and they are very quick in discerning— 
she will tell him some sort of a fortune and 
say, ‘“I keep money for telling good fortune. 
You no care. You not stingy.’ With this 
he is dismissed, unless he has a watch or 
ring that she can coax or steal away from 
him. 

If she has discovered that he has more 
money, she proceeds to gain it by shrewd- 
ness, combined with immoral actions. How 
far she will go depends upon the amount 
of money that he has with him. The usual 
method is to coax as much as she can from 
him, always with a promise of returning 
it; then, with vulgar actions, too disgusting 
to explain, she will suggest thoughts that 
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for the time being will cause him to forget 
his money, which, with the dexterity of a 
professional “dip,” she will extract from 
his pocket; during which time she is telling 
the victim a very glowing fortune. 

Every now and then she apparently for- 
gets herself and speaks in a Gipsy dialect, 
but this is to her male or female confederate, 
who, unknown to the victim, is in close 
proximity. It is to this confederate that 
the money is surreptitiously given through 
the curtain that separates the two rooms. 
The accomplice then makes his or her 
“oet-away.” 

It is very seldom that the victim raises 
any disturbance other than to demand that 
he be permitted to search the fortune teller 
and the premises, for as a rule he feels 
compromised by the actions of both the 
Gipsy and himself while having his fortune 
told. 

Sometimes it happens that he disregards 
these scruples and calls in the officers of the 
law. The Gipsy never leaves the shack, 
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but will purposely remain in full view of 
the audience that has been attracted by 
the disturbance, made, until the arrival of 
the officers; when they arrive they will 
search the Gipsy, also the premises. She 
will vigorously disclaim any knowledge of 
having any other money than the few cents 
she has kept as a blind. The officers are 
forced to believe her and the victim is very 
often threatened with arrest for what the 
officers proclaim, “false accusations against 
a poor woman who is trying to make an 
honest living.” 

This exposé is meant for the protection 
of the public and it is the desire of the 
writer to arouse action that will be taken 
against the operators of all lines of graft. 
In this case it would not be difficult to 
obtain proof, as any officer in citizen’s clothes 
could, by a visit made in the ordinary way, 
requiring considerable persuasion before enter- 
ing, and a display of money, find out the 
truth of this article. The writer does not 
wish to dictate to those in charge of affairs 
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of this kind, but it would be a matter of 
great satisfaction to him to know that this 
charge would be investigated, as it would 
result in the improvement of things and 
the abolishment of these obnoxious nomads. 


CHAPTER VII 
CLAIRVOYANTS 


HE writer knows that very little 
good will result from an exposé of 
the methods of the clairvoyants; 
this delusion only appeals to the ignorant 
and superstitious, and it matters not what 
arguments are presented against it, they 
cannot be disillusioned from their belief. 
Hardly a day passes but some clairvoyant’s 
method is exposed to the public, yet the 
superstitious people who support these frauds 
will continue to be humbugged as long, 
I dare say, as there is one clairvoyant left 
who has not been exposed as a fraud. 
Although the writer is familiar with sev- 
eral different forms of this graft that are 
practised by these tricksters, he knows the 
uselessness of trying to warn the believers 
in the infallibility of the predictions of 


these so-called “‘Foretellers of coming events.” 
(143) 
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We think one instance that came under 
the personal observation of the writer will 
suffice to show up the methods used by all of 
the charlatans engaged in this kind of fraud. 

Most of you have seen an ‘‘ad”’ of this 
character in the daily newspapers: 


It will be to your interest to pay me a visit. I 
have helped hundreds of others to gain wealth and 
position by informing them what vocations they were 
best adapted for. Come and see me. I will call you 
by your full name. Answer all questions that you 
wish to know. ‘This I will do without asking any 
question of you. I can also tell you your past and 
future life. 


It is to be hoped that you only gave it 
the attention that its merits entitled it to. 

The writer, hearing of a man who was 
operating, with great success to himself, in 
this particular line, resolved to pay him a 
visit. The clairvoyant had made an inde- 
pendent fortune and had over three hun- 
dred regular clients who were paying him 
from twenty-five cents to as high as five 
dollars for a reading. 
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These patrons of his had great faith in 
him, any one of whom would have been 
greatly indignant had anyone questioned 
his supernatural powers, but I was con- 
vinced that he, like others in this line of 
graft, was also a fake. 

In order to try and discover how he man- 
aged to fool so many, I dropped in on him 
early one morning. Even at this early 
hour, upon entering, I found a dozen or 
more people awaiting their turn to converse, 
through the medium, with their deceased 
relatives in relation to some love or busi- 
ness affair. 

He was a very rapid worker and it was 
not long before I was ushered into the 
presence of this man with the much-heralded 
occult power. I was required to take a 
seat, but not before the medium had held 
me up for one dollar. This fee was demanded 
before the medium would answer the ques- 
tions that he said he knew I was going to 
ask. 

After I had taken my seat I was presented 


10 


146 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


with a pencil and a blank sheet of paper. 
The paper, I could readily see, had been 
folded, refolded and folded again; the creases 
plainly showing. After receiving the slip 
of paper, I was requested to write my name 
on it, also the names of one or two relatives 
who had died, and also to write what ques- 
tions I desired answered. He told me that 
after I had written what I wished to, to 
call him, as he would be busy in another 
room. 

I did as he requested, although I had 
already formed ideas as to how this trick 
was going to be operated. To protect my- 
self against other methods that I knew 
had. been used, I was careful not to write 
upon anything that would create a dupli- 
cate or retain an impression, or to write 
where it could be read from secret places 
prepared in the walls or ceiling. 

After writing upon and folding the paper, 
I announced that all was ready. The 
medium came at once and glancing at the 
folded slip in my hand, told me to fold it 
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once more. This I did. He then asked 
me to place the hand holding the paper 
on the table, palm up. He then placed 
one of his hands over mine that contained 
the paper, taking hold of my free (right) 
hand with his unemployed (left) hand. He 
then told me that he did not pretend to 
be a mind reader, and did not wish to create 
that impression; also, that I might think 
of anything other than the questions that 
I desired answered. He said that I might 
think of the blue sky, the heavens or the 
clouds. After this he read the lines of my 
right hand and told me a lot of stuff about 
my going to live to a ripe old age, that 
some very good luck was about to befall 
me and many other things to which I paid 
little attention. 

After this palm reading act, he withdrew 
his left hand, which had been resting over 
my left hand, the one in which I held the 
paper, and asked me to now fold my hand 
over the paper and place it against my fore- 
head. While asking me to do this, he had 
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taken up a daily paper which was lying 
on the table, and was crushing it in his 
hand while talking to me. He then started 
to roll his eyes and acted as though he was 
in a trance, shading his eyes with his hands 
and saying, ‘Mr. H. K. James, your daughter 
Mary and your Uncle William are both 
here. They say that the mining property, 
the Minnie Mine, is going to turn out all 
right and that you will be very wealthy 
in less than five years.” 

He had done as he had advertised: called 
me by my right name, gave me the names 
of two of my dead relatives and also an- 
swered the question that I had asked. All 
this he had done without my having said 
anything that would have given him the 
information. 

I will state, however, that I had no inter- 
est in the Minnie Mine. In fact, I had no 
interest in any mining property, but merely 
used this as something to ask a question 
about. 

Up to this time everything had progressed 
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smoothly, but I had discovered, as I had 
hoped to do, how he was imposing upon the 
superstitious credulity of the ignorant. When 
he once more began rustling the daily paper, 
I knew his object in so doing. While still 
rustling the paper he told me of certain 
conditions that I should try to avoid, and 
of how I would know when to take advan- 
tage of other conditions that would soon 
arise. After he had told me all this, he 
asked me to take away from my forehead 
the hand in which I was still holding the 
paper and place it upon the table, palm up. 
This I did, still holding the paper that I 
was supposed to think had never left my 
possession. But when I saw his intention 
of placing his hand over mine, I closed my 
hand tightly and told him that he need 
not proceed further with his chicanery, as 
I had now gained a complete knowledge 
of how he performed the act with which 
he was gulling the people and at the same 
time making himself rich. 

He grew highly indignant at this, and 
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wanted to know what I meant by making 
such an accusation. If I was dissatisfied, 
he would refund the dollar that I had paid 
him. He said, furthermore, that he would 
not allow me or anyone else to call him a 
hypocrite. 

I told him that it was no use for him 
to bluster, as I was not being fooled by it, 
and could easily prove him to be a fraud 
and a humbug. At the same time I told 
him that for over thirty years it had been 
my business to investigate all concerns that 
had the earmarks of fraud or graft that 
were being practised upon the public. I 
also told him that the line he followed might 
not be as lucrative as some that I had 
investigated, but it was certainly the lar- 
gest field of deceit and imposition that I 
had come in contact with; its foundation 
was laid on lies and the whole business, 
as far as I could find out, was nothing but 
a tissue of falsehood and deceit. 

I told him that I could prove to him 
that I knew how he worked his game, that 
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the slip of paper that he had given to me 
was from a tab, and that the creases in it 
were for the purpose of expecting that I 
would fold the paper in the same manner, 
as it would be natural for any one to do. 
I also told him that it was not absolutely 
necessary to his scheme for the paper to 
be folded in the same creases, but it cer- 
tainly made it easier for him to substitute 
the paper that he had prepared from the 
same pad. 

I told him that the reason he had asked 
me to fold my paper again was because he 
saw that it needed to be folded once more 
in order to make it the same size as the 
piece of paper that he was holding in his 
hand, and further explained to him that 
I knew when he had changed the paper; 
it was when he had told me to think of 
the clouds, sky or the heavens. He had 
mentioned these subjects, for they would 
naturally cause one to look upward. It 
was while holding his hand over mine at 
that time, and while engaging my thoughts 
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for a second on other things, that he had 
made the change, substituting the blank 
piece of paper that he had held in his hand 
for the paper that I had in my hand and 
on which IJ had asked for information about 
the Minnie Mine, and had also given the 
fictitious names of a supposed daughter 
Mary and an uncle William and to which 
I had the name Mr. H. K. James. I told 
him that he was an expert in making this 
change, for though I was expecting it, I 
had not felt him do it, but that I could 
perceive from his other actions that he had 
done so. 

I then explained that his reason for rustling 
the newspaper was to cover the noise that 
he made in opening the paper that he had 
so cunningly extracted from my hand. While 
he was telling me to be careful at certain 
periods of my life and at the same time 
rustling the daily paper with his right hand, 
he was opening, on his side of the table, 
the note he had taken from my hand. After 
he had my paper opened and had spread 
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it out on his knee, everything was smooth 
sailing for him. While he was in that sup- 
posed trance, and wildly rolling and shading 
his eyes with his hands, he saw and read 
what I had written on the paper, and was, 
of course, able to call me by name, give 
the names of departed relatives that I had 
given and could give some sort of an answer 
to the questions that I had asked. As for 
the correctness of the answers, he was per- 
fectly aware that I or others could not, 
at that time, prove or disprove. 

After he had answered the questions, he 
once more warned me how careful I must 
be in placing any trust in a certain, large 
dark man. 

He did not know exactly who this party 
was, but at a future reading, he assured 
me, he would know who it was. 

This was for the purpose of extracting 
more money from me at some future 
time. 

During this conversation, he was again 
crushing the daily paper in his hand, appar- 
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ently trying to further impress me with 
the importance of the warning that he was 
giving me. At the same time, however, 
the rustling of the paper did not hide from 
my expectant ears the sound of the crum- 
pling paper on the side of the table occupied 
by the clairvoyant. This slight noise was 
made by him in refolding the paper con- 
taining my questions. It was after he had 
accomplished this, and was expecting to 
again make a substitution of the paper, so 
that if I made an investigation it would 
cause me to think that the original had 
never left my possession, that I called a 
halt in the proceedings, as I had found out 
that he, like others who were following 
the same line, was a fake and a humbug. 

I then proceeded to open up the paper 
that I had in my hand and which he had 
been unable to make a substitution for, 
and found, as I knew I would, that it con- 
tained no writing at all; just a blank piece 
of paper. 

I then asked him for the piece of paper 
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that was still in his hand and which con- 
tained the questions I had asked. 

He was convinced that it was not guess- 
work with me, but knew that I was aware 
of the way in which he was defrauding the 
people and it was with some reluctance 
that he gave the paper to me. Of course, 
when I opened it, I found that it was the 
paper upon which I had written. 

Upon my exposing this neat little trick 
of his, he became very humble and docile. 
When I informed him that it was my inten- 
tion to publish an account of this and all 
other grafts that I had been able to uncover, 
he begged piteously, asking me not to ex- 
pose him particularly. He promised that 
if I would not divulge his secret, he would 
dismiss those who were waiting for him and 
would close up his place of business at 
once and would never again enter the same 
line of business. 

He further said that it was on account 
of his family that he asked this favor. I 
assured him that I would do nothing to 
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injure him just then if he would do as he 
had promised. 

As to whether or not he actually did go 
out of this business, I am not in a position 
to state, but I do know that he soon left 
the city in which he was then located, de- 
parting for parts unknown. 

The writer hopes that the exposure of 
this clairvoyant will not be as fruitless of 
results as past exposures have been, and 
that the reader will realize the fraud that 
is practised by this class of operators, and 
that the warning will have the effect of 
causing some persons to shun those who 
are engaged in this nefarious calling. 
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THE COUNTERFEITERS 


CHAPTER VIII 


THE Twenty DoLuAR CouNTERFEITING Con- 
FIDENCE GAME 


HIS is a great graft and is being 

operated with much success by con- 

fidence men all over the world. 
Their method of procedure is to select some 
business man who is financially distressed 
but still has some property that he can 
convert into cash. Men who will grasp 
at any means to regain a foothold that 
will enable them to tide over the crisis. 
Having found a man in this position, the 
confidence man casts his line, with the hook 
so enticingly baited that it very seldom 
fails to land the ‘“‘money-hungry sucker.” 

In order to clearly expose this smooth | 
piece of knavery in a way that the reader 
will understand how to advise and possibly 
save some one who might: be tempted, the 


writer will relate the experience of a Mr. 
(157) 
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Huff, who lost three thousand dollars, and 
who now regrets, not the money lost, but 
the humiliation he feels in having allowed 
his morals to be so violently corrupted by 
entering into such a wicked scheme, and for 
money only. He rightly accuses himself of 
being no better morally than those who had 
fleeced him. 

The writer will not only describe the loss 
of the money, but will tell how it was ac- 
complished and how Mr. Huff, like many 
others, was led into the trap that not only 
robs them of their money but their self- 
respect. 

The story of this downfall will be related 
as nearly as possible as it was to the writer 
by Mr. Huff, who is still engaged in the 
same business and at the same location as 
he was at the time that the confidence man 
fleeced him. His experience has shown to 
him, as it should to others, that it is not 
by dishonesty that one regains financial 
standing. In times of business depression, 
sound business ability, combined with up- 
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right principles, will overcome all obstacles 
and restore order out of chaos. 

Thus it was with Mr. Huff. He not 
only weathered the financial storm, but the 
loss of the three thousand dollars which he 
was buncoed out of. This he did by mak- 
ing up his mind to lead a clean life in the 
future and to meet his obligations in a manly 
and business-like manner. 

“Tt was about five years ago,” said Mr. 
Huff, ““when I first met Mr. John Harker. 
He rented the room over this store and 
was apparently a very sociable and gentle- 
manly fellow, who had traveled extensively. 
He told me much of himself, related many 
anecdotes and was so entertaining that it 
was with pleasurable anticipation that I 
looked forward to the three o’clock hour; 
from then until four is my quiet time— 
very little doing. During these hours he 
was almost sure to call in, usually intro- 
ducing himself with, ‘I have a new one,’ 
and while we were enjoying a good cigar 
each (he always carried his case full), he 
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would tell some of the best stories that 
I have ever heard. He was in a class by 
himself as a mimic. 

“He had been in town about a month, 
when he informed me that he was looking 
for a real estate proposition. It was dur- 
ing this time that my creditors were crowd- 
ing me for the money that was due them 
and which I was unable to pay, for I had 
been doing a large credit business and col- 
lections were slow. There were thousands 
of dollars on my books that I could not 
collect. It looked as if there was no hope 
for me and that I would be forced into 
bankruptcy. It was also about this time 
that I noticed a peculiarity of my inter- 
esting friend Mr. Harker, who to all appear- 
ances seemed to enjoy my company as well 
as I did his. And it had gotten to be quite 
a common occurrence for one of us to invite 
the other to dinner or to some place of 
amusement. When he was doing the hon- 
ors he invariably tendered in payment a 
twenty dollar gold piece, it mattered not 
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how small the expenses were; and what 
seemed strange to me was that, although 
he was always receiving change from these 
twenty dollar gold pieces, he never seemed 
to have any change about him. If we 
were out together the very next night, it 
would seem as though he had run out, for 
he would in settling his account again pre- 
sent another twenty dollar piece in pay- 
ment. 

“This finally put me to thinking, so the 
next time he paid rent for his room, which 
he paid weekly, as usual he handed me a 
twenty dollar gold piece. I gave him the 
change that was due him and after he had 
gone I gave the coin a very close examina- 
tion, but, as I felt certain of doing, I found 
there was nothing wrong with it, and made 
up my mind that my friend was spending 
more money on the outside than I knew of. 
But I felt as though by this time we had 
become sufficiently well acquainted as to en- 
able me to ‘josh’ him a little about his 
seemingly inexhaustible supply of twenty 

11 
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dollar gold pieces. That night I invited 
him to dinner and while we were eating 
and joking together, I asked him how long 
he expected to stay in town with us, and 
expressed a wish that he might stay long 
enough to rid himself of all those twenty 
dollar gold pieces which it seemed to me 
that he was trying to do, and that he must 
have a mint of his own that only coined 
double eagles. He laughed heartily, saying, 
‘There is many a truth spoken in jest.’ He 
asked me to go with him to his room and 
he would tell me all about it, and that I 
might receive great benefit therefrom. As 
my curiosity was greatly aroused, I readily 
consented to accompany him. After dinner 
we went to his room, and while unstrapping 
and having some difficulty in unlocking a 
large leather-bound box, he told me that 
he had several times before been on the 
point of giving me an opportunity of making 
a great deal of money, but that he had 
hardly felt safe to do so, but was now satis- 
fied that I could be trusted and he was 
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quite sure, even though I would not enter- 
tain the proposition he was about to pre- 
sent, that I would not wish to injure him 
by telling others about it, especially as I 
would see that it was from a desire to help 
me that he would make it. 

“He had by this time unlocked the big 
box, from which he was taking other smaller 
ones, depositing them on the floor; but 
before unlocking them he again announced 
his confidence in me, but in a case like this 
he must be sure how he stood. He requested 
that in case the proposition he was about 
to make did not appeal to me, that I would 
give him my word of honor not to say any- 
thing about it to anyone. ‘This I promised, 
but told him if it was anything dishonorable, 
he need go no further, for I would have 
nothing to do with it. He said that there 
would be no harm in showing me what he 
had. Without further preliminary he opened 
the boxes. From one he took a small fur- 
nace, bellows, thermometer, water glass and 
other attachments; from ‘another box a 
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small heating contrivance. This he placed 
under the furnace. After loading the fur- 
nace with some coke, he ignited it. From 
another box were taken some bars of metal, 
which he placed in a large crucible with an 
iron handle. Now I understood why Mr. 
Harker, when engaging his room, would 
only accept one that was provided with a 
fireplace. The reason he gave at the time 
was that he thought 1t much more cheerful. 
It was in this fireplace that he set up his 
furnace, in which he now put the crucible 
that contained the bars of metal. I now 
understood his purpose and had fully made 
up my mind not to mix myself in it; and 
this night’s disclosure would end our friendly 
intercourse, which I very much regretted. 
I had thought him a perfect gentleman and 
had prized his friendship greatly, and deeply 
regretted that one with more than ordinary 
ability and intelligence was devoting his 
time in the exploiting of wicked schemes; 
but as I had allowed him to go so far, I 
might as well witness the whole performance. 
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“Tt only took a short time for the metal 
in the crucible to melt. Mr. Harker then 
poured part of it into another crucible and 
was very particular in measuring it out. 
He then displayed a steel bottle contain- 
ing a red and most peculiar looking sub- 
stance, a drop of which on any inflammable 
material would cause it to ignite. This, 
Harker explained, was the most valuable 
and necessary article that was used, and 
said that it created the proper color and 
gave the right ring to the metal. He then 
spoke out boldly and told me that a bottle 
of this size, full of the preparation, and 
enough bullion to go with it, would cost 
one thousand dollars, but would make six 
thousand dollars worth of imitation twenty 
dollar gold pieces the same as those he had 
passed on me and that I had witnessed him 
passing on others. He told me he had 
purchased at three different times, three 
thousand dollars worth and had made eigh- 
teen thousand dollars worth of twenty dollar 
gold pieces, and had spent it in traveling 
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around the world. He said that he had 
been foolish, for he had spent all the money, 
not even holding out enough to purchase 
another one thousand dollar supply. This 
he said was the least amount that any one 
could buy, and he only had enough mate- 
rial left to make two hundred dollars. But 
with this he would show me how it was 
done. He then poured the contents of the 
bottle into the crucible with the bullion 
and placed it back into the furnace. From 
the last box he took a small but heavy 
press and some copper dies. Again he 
took out the crucible containing the metal; 
the contents of the steel bottle had given 
it a fiery red color. This he poured through 
a funnel-shaped pipe on the dies, which he 
had placed inside of the press. He was 
governed each time by an indicator, which 
was placed on the side of the press, as to 
the amount of metal he used. He allowed 
a certain time to intervene, after which he 
would bear with all his might on a lever; 
this would cause what appeared to be a 
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red-hot, genuine twenty dollar gold piece 
to tinkle into a porcelain cup which was 
attached to and under the press. 

‘When the metal had all been consumed, 
we found that there were just ten of the 
imitation gold coins manufactured; taking 
these out of the cup with a spoon made 
for the purpose, he placed them in a 
wash basin of water to cool. I was 
then allowed to examine them, and could 
detect no difference in appearance or 
ring from the genuine twenty dollar gold 
pieces. 

‘“‘T told him that it was the most remark- 
able piece of ingenuity that I had ever 
witnessed, and that I thought there were 
very few if any but what would accept 
them as genuine. 

“He told me that he had passed them in 
banks in almost all the large cities of the 
world, and that there had never been a 
single hesitation in their handing out the 
currency that he had requested in exchange 
for his gold. He then opened the press 
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to show me, as he said, how clean the work 
was and what a small percentage of the 
material was wasted. I found that there 
was just a little of the metal that had 
adhered to the sides. 

“Mr. Harker then packed up his para- 
phernalia in the different boxes and locked 
them up in the big box as before. 

‘““He then asked me to take the spurious 
coins that he had just made, and place them 
in my safe until morning, at which time he 
would call for them. I did as he asked, but 
made up my mind that when I gave him the 
money, it would also end our acquaintance. 
» “After a little further desultory conversa- 
tion, we parted for the night. I could not 
sleep that night for thinking about what 
I had seen, and could not help but think 
how easy it would be, if I would be willing 
to do wrong, to extricate myself from the 
financial difficulties I was now in.” 

Here the narrator paused long enough in 
his recital to request the writer, in giving 
his experience to the public, to give him 
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the little credit he felt he was entitled to, 
for sorely pressed as he was, he had made 
a hard fight and for the time being over- 
come the temptation, and said that when 
he arose the next morning it was with a 
firm determination to tell the wicked Mr. 
Harker that he wished to never see him 
again, and for him to depart from his prem- 
ises with his counterfeiting apparatus. 

“But,” resumed Mr. Huff, ‘‘alas for my 
weakness! My honest resolutions were torn 
asunder. Upon opening my mail that same 
morning my creditors were more insistent 
than ever, all demanding an immediate 
settlement of their accounts, under penalty 
of immediate suit. 

“T well knew that if one of them started 
proceedings, it would precipitate matters 
and all of the others would close down on 
me like a pack of hungry wolves, so when 
Mr. Harker called on me, I was more than 
eager to meet him half way when he made 
the proposition that seemed to be my only 


salvation. 
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“Harker showed by his manner that he 

had no doubts as to my willingness to enter- 
tain the proposition that he was going to 
make. I could not understand how it was 
that he seemed to know the financial straits 
I was in, or else he would not have been 
so confident of my co-operation with him 
in his, I now admit, wicked counterfeiting 
scheme. 
- “He asked me if I was fully satisfied 
that the counterfeits could be safely passed, 
for if I had any doubts, I could easily sat- 
isfy myself by going to the different banks 
with him and he would exchange for currency 
the twenty dollar pieces that I had seen 
him manufacture in his room. I informed 
him that I was perfectly satisfied on that 
point, but did not deem it necessary to 
enlighten him of the fact that I had already 
that morning, in order to further satisfy 
myself, taken two of the counterfeits to 
one of the banks and had exchanged them 
for forty dollars in small bills. 

“Mr. Harker did not seem to discover 
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when I gave him the counterfeits that he 
had placed in my keeping, that I had sub- 
stituted two genuine twenty dollar gold 
pieces for the two that I had taken out 
and exchanged for currency at the bank. 

“Mr. Harker now explained his proposition 
and the part I was to play in it. He told 
me that the man who sold the supplies for 
making the counterfeits, also dies, presses, 
furnaces, etc., for manufacturing the money, 
lived in New York, and that he would not 
sell less than one thousand dollars worth 
of the material at one time, and to only 
those that he could trust. 

“Mr. Harker wanted me to go to New 
York with him and buy as much of the 
material as I could afford. He would re- 
turn with me and make the counterfeits, 
using his outfit to make them. The outfit 
he would leave in the room until we returned 
from our journey, the expenses of which 
he would pay out of the money that I had 
seen him make. For his time and the use 
of the outfit he proposed to keep twelve 


172 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


hundred dollars out of each six thousand 
dollars coined, leaving me three thousand 
eight hundred dollars for each one thousand 
dollars invested in materials. 

“He also advised me to buy as much 
of the material as I could afford, for I could 
have the counterfeits made up without the 
expense of buying the manufacturing outfit. 
He explained that he had a mercenary 
motive in view, as well as a desire to help 
me, as he hoped to realize for himself enough 
to buy at least one thousand dollars worth 
of the counterfeiting material. He told me 
that he had promised himself that he would 
never again be so foolish as to allow him- 
self to become so short that he could not 
renew his supply when wanted.” 


CHAPTER IX 


Tue Twenty DoLLAR COUNTERFEITING Con- 
FIDENCE GAME (Continued) 


EEING no other way out of my 
predicament, I accepted his proposi- 
tion and agreed to go to New York 

with him, but only agreed to buy one thou- 
sand dollars worth; for my share of the pro- 
ceeds from that amount invested would see 
me over my financial trouble. I also told 
him that I weuld be unable to raise more, 
even if I wanted to, without mortgaging 
some real estate that I possessed, and to 
resort to this extreme measure would cause 
a publicity that I did not desire. After 
temporarily pacifying my creditors with 
promises of settlement in the near future, 
I accompanied Harker to New York. 

“ Arriving there, Harker had no difficulty 
in finding the man who had the supplies for 


sale, and it was not long before we were 
(178) 
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on our way back, with everything necessary 
for our crooked work. We had proceeded 
on our return journey as far as Omaha, 
where we went out to obtain refreshment 
and the fresh air, as we had been doing 
at different stations en route. We had 
taken no trunks with us, as we had no 
intention of staying longer than was abso- 
lutely necessary, but we each had a suit- 
case. In mine was packed the recently 
purchased counterfeiting material. We left 
our suit-cases in our berths when we left 
the car. Returning from our constitutional 
walk, we resumed our places in the train, 
which immediately continued its journey 
westward. Desiring to get a book that 
I was deeply interested in, and which was 
in my suit-case, you can imagine my dis- 
may at discovering that my suit-case had 
disappeared. I thought it possible that 
some one had made a mistake and picked 
up the wrong one, but all my inquiries failed 
to find that one had been left in its place. 

“The nature of the contents of my case 
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made it impossible for us to report our 
loss to the police and there was no other 
way of trying to regain it. I felt this loss 
more than I can express, for I fully intended 
to never again enter into any crooked deal- 
ings after getting my affairs in shape, and 
now I was in a worse position than ever. 
Harker had an easy time in convincing 
me that there was but one thing to do if 
we desired to recover from this loss, and 
that was to get more money with which to 
purchase other supplies, and, as Harker 
told me, it would be foolish for me to raise 
only one thousand dollars next time, as the 
loss that I had sustained, added to the 
twelve hundred dollars which he, Harker, 
was to have received, would make it neces- 
sary for me to buy more than one thou- 
sand dollars worth of the material in order 
for me to derive the benefit that was neces- 
sary to tide me over my difficulties. This 
I told him that I would do, and for him to 
return to New York. I would return home 
and raise two thousand dollars on my prop- 
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erty, after which I would meet him in New 
York. He said that he would have every- 
thing ready so that there would be no more 
delay than necessary. I then left for home 
and it was not long before I was back in 
New York with the two thousand dollars. 

“Harker had everything ready, and it 
was not long before we were on our way 
back, and this time, you may be sure, I 
did not leave my suit-case for a minute, 
only leaving the car to go to the dining 
car. At these times I would leave my 
suit-case in charge of the porter. Harker 
would, as on the previous trip, leave the 
car at some of the stations where we stopped. 
It was on one of these occasions that he 
missed the train. The train was well under 
way, and not having noticed him enter, 
I put my head out of the window and saw 
him running toward and apparently trying 
to overtake the train. Seeing that he was 
unable to do so, he motioned to me in a 
manner that indicated to me that he would 
take the next train. 
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“This accident only caused me to examine 
my suit-case. Finding everything all right, 
I felt no uneasiness. I had everything in 
my own possession, even to the bunch of 
keys with which to unlock the boxes that 
were at home. He had given these to me 
to put in the safe before we left home on 
our first trip; so, with no misgiving, I con- 
tinued my journey homeward. 

“But Harker did not arrive on the next 
train, nor did he ever come. I waited for 
three days, and when he did not show up, 
concluded to wait no longer. It was with 
some misgiving that I opened up the boxes. 
It was then tnat I discovered the fraud 
that had been perpetrated upon me. I 
discovered that the devices were nothing 
but fakes. 

“On examining the press I discovered a 
secret chamber, which, by pressing a lever, 
unlocked and received the metal that was 
poured through the funnel. In this cham- 
ber I found the cold, hard metal that I 
thought had been entirely consumed in the 
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making of the spurious twenty dollar gold 
pieces, and upon further investigation dis- 
covered another small secret compartment, 
which I was convinced had concealed the 
genuine twenty dollar gold pieces. The same 
pressure of the lever would release them, 
one at a time, into the porcelain cup. The 
money chamber was directly under the one 
that had received the molten metal, which 
had caused the twenty dollar gold pieces to 
become heated, thus creating the impres- 
sion that they had been newly coined. 

“Tt is a very clever scheme and operated 
by clever and unscrupulous rascals, and 
while I do not try to justify myself for the 
part that I had taken in it, I can readily 
understand how many men who are the 
least bit inclined to be dishonest would 
walk into a trap so carefully and cunningly 
laid. 

“T can now look back and see how easy 
it would have been for one of their gang 
to have been informed of our movements 
while on the road, and taking advantage 
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of our habit of leaving the car, how easy 
it would have been for him to have picked 
up my grip, which had no doubt been de- 
scribed to him, also where it was located. 
This information, no doubt, having been 
given to him by my traveling companion. 
This was an important feature of their 
game and I am sure was carefully planned, 
for they knew that if I possibly could raise 
more money, I would certainly do so in 
order to try and get even, which would 
give them a chance to realize more on my 
second trip than from my first. 

“T can also understand how this line of 
graft continues to be so easily operated, 
as there is very little chance to warn others 
from becoming victims in the same manner. 
Only those who had been fleeced would 
know how it was done, and they would 
always remain silent on account of the 
evil intentions they had while taking part 
in it. In my case it was only circumstances 
that prevented me from becoming a counter- 
feiter. How my life would then have turned 
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out, God only knows. Though at first I 
felt greatly disappointed in not being able 
to carry out my evil designs, I now thank 
God every day of my life for frustrating 
them, and the punishment I received I now 
feel was not severe enough. 

“It is for the gratitude I feel for not 
being allowed to become a criminal, except- 
ing for a brief time, at heart, and an out- 
cast from society, and the desire to save 
others from a fate I so narrowly escaped, 
that I unfold this wretched chapter in my 
life, so that the world may read and be 
warned against the seductive wiles of the 
confidence men.” 


CHAPTER -X: 
THe Stor MAcHINE 


HE Slot Machine graft is operated 
in most cities, in spite of the feeble 
objections that are occasionally raised 

by legislators who are in actual ignorance 
of the harmful results and who do not 
understand that all slot machines can be 
adjusted to make the percentage against 
the player as strong as the operator wishes; 
and that he can, if he desires, make it 
utterly impossible for the player to win 
a single bet. 

For the reason that most cigar stores and 
some other lines of business houses have 
them in their stores and allow children to 
play them, is sufficient cause to have them 
suppressed, even if there were not other 
and ample reasons. Even if they are only 
used as trade machines and if the players 


are given an even break—that is, if they 
(181) 
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are allowed to receive in trade the full value 
of the money that they play—it has a 
tendency to encourage youths of a tender 
age to gamble. But fairness in operating 
these machines is not the idea of the propri- 
etors who have them in their places of 
business, although in order to encourage 
patronage for their machines, some policy 
is used. 

When they first install the machines, they 
are regulated so that they take only a 
slight percentage over the regular profits on 
the goods that they give in exchange, but 
as their patronage increases, the percentage 
against the player is gradually made greater. 
In some houses they are regulated as high 
as forty per cent. With this great advan- 
tage against the player, they are even then 
not satisfied, for when a patron desiring 
to pay off a debt contracted at the store, 
offers to settle the bill with checks that 
he has won on the machine, only fifty cents 
on the dollar is allowed. 

Now, dear reader, can you not see what 
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a great grafting proposition this is? A 
machine with forty per cent the best of 
it, makes the player’s money worth but 
sixty cents on. the dollar, without adding 
the natural profits on the goods. But when 
he pays his bill and turns his machine checks 
in on the account, and only receives fifty 
cents on the dollar, it makes each dollar 
of the money he has invested worth but 
thirty cents in trade, making a profit of 
seventy per cent in favor of the machine. 

You can now understand how it is that 
some cigar stores and saloons, with their 
machines alone realize as high as two hun- 
dred dollars per day; also why it is that 
cigar stores are able to pay the rent and 
retain the most expensive locations in the 
business districts. Some proprietors admit 
that were it not for their slot machines, 
they would not be able to continue in 
business. 

To the writer, who thoroughly understands 
the game and knows how it flourishes 
throughout the country, with so little oppo- 
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sition, it certainly looks as though there 
is something radically wrong with the laws 
that permit it. 


CHAPTER Xi 
Stock neal ee AND BUCKET SHOPS 


TOCK EXCHANGES and_ Bucket 
Shops have been designated as ‘ gigan- 
tic gambling concerns that always con- 

tinue in business and are never molested.”’ 

The harm that is done by this class of 
promoters is much greater than the public 
seems to realize. They are not only accused 
of promoting ‘wild cat’? schemes which 
they float on the market, but gamble in 
products that are produced in all kinds of 
industry. If they would only confine their 
machinations to bona fide stocks, such as 
mining or railroad propositions, and endow 
them with honest values, the injustice to 
the public would not be so far-reaching and 
disastrous in its results. 

This they will not do, for there is no line 
that they do not inflate with false values, 


even the necessities of life, thus being one 
(185) 
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of the direct causes of the high cost of 
living that makes it so hard for the masses 
to exist. 


CHAPTER XII 
THE Poot Room Evin 


OOL and Billiard Halls should be 

placed in the category of indoor 

amusements, but this form of pas- 
time, like many others, has been abused 
by those under whose charge it is con- 
ducted. 

Not content with the revenue derived by 
furnishing these halls for amusement only, 
the proprietors have had their cupidity 
aroused and have taken advantage of con- 
ditions that have been created by “closed 
towns” prohibiting open gambling. So the 
pool rooms, where the age limit of twenty- 
one years, where they are conducted in 
connection with saloons, in some _ places 
utterly disregard the laws and boldly place 
placards on their walls, stating that only 
boys under eighteen years of age are not 


permitted to play—that is, to gamble. 
(187) 
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In a great many pool rooms, players are 
not only permitted to gamble, but are 
encouraged to do so, in order that the 
tables may receive more revenue from each 
game. 

Gambling has a tendency to stimulate 
interest, and keeps the tables more con- 
stantly employed. 

Thus it is that the pool halls, originally 
conducted for amusement, are now a great 
menace, more on account of their catering 
to the patronage of youths of tender age, 
who are imbued with ideas of gambling at 
the most impressionable period of their 
lives. 

During their school years they are imbued 
with ideas of gambling that will be difficult 
to eradicate in after life, and, though not 
taught at school, but on the contrary they 
are cautioned as to the evil effects of fre- 
quenting these halls of vice, it is neverthe- 
less received as part of their education. 

Fathers, if you have boys that you wish 
to protect, it would well pay you to make 
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these halls a visit and find out for yourselves 
the evils that there exist. You will find 
that the games on which money is most 
frequently played are called by the follow- 
ing names: “Baseball,” “Pin” pool, “Pea” 
pool and “Sight” pool. The money played 
for is never paid openly, but is surrepti- 
tiously paid to the winner by the one who 
loses. 


CHAPTER XIII 


THe ‘Tre’? ConFIDENCE GAME 


F all kinds of confidence games oper- 
ated throughout the world, the 
“Tip” Game operators are the most 
successful, securing more victims than in 
any other kind of graft, and robbing them 
more easily of millions of dollars annually. 

The class of swindlers engaged in this 
line have not the bold and physical courage 
of the burglar or hold-up thugs, but are 
much more dangerous, for in addition to 
robbing their victims of their money, they 
deprive them of their reputation and good 
name. 

This they do by imbuing their victim 
with a desire to rob others. This they do 
by false but cunning representations, show- 
ing those whom they intend “fleecing” how 
they can make fabulous amounts of money 


without risking any of their own money 
(190) 


THE Tre GAME 


The “Tip” Confidence Game 19] 


or run the danger of gaining any undesirable 
notoriety. 

To be successful it is necessary for the 
confidence man who follows this particular 
line that he present a good appearance. 
As a rule he is well educated and highly 
polished in manner, and easily gains entrée 
into the most select circles of society. 

After he has gained a footing among a 
class who have money, he chooses from 
among them the one most likely to listen 
to the proposition that he has to make. 
The requirements he is looking for in an 
intended victim are an inclination to be 
dishonest and to show some sign of avari- 
ciousness. Having picked out a man hav- 
ing the necessary qualifications, he pro- 
ceeds to further ingratiate himself into his 
good graces and by subtle methods gains 
his confidence. After becoming sufficiently 
intimate, he places the proposition before 
him in a seductive manner. 

The prepossessing confidence man _ out- 
lines his plan so clearly and-in such a plaus- 
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iwle manner that there are very few but 
will grasp at the opportunity which ap- 
parently gives them a chance to make a 
great deal of money with no risk to them- 
selves. 

There are only two classes that escape 
the trap set for them. One are men that 
no amount of money would tempt into 
doing anything dishonest; the other that 
escapes is the one who may be tempted to 
be dishonest, but cannot be convinced by 
the confidence man that there will be no 
publicity attached which might implicate 
and cause him to lose prestige among his 
associates. This last cause of failure to 
the confidence man’s scheme is very rare 
indeed, as he can, by smooth arguments, 
overcome all fears of this nature that his 
otherwise willing victim might have. 

In order to give the reader a better under- 
standing as to how this great swindling 
game is worked, I will have Charley Knox, 
who is now serving a life sentence for mur- 
der, relate, as he did to me, one of his 
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experiences while following the Tip Game, 
as a profession. 


“It was in Portland, Oregon,” began 
Knox, ‘that we--Bill Warren, Frank Wes- 


ton and myself—turned the biggest trick 
of any that I have ever been interested in. 

“We had been working the game for 
a year down in San Francisco; and of all 
the misrepresented cities in the world, San 
Francisco is the worst on the map. Why, 
say, we had a half dozen ‘suckers’ on a 
string every day who looked like easy money, 
but it was all flash, all display; looked like 
millionaires, but we found out that they 
carried all of their wealth on their backs. 
The business men, we soon learned, were 
doing business on a shoestring. We would 
have them solid, willing to go for all they 
had; but after losing a paltry hundred dol- 
lars or so, would be broke and were not 
able to even borrow to go further. 

“We took in others who were not in 
business, but were ‘dressed to kill’ and 
were hobnobbing with the bloods of the 


13 
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town. We would get them so solid that 
they would go for thousands if they had 
it, but five or ten dollars would be their 
limit. 

“Once in a great while we would ‘propo- 
sition’ a real live one, a man that really 
had money; but those fellows were too 
smart. They all had grafts of their own 
and had no time to bother with ours. I 
never saw a town like it. It seemed to 
me that every man was either trying to 
graft on others or, if they were meeting 
with no success, would keep their heads 
above water by not allowing others to graft 
on them. 

“There were confidence men in all lines 
and none of them were doing anything. 
The ‘Native Sons’ surely had our ‘goats.’ 
But two weeks before the ’quake we landed 
a gambler from Sixth Street. He was 
pretty ‘fat’ and lost twenty-four hundred 
dollars. After giving the other ‘con boys’ 
the money that they required for bank rolls, 
I and my gang went to Portland, Oregon. 
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We had only been there about ten days 
when the news came that San Francisco 
was destroyed by an earthquake. We re- 
ceived word later that one of the boys oper- 
ating in another line had been killed by it. 

“The very bad luck we had while in 
’Frisco, we were more than making up for 
in Portland. Scarcely a day passed but 
what we would land a man. There was 
no sham about the Portland ‘guys.’ They 
were as their appearance proclaimed them. 
If they looked like they had money, they 
had it. And the business men were doing 
business with real money, and we never 
made a ‘bloomer.’ 

“Sometimes we would Batt a man 
that would not go—either too honest or 
too much afraid that it would become 
known that he had taken part in the game 
—but we found. plenty of willing ones, and 
none of them lost less than one hundred 
dollars and some as high as two thousand 
dollars. We had, in two months, proposi- 
tioned between us one hundred and ten men. 
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Out of this number we had taken and 
‘fleeced’ fifty-two. 

“Those who failed to be ‘buncoed’ did 
not cause us any trouble, as we made them 
all believe that we were trying to give them 
an opportunity of making some money as 
well as a desire on our part to make money 
for ourselves, so they were all willing to 
remain silent, saying nothing to anyone 
about it. From the fifty-two men we made 
a little over forty thousand dollars. And, 
fortunately for us, there was not one of 
them but what was perfectly satisfied that 
it was through no fault of ours that they 
had made no money and that it was only 
an accident that caused them to lose. They 
all thought that we too had lost money 
in the propositions. 

“We were able to continue doing busi- 
ness, aS those we ‘fleeced’ said nothing about 
their losses to their friends. They did not 
dare expose themselves by explaining that 
their loss was the result of an attempt on 
their part to rob others. We even took in 
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storekeepers who were neighbors. A very 
queer experience that we had was _ that 
of ‘fleecing’ first a storekeeper and five 
days later his. bookkeeper. Of course, we 
did not know of this business relationship 
at the time, or we would not have been 
so bold; but it only goes to show how 
careful the men who had been ‘fleeced’ 
are to let no one else know of it. This 
reticence on the victim’s part is what makes 
it so easy for this and other confidence men 
to continue their operations without moles- 
tation. Even should a victim make a com- 
plaint, the full particulars are never given 
out. Owing to this fact there is no pro- 
tection given others.” 


CHAPTER XIV 
Tue “Tre” ConFIDENCE GAME (Continued) 


66-WT was on the sixteenth of June, 1906, 
when Warren and I were eating lunch, 
that Weston walked in on us. He 

seemed greatly excited. My first thought 
was that someone whom we had taken in 
had ‘squealed’ and we would be forced 
to leave Portland for a time—this great 
field with such fine ‘pickings’—but Weston 
soon put our minds at rest by announcing 
that he had a line out for the biggest ‘fish’ 
of the season. 

‘““Weston was the ‘swell guy’ of our party. 
He always stopped at the best hotels, chang- 
ing from one to another and cultivating 
the acquaintance of men who looked desir- 
able for our purpose. It was from the 
men he secured that we always made the 
most money. 


“He told us that for the past week he had 
(198) 
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been cultivating the acquaintance of a Mr. 
Fowler, who, he had discovered, was wealthy 
and cut out perfectly for our business, and 
from the conversation he had just had with 
him, judged that it was a propitious time 
to ‘proposition’ him. This, he explained, 
was his reason for hurrying to us, to find 
out if we had any other business on hand 
that would interfere with the ‘taking in’ 
of his man that night. We told him that 
we had nothing on and would make our 
usual preparations while he was doing his 
part with Mr. Fowler. 

“T will now explain how we fleeced Fowler, 
which was in the same manner that we 
propositioned and fleeced others. We all 
traveled under assumed names. Warren 
was changed to Wardner and I was known 
by the name of Knowles. Weston or, as 
he was known in Portland, Wesley, left us 
to meet Mr. Fowler, and Wardner and I 
went to our different hotels. We never 
roomed together or associated on the street, 
always arranging our affairs at secret meet- 
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ings or at night in one or the others’ rooms. 
Then we dressed ourselves for the parts 
that we were about to play: Wardner as 
the capitalist who was supposed to be look- 
ing up some large hotel proposition; I as 
an old-time friend whom he had just met 
for the first time in fifteen years and who 
was greatly pleased to renew the acquaintance. 

“After Wardner was dressed, he went to 
the Blank Hotel, the best in the city, where 
he was supposed to be writing important 
letters regarding the hotel project. After 
I had completed my toilet I went to a 
respectable hotel located on Hecla Street, 
and engaged a suite of rooms, after which 
I went to another first-class hotel where 
I had agreed to meet Wesley and his friend 
Fowler. 

“Now that I have Wardner and myself 
stationed, I will explain how Wesley was 
performing his part. This I am well quali- 
fied to do, as I had on many previous occa- 
sions enacted the same rdéle that Wesley 
was now engaged in. In fact, we were a 
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very competent and versatile company, each 
one of us being capable of playing any part 
of the game. It all depended on who dis- 
covered the man, as to what part we would 
take. Wesley, after leaving Wardner and 
I at the restaurant, had gone back to the 
hotel where he had left Fowler. He did 
not go in, but waited on the other side 
of the street, opposite the hotel, where he 
could watch the entrance way, waiting for 
Mr. Fowler’s appearance. He allowed about 
two hours to intervene since their last meet- 
ing, but as Fowler did not come out, Wesley 
crossed over to the hotel and requested 
the clerk to find out if Fowler was in his 
room. The clerk replied in the affirmative, 
and Wesley requested that he might speak 
to him through the telephone. Upon being 
given the connection he asked Fowler if 
he was going to be busy for an hour or two, 
as he had something of great importance 
to tell him. Fowler assured him that he 
could spare him as much time as he desired and 
invited him to come right up to his room. 
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“Wesley was apparently greatly excited 
when he entered and began at once to 
inform Fowler of his having just met an 
old friend, one whom he had not seen for 
years, but he would tell him more about 
his friend later, as time was precious just 
now and he only wanted to explain to him 
about a great opportunity that had just 
presented itself. This friend whom he had 
just met, Knowles by name, had just stum- 
bled across an old friend of his, a very 
wealthy man by the name of Wardner. 
Wesley told Fowler that the fact of these 
old friends meeting might not at a glance 
seem of any great importance, but when 
it is explained that this Mr. Wardner loves 
to play poker and is wealthy enough to 
afford to lose a fortune at a single sitting 
and never miss the money, then the im- 
portance of their meeting appears. 

“Knowles had told Wesley that he had 
seen Wardner sitting in a game where at 
one time he was seventy thousand dollars 
loser; before the game broke up, however, 
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he managed to get nearly even. Knowles 
said that Wardner had exhibited no anxiety 
at any stage of the game, which all went 
to show that the loss of a few thousand 
dollars by Wardner would have no effect 
on him at all. Wesley then explained that 
Knowles was a pretty good sort of a fellow, 
but was almost broke and very anxious to 
make some money. He had a plan laid 
out whereby he and his friend could make 
at least ten or fifteen thousand dollars each 
in a few hours without the least chance of 
trouble or publicity. He said it was to 
be in a card game, but had not explained 
how he was going to accomplish it. All 
Wesley knew was that Knowles had asked 
him to find some reliable man, one that 
could be fully trusted, as this man was 
to have the handling of all the money. 
Fowler at once offered the usual objection, 
saying that he had no money that he cared 
to use for gambling purposes. Wesley told 
him that he did not have to use any of 
his own money, as his friend Knowles fur- 
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nished all the money necessary. Wesley 
further explained to Fowler that there was 
no chance of losing and the money was 
to be divided equally between the three 
of them. 

“Wesley asked Fowler to go to the hotel 
with him and meet Knowles and find out 
how he expected to win the money, and if 
it looked too coarse or was in any way 
likely to cause them trouble, they could 
both decline to enter into the proposition. 
If they were satisfied and everything looked 
all right, they might just as well make this 
easy money as not, especially as it was to 
be won from one that could so easily afford 
to lose it. Fowler said that he saw no 
reason why they could not at least meet 
Mr. Knowles and hear his proposition. 

“Wesley now brought Fowler to the hotel 
and introduced me to him as Mr. Knowles. 
I asked them both to go with me to the 
rooms that I had engaged on Hecla Street, 
and on arriving there I explained to them 
how I expected to relieve my millionaire 
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friend of a few thousand dollars—money 
that he would never miss. 

“T took a roll of bills containing two 
thousand dollars from my pocket; we sel- 
dom used more than four or five hundred 
dollars, but were satisfied that we had a 
big fish this time, and we were going to 
give him plenty of line. I informed Wesley 
and his friend Fowler that this money was 
all that I had in the world, but it was all 
that was necessary if they would perform 
their parts according to my instruction. 
I gave each of them seven hundred and 
fifty dollars and explained that I would 
retain five hundred dollars. I had an ap- 
pointment with my millionaire friend to 
meet me here, and when he arrived I would 
propose a four-handed game of poker and 
remark that we would not wait for the 
other business men that might drop in later. 
This, I explained, was to give my friend 
Wardner the impression that there was a 
very select party of business and professional 
men who met here occasionally and enjoyed 
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a social game of poker among themselves. 
After the game had progressed for a short 
time, I would throw off my matches to 
either Wesley or Fowler (matches were used 
instead of chips), and after doing this I 
would withdraw from the game and say 
that I would sit in again when Dr. Shaw 
or Judge Hopkins came in. I explained 
to them that after I had withdrawn from 
the game I would sit behind Wardner and 
while pretending to read a newspaper, I 
would ‘tip’ his hands to them (Wesley and 
Fowler); that is, by signs I would let them 
know what cards were held by Wardner. 
The manner in which I would do this was 
to be as follows: If Wardner did not have 
a pair, I would sign by closing my hand. 
I warned them that when they received 
this signal, not to allow Wardner to bluff 
them, as he was sure to try to do. He would 
think nothing of betting one thousand dol- 
lars on a no-pair hand, and if I signed up 
a no-pair hand, they must be sure and make 
the first bet. If Wardner had one pair, 
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I would sign up by holding up one finger; 
if he had two pair, I would sign by holding 
up two fingers; if a set of threes, I would 
hold up three fingers; and for a full house 
or set of fours I would hold up four fingers. 
I told them that this would be easy for 
me to do and that Wardner would have 
no suspicion, as he had the utmost confidence 
in my friendship and we could easily win 
twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars be- 
tween us, and it might be that we could 
win twice that amount. 

“Fowler said that it looked all right to 
him and if it looked as good to Wesley, 
they would take a hand in the game. 

““Wardner, who had heard our entire con- 
versation from an adjoining room, now 
knocked on the door. On being admitted 
I introduced him to Fowler and Wesley. 
After a few minutes of general conversa- 
tion, Fowler proposed not to wait for the 
other boys, but to start a four-handed game 
of poker, which being agreeable to all, we 
started the ball rolling. After I had played 
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a short time I did as I had told Fowler and 
Wesley that I would do, got tangled in a 
pot with them and put up all of my matches, 
and as I had a poor hand I, of course, lost. 
I then took my seat behind Wardner and 
tipped his hand as had been agreed. LEvery- 
thing progressed smoothly, and while Fowler 
was doing fine, winning every pot of any 
size, Wardner managed not to win at all. 
Finally at a time when Fowler was two 
thousand dollars winner, Wesley managed 
to get tangled in a pot with Fowler and 
lost all of his matches to him. This left 
the game single-handed. 

“The game was now between Fowler and 
Wardner. We always liked to get the game 
in this shape as soon as possible. This is 
what we termed ‘giving the sucker the 
preliminary play.’ This play is to give 
the victim confidence and enthusiasm. This 
it never fails in doing, so it was with Fowler, 
for by my signing up the hands of Wardner, 
he knew when he had the best or poorest 
cards, and also knew when to call or lay 
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down, and by calling all the bluffs made 
by Wardner, Fowler was doing a land office 
business. 

“T may as well state at this time that 
I was not signing the cards as they were 
in Wardner’s hands, but would sign as 
Wardner was asking me to do. Wardner 
was playing with a small looking glass about 
the size of a dime in the palm of his hand. 
And of course, when he would deal over 
the glass he would know what cards were 
held by Fowler. He desired at this time 
that Fowler should win all the large pots. 
Every time he would make an extra large 
bet, he would, with his fingers, by a code 
we had arranged between ourselves, tell me 
to sign to Fowler a no-pair hand, and after 
the draw he would make a large bet and 
again signal for me to still sign no pair. 
If he really did not have a pair, Wardner 
would laugh when Fowler would call or 
raise him and would spread the hand out 
and say he was only bluffing, but if he had 
a pair or better, he would. still laugh and 

14 
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say he was only bluffing and would throw 
the hand into the deck without showing it. 
By doing this Fowler always thought I was 
signing up exactly as the cards were in 
Wardner’s hand. 

“The game had been single-handed for 
about an hour and Wardner, by reckless 
betting and wild bluffs, had finally lost four 
thousand dollars. He laughed and _ said 
he had had a bully time and did not like 
to stop, but he had not come prepared for 
such a big game as this had turned out to 
be. They were making the ante by this 
time one hundred dollars each, making a 
pot of two hundred dollars before a card 
was turned, but if we would wait, he would 
run over to the hotel, get a check cashed 
and be back as soon as an auto could make 
the trip. 

“Here is where we made a little side 
play that was always made to avoid trouble 
further along in the game. When Wardner 
spoke about getting his check cashed at 
the hotel, I spoke up and said that I did 
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not think it necessary for him to do this, 
as I was very sure there would be no objec- 
tions made to his continuing the game, and 
if there was any difference after they had 
stopped playing, he could give his check 
then. Wardner refused to do this. He 
thanked me very kindly and said he had 
peculiar ideas about gambling money; he 
would never give or receive a check in 
payment for money lost or won over a card 
table. Nothing but real money went with 
him, but he did not want to keep us wait- 
ing and if we did not care to wait for him, 
we could have a session at some other 
time. Wesley hastened to assure him that 
there were no ‘pikers’ in the bunch and 
that we would wait. 

“While Mr. Wardner was gone it gave 
Wesley and I time to further enthuse Mr. 
Fowler. We asked him if he had ever seen 
a man so easy in a poker game, who seemed 
to care so little for money. I told Fowler 
if he was careful and did not make any mis- 
takes, it was a sure thing that we would 


212 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


win that night at least ten thousand dollars, 
and twenty thousand dollars more tomorrow. 

“Tt was not long before Mr. Wardner 
returned and threw on the table an im- 
mense roll of money, all bills of large denomi- 
nations. Fowler plainly showed his satis- 
faction and was eager to renew the game. 
He made no objections when Wardner pro- 
posed for them to raise the ante to one 
hundred and fifty dollars each. They had 
played in the last sitting about a half hour 
and had changed decks twice, when a pre- 
pared deck was now thrown on the table 
by me. When this deck was brought on, 
Fowler had about seven thousand dollars 
in front of him and, like others we had 
taken, was very nearly drunk with excite- 
ment. It was no trouble to ring in the 
‘cold deck,’ as everything was going along 
smoothly and Fowler had no suspicion of 
anything wrong—that is, to him. 

“The deck was brought on without Fowler 
being aware that the cards had been changed, 
and was dealt by Wardner. The hand 
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received by Fowler was an ace, king, queen, 
jack and a nine spot, the largest no-pair 
hand in the deck. When Fowler picked 
up this hand he, as he had done before, 
glanced up at me. I signed to him that 
Wardner held no pair. Fowler then made 
a play for the three hundred dollars ante 
money by betting five hundred dollars. 
Wardner with his habitual good-natured 
laugh, said, ‘I think the hand I have justi- 
fies me in calling and I will raise you twenty- 
five hundred dollars just for the fun of the 
thing.’ Fowler, to make sure of no mis- 
take being made, again questioned me with 
a glance. I signed back to him with my 
hand closed tightly, signifying that Ward- 
ner did not hold a pair. Fowler, now satis- 
fied, called the bet. He knew with neither 
of them holding a pair, that his no-pair hand 
was the best and that he had the best of 
it before the draw. Fowler now called for 
one card, throwing away the nine spot and 
drawing for a straight, for he might, he 
thought, at least in the draw pair one of 


214 The Destruction of Mephisto’s W'eb 


his large cards. He knew if neither one 
helped their hands that his would be the 
best and he would win anyway. When 
Fowler drew one card Wardner also drew 
one, as this is the way cold decks are always 
arranged. If Fowler had drawn two, three, 
four or had thrown his entire hand away 
and called for five cards, Wardner would 
have done the same. Wardner had the 
best hand before the draw and would have 
the best hand after the draw, it did not 
matter how many cards were drawn. 
“Fowler received in the draw a six spot, 
this card, of course, not helping his hand; 
but when I signed to him that Wardner 
had not helped his hand either, by holding 
up my closed hand, which informed him 
that Wardner still had no pair, Fowler was 
satisfied that he still held the top hand over 
Wardner. So he passed the bet, as he 
later expressed himself to Wesley and me, 
‘Just to give that bluffing Wardner a chance 
to hang himself.’ After Fowler passed, 
Wardner carefully counted all the matches 
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and money there was in the pot, and alto- 
gether there was six thousand three hun- 
dred dollars. Wardner never ceased his 
jocular remarks. He counted out four thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty dollars, saying, 
when he bet it, ‘There is too much money 
in that pot not to make a try for it.’ Fowler 
again receiving my sign signifying no pair, 
counted his money out, but found he had 
only four thousand dollars. 

“This betting more than he had was 
always done in order to ‘spring the sucker’— 
that is, to force him into losing some of 
his own money. As a rule we never tried 
to spring them for more than ten dollars 
or twenty dollars, but with a big fish like 
this it was different. We had taken in 
some men who objected to betting from their 
own pockets; when this happened we never 
insisted, as the preliminary play we gave 
them was strong enough to make them 
play their own money later on. 

“Fowler made no objection, but dug right 
down into his ‘jeans’ and called the extra 


216 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


two hundred and fifty dollars, and said he 
would like to bet some more on his hand 
if Mr. Wardner would accept his check. 
This Wardner refused to do, laughingly say- 
ing, ‘You remember me saying I was super- 
stitious about doing anything of the kind, 
and right now,’ he said, still laughing, ‘there 
is another good reason why I would not 
want you to bet me any more, as I know 
you have the best hand and that you have 
won the pot, but I can now see the kind 
of a hand that I was trying to make lay 
down and it will not cost me any more 
money.’ He then asked to see Fowler’s 
hand, saying, ‘I was only bluffing; I have 
not got even a pair.’ Fowler now spread 
his cards on the table and remarked when 
he did so that he had no pair either, but 
was satisfied that Wardner was bluffing and 
that is what caused him to call. Wardner 
spread Fowler’s cards out, apparently try- 
ing to find something there that would cause 
a call of this magnitude. Seeing there was, 
as Fowler said, no pair, Wardner then dis- 
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played the only sign of excitement he had 
shown during the entire game, exclaiming 
that it was the most remarkable play he 
had ever witnessed. He then spread out 
his own cards, the hand that he thought 
of no value. Upon comparing the two 
hands it was seen that Wardner had won 
the pot. Both hands being identical except 
that Wardner held an eight spot over Mr. 
Fowler’s six spot. Fowler seemed stunned 
for a moment, but on recovering, did not 
require the encouragement we sometimes 
had to give others, but seemed to think 
that it was an error on his part, by betting 
all his money cn a no-pair hand, and had 
he not been so reckless, he could not have 
failed to win from this millionaire who 
seemed to place no value on money; at 
least, as had been represented by Wesley, 
on twenty or thirty thousand dollars. 
“Fowler now asked us to wait for him 
while he went over, as he said, to investi- 
gate his strong box. He said that he would 
not be gone long, as he felt in the right 
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humor and would like to play for a couple 
of hours more. He was greatly pleased 
when Wardner said that he would wait. 
Wesley went out with him. This he did to 
impress upon him the value of not saying 
anything to any one about what we were 
doing; also to explain to Fowler why he 
should bring as much money as possible, 
for by so doing, he could beat Wardner 
faster and cause him to lose more money. 
They were back in a short time. Fowler 
had brought five thousand dollars with him; 
this did not last ten minutes. They had 
played three or four hands, and Fowler 
had won about one thousand dollars, when 
on Wardner’s deal he picked up before the 
draw, three eights. It was his first play 
and he made the usual bet when opening— 
that is, five hundred dollars. Wardner held 
three jacks, but signalled me to ‘sign’ to 
Fowler, one pair. This I did, and when 
Wardner called Fowler’s five hundred dol- 
lars and raised it one thousand dollars, 
Fowler did not hesitate to ‘call,’ and raised 
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back two thousand. Wardner called the 
two thousand and again raised it; this time 
two thousand three hundred and fifty dol- 
lars more; and what seemed a strange 
coincidence, Fowler had just that amount 
before him. Fowler called for two cards. 
Wardner made the same foolish draw as 
he had been doing in the preliminary play, 
with the remark, ‘I guess I will see if I am 
lucky, by holding up a striker, and will 
draw two.’ The first card he drew he held 
up for me to see, but did not look at it 
himself, simply asked me to tell him what 
it was. I answered that it was a jack, 
and with a look of despair, signed to Fowler 
that Wardner had made a set of threes. 
Wardner, seemingly by mistake, after look- 
ing at his hand, took the first play from 
Fowler and bet five thousand dollars. Fowler 
said that he had no more money with him, 
and called for a sight. He did not seem 
greatly disturbed at losing, probably think- 
ing that as Wardner was such a reckless 
player, he could recover his losses at the 
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next play, so after comparing hands and 
seeing that he had lost, he said that he 
thought that they had played long enough 
for this time and asked Wardner if they 
could not have another session the next 
day. Mr. Wardner said that he had some 
important business that he would have to 
attend to in the morning, regarding a hotel 
deal he was involved in, but he would be 
through by noon, and if it was agreeable, 
he would make an appointment to meet 
in the same room at one-thirty o’clock. This 
was agreeable to all and Wardner left us, 
saying that he would have to hasten, for in 
the excitement of the game he had forgotten 
an important appointment. 

“This little act was the same in all cases. 
It was for the purpose of impressing on 
our subjects that Wardner was a man of 
great importance, and that his poker play- 
ing was simply a side issue that he indulged 
in purely for pleasure. And by leaving in 
a hurried manner it gave us a chance to 
discover the state of mind the victim was 
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in; also to give us a chance to feel him out 
and see if he had any more money to lose. 

“So after Wardner’s departure, Wesley 
started out by asking me how it was that 
this ‘easy mark’ had got away with the 
money. He asked if I had made any mis- 
take in ‘signing up’ the hands, in that way 
causing his friend Mr. Fowler to lose his 
money. I told him that I had been most 
careful and that we had lost our money 
only because the ‘guy’ that had more money 
than brains had been too lucky for us. I 
said that it would not happen again in a 
hundred years where a man would get out 
on a bluff and without a pair, win a pot of 
fifteen thousand dollars. And then again, 
to draw out as he did, on the last pot of 
over twelve thousand dollars. But that 
sort of thing could not happen again, and 
if there was any way to raise more moncy, 
we could not fail to get even, and more 
than likely win a good healthy amount from 
Wardner. This talk appealed to Fowler. 
He said that he would be there at the ap- 
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pointed hour and would bring a big roll 
with him; and by both of us keeping our 
heads, Wardner would not beat us again. 

“We then left, Wesley leaving to go with 
his friend, I to my room to change clothes 
and later to go to Wardner’s room, where 
Wesley would join us. We there cut up 
the five thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars of Mr. Fowler’s money, and while 
there also perfected our plans for the next 
day’s business. The next day we all met 
in the same room. I was the first to ar- 
rive. At one-thirty o’clock exactly Wesley 
and Fowler came in. It was fifteen min- 
utes later when Wardner made his appear- 
ance. He said that he was sorry to have 
kept us waiting, but he had been so busy 
and could not make a very long sitting with 
us today, remarking, ‘You know the old 
saying, ‘‘business before pleasure.’’’ 

“Y then told them they had better get 
busy if time was so short. Get busy! I 
should think they did. I never saw so 
many bills of such large denominations on 
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a card table before. And the way we walked 
through thirty-five thousand dollars more 
of Fowler’s money was a caution. He made 
three more trips to the bank and it was 
nearly five o’clock before Wardner, think- 
ing this was as far as we had better go 
with Fowler, said he could not play any 
longer, as he had greatly overstayed his 
time, and that the business was of more 
importance than the card playing. With 
this he left us, saying he would see us all 
later. 

“Tt had been very ‘easy,’ this forty thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty dollars; indeed, 
it had not been as hard to get as some 
of the thousand dollar tricks we had turned. 

“Fowler was completely hoodwinked. The 
ante was so high that when I would sign 
up small hands he would get his money 
in before the draw, and Wardner would 
be lucky enough to draw out; at least, I 
would sign up that he had. If I signed 
up falsely, Wardner would not show the 
hand, but would throw it into the deck. 
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If, however, he had the hand that he sig- 
naled to me to sign to Fowler, he would 
show it down before throwing it into the 
deck. And so Fowler, up to the very last, 
even then, did not blame either Wesley 
or myself for his loss, but still had hopes 
of beating Wardner. He told Wesley that 
he was going east to raise more money 
on some property that he had, and that 
he would return as quickly as_ possible. 
He said he felt very sure that, with the 
advantage we had, it would not be possible 
for Wardner to win next time. Wesley 
urged him to do this, but Wardner and 
I did not think it policy to allow Fowler 
to lose any more money, and as we were 
tangled up in the same way with others 
who had lost and were continually raising 
a little more money in hopes of finally win- 
ning, we were having considerable trouble 
in meeting all their appointments, we thought 
it wiser to leave the city before we got 
ourselves in a jam, that might cause us to 
‘blow back’ some of the money we had 
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made. For this reason we had Wesley 
hurry Fowler east. On the day following 
Fowler’s departure Wardner and I left for 
Butte, Montana. Wesley remained in Port- 
land a day or two longer and from there 
telegraphed Fowler that Wardner’s hotel 
project had fallen through and that Ward- 
ner was going to leave for Paris, France, 
at once. After doing this Wesley left for 
Butte to join us. 

“T never saw Fowler afterward, as it was 
just five months later that I got into the 
trouble which placed me into the position 
you now find me and where I have ample 
time to study over my ill-spent life. Oh, if 
I only had my life to live over again 
how different it would be! There is the 
old adage, ‘It is an ill wind that blows no 
one good.’ In my case, however, it could 
be changed to ‘It is a kind wind that blows 
no harm.’ For if it had not been for the 
large amount of money we had robbed 
Fowler and others of, I never would have 
been placed in the position that caused me 

15 
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to commit the crime for which I am now 
being punished. But I feel truly grateful 
for being allowed, even in a small way, to 
make part reparation for my misdeeds, by 
having published that which might save 
others from following any line of confidence 
games. Even though a person should make 
money in this or any illegitimate way, the 
money has no real value and is always 
spent in riotous living, which is the only 
natural result of this environment; the evil 
associations that surround him will sooner 
or later get him into difficulties from which 
he will be unable to extricate himself.” 

And thus it was with Mr. Fowler, as 
in the case of all other victims of Confidence 
Schemes, he had voluntarily risked and lost 
his own money, notwithstanding the fact 
that he had been assured that he would 
not be required to invest any of his own 
funds. The preliminary play is always made 
so strong, and the chance of winning so 
sure, that without further encouragement, 
as the funds of the ‘‘Gang” are supposed 
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to be exhausted, he will invariably produce 
his own money in order to win; as heis sure 
he has the upper hand, not knowing of the 
“job” that has been framed up against him. 


CHAPTER XV 


SLuFF GAME 


Ale destructive but very fascinating 
game of Sluff is played mostly in 
the back rooms of cigar stores and 
saloons, generally in order to decide which 
of the players will pay for the drinks or 
cigars. This game is, in almost every city, 
allowed to run without molestation, for the 
reason that saloon men and cigar store pro- 
prietors represent that their only intent is to 
amuse and stimulate trade. The fact that 
these games are allowed to run so openly 
is one of the strongest arguments that could 
be used by those who desire prohibition, as 
it is in the rooms connected with saloons 
that permit sluff games, where the greatest 
harm is done. 

For though, as a rule, only small amounts 
of money are bet on the side (on the corner), 


the playing for drinks has caused many a 
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man to become a drunkard who before he 
had started to play for drinks had not 
acquired the drinking habit. It is the only 
natural result, as the stakes played for are 
drinks or checks that are only redeemable 
in drinks. 

Men often become so fascinated with this 
game that they not only neglect their busi- 
ness but their families as well. They often 
play for hours at a time, neglecting important 
business that requires their personal atten- 
tion, and will only stop their play when 
the closing hour forces them to do so. 

The game not only creates drunkards, but 
encourages an idleness that destroys all ambi- 
tion. Aside from these results, it is the 
most expensive pastime that one can indulge 
in. Men who are enthrailed by it not only 
degrade themselves, neglect and impoverish 
their families, but inflict the same results 
upon those with whom they play. 

The social drinking evil, that of being 
treated and reciprocating while at the saloon 
bar, is not nearly so harmful. and cannot 
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be compared even slightly with the terrible 
results that accrue from this most enticing 
but venomous and moral-perverting Sluff 
Game. 


CHAPTER XVI 
Tue Race Horse Turr EXcHaNncEes 


ACE Horse Pool Rooms are run in 

connection with some race tracks. 

They are also conducted in: cities 
where horse racing is not permitted and 
Where the pool rooms or turf exchanges 
obtain the results of races by telegraph, 
from race courses in other cities where 
horse racing is permitted. 

This alluring form of gambling is so ruin- 
ous that it stands out apart from nearly 
all swindling operations. However, it is 
to the credit of the American people that 
this graft will soon be obliterated, for it 
is now only in a few cities that betting is 
permitted in connection with race tracks; 
but the few cities that are allowed to 
run furnish information to a great num- 
ber of cities where pool rooms are estab- 


lished. 
(231) 
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I will now explain why this particularly 
fascinating form of dissipation is more far- 
reaching and harmful in its effects than 
any other game of chance. 

To start with, the bookmakers who sell 
pools on the result of horse races make up 
their books with from thirty to forty per 
cent against the players. This, they say, 
is necessary, in order to pay expenses. The 
expense consists of money paid to race track 
associations, telegraph service, rent, etc. 
The amount charged against the patrons 
of the pool room should not only pay ex- 
penses but allow a handsome margin of 
profit, but most of the bookmakers are 
interested in the race horses, by owning 
them or by having the horse owners 
“peoned” to them; that is, they have 
obligated the horse owners by furnishing 
them money with which to pay for the 
transportation of their horses from town 
to town and often to defray the expense of 
feeding and taking care of them. Being 
interested in this manner enables them to 
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put up “jobs” on the betting public by 
“fixing’’ races, where some dark horse (un- 
played) is made to win, all to the profit 
of the books. 

When they have a race fixed, in order 
to enlarge their winnings they will have 
“boosters”? or hirelings circulate reports of 
the excellent condition of one of the favorites 
that is represented as going to run for the 
money, with every chance in favor of win- 
ning. 

The “bookies” are constantly adding to 
their profits by having their hirelings mingle 
with the betting public and circulate false 
reports about some horse that has been 
purposely held back in some former race 
and had not been allowed to win, but will 
be permitted to win the next race. The 
bookies always choose for this purpose a 
horse that they know has no chance of 
winning. There are many ways in which 
the public is misled into betting large amounts 
of money on a certain. horse, only to lose 
it to the books. 
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That which causes the most disastrous 
result to the player is to have a report 
given out by some horse owner or jockey 
that they are going to use a battery. This, 
as every one knows, will cause a horse to 
run faster than it has ever been able to do 
before, gaining at least forty feet to the 
mile. The horse owner or jockey explains 
that the batteries are to be concealed in 
the saddle, whip or in the hand of the jockey. 
This report causes the players to place larger 
bets on the horse on which the battery is 
supposed to be used. After they have 
lost, they are told that the battery was 
discovered just before the race was run. 

This experience does not save them from 
future losses, for they will “fall” for the 
same thing the very next time that a report 
of the same kind is circulated. 

A very deplorable feature of the horse 
race betting evil is that of allowing women 
to bet, for women are known to be much 
more reckless than men under the excite- 
ment of gambling, and when they become 
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losers will go to a much greater length in 
trying to retrieve their losses. Some, after 
having lost all available cash, have been 
known to mortgage even the beds upon 
which their children slept, in a frantic effort 
to continue the game which they are con- 
vinced will be in their favor ‘next time,” 
always regarding past losses as being due 
to an accident. There have been instances 
of women who, before they became possessed 
with the gambling mania, were good and 
pure, but in their gambling have become 
so desperate through losses that they bar- 
tered their dearest possessions, even to their 
virtue, in order to obtain funds which they 
are so sanguine will be the means of their 
winning enough to regain their past mone- 
tary losses. 

If they only knew that through the cheat- 
ing methods of the bookmakers, schemes 
of horse owners, crooked jockeys and the 
wiles of touts, their money is only worth 
twenty-five cents on the dollar, they would 
surely discontinue risking their money on 
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a game in which the odds are all against 
them. 

The conducting of horse racing pool rooms 
and turf exchanges has not only created 
hardships and caused dishonor to thousands, 
but has imposed the ‘‘tout’ evil upon the 
public, and is solely responsible for the fake 
pool rooms and wire-tapping schemes that 
are practised by confidence men, whose 
methods of working will be fully detailed 
in future chapters of this book. 


CHAPTER XVII 


Race Horse Touts 


to the horse betting pool room. 
There are always a number of 
these parasites connected with and hanging 
around turf exchanges and race courses where 
betting for money is permitted. 

These vampires are as busy as cranberry 
merchants, chasing around the betting rings, 
their pockets filled with fake telegrams. 
They have as many telegrams as there are 
horses in the race and represent that the 
telegrams are sent direct from the track by 
some good friend of theirs, who is not only 
a good handicapper but a horse owner 
who has horses on the track and is in 
a position that enables him to gain all 
inside information as to any jobbing that 
might go on between the bookies, jock- 


eys and race-horse owners who have ar- 
(237) 
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ranged for a certain horse to win a certain 
race. 

This information the touts offer to anyone 
who will buy them (the touts) a ticket on 
the horse which they claim is going to win 
the race. They induce each man to bet 
on a different horse, so it matters not to 
the touts which horse might win, for they 
have a ticket on each, which of course 
includes the winner, and at no expense to 
themselves. They always have satisfac- 
tory reasons to offer the losers, showing 
why their horse did not win. Men 
who are foolish enough to be hoodwinked 
by the tout are usually simple enough to 
believe anything that might be told them. 

Of course the man that won is very well 
pleased, and from then on is a great booster 
for the tout who steered him, telling his 
friends where he received the information 
which enabled him to win. The touts have 
a code among themselves. The men they 
steer, they call their ‘‘clients.” It is con- 
sidered a mortal offense for one tout to 
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try to do business with the client of another, 
but if the client becomes “chilled,” on 
account of having received bad pointers, 
and refuses to accept any more of his tips, 
the tout will then point him out to another 
tout as an “easy mark,” and the other 
tout is at liberty to work him. 

This class of vultures, by their false repre- 
sentations, not only cause loss to the man 
who accepts their worthless information, 
but the one who receives it, having con- 
fidence in its reliability and desiring to place 
some friend in a position to win, will tell 
him of the tip that he has. This friend, in 
turn, tells another friend, which perform- 
ance is again repeated, thus forming an 
endless chain, which continues to grow; the 
consequence is that hundreds of dollars are 
lost on a horse that had no chance to win 
unless the other horses in the race had 
dropped dead, simply because some worth- 
less tout was anxious to hold a ticket on 
each horse in the race, regardless of the 
fact that only one horse could win. 
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This exposé of the tout’s method of work- 
ing is intended to call the attention of the 
public to the conditions that produce these 
contemptible characters. It should open 
their eyes and cause them to insist upon 
the abolishment of turf exchanges; also 
tracks that permit money to be wagered 
on the result of horse races. It is hard to 
comprehend how the public, who suffer only 
loss, excepting the race track promoters, 
bookmakers and the class of human leeches 
just described, will allow the continuance 
of this (to them) ruinous game. 


CHAPTER XVIII 
THe Wire Tappina Conripence GAME 


HE Wire Tapping Confidence Game 
is practised in most cities where 
betting on horse races is permitted. 

Many men are victimized by the clever 
confidence men who represent that they 
bave information as to what horse is to 
win the race. This advance information, 
they claim, is obtained a few minutes before 
the results are announced at the pool rooms. 
The confidence men tell those whom they 
intend to victimize that they acquire this 
knowledge by the tapping of wires in the 
near vicinity of the pool rooms. 

This line of swindling is sometimes oper- 
ated by a clique of thieves who act inde- 
pendent of any aid extended by the pool 
room proprietors, but more often the grafters 
and the pool room proprietors work in con- 


junction. 
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In order to give the reader an idea of 
how men are approached and fleeced, the 
writer will relate the case of John Moore 
as an illustration. As in all other confidence 
games, it will show how Moore lost his 
money by entering into a scheme whereby 
he expected to cheat others. He himself 
is deserving of no sympathy, but the dis- 
tress and misery that it brought upon his 
innocent family is the deplorable part of 
the whole transaction. 

The writer desires to expose the methods 
of all confidence men and the schemes of 
erafters so thoroughly that it will be utterly 
impossible for them to follow a vocation 
which has been the cause of thousands of 
innocent families being impoverished and 
has resulted in thousands of suicides. 

Wire tapping operators usually select their 
prey from among the “high rollers” who 
play the races and are always hanging around 
the pool rooms, on the lookout for likely 
subjects. It was Moore’s reputation as a 
plunger that drew toward him the attention 
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of Al. Heaston, one of the smoothest con- 
fidence men in the country. He was an 
adept at all lines of swindling, and at the 
time that I am writing about, he and some 
others were operating a fake pool room in 
one of the large cities of California. Horse 
racing was not allowed in that state, but 
there were a number of pool rooms in oper- 
ation where they were taking bets on the 
Charleston and Juarez races. 

So many pool rooms in operation made it 
easy for Heaston and his colleagues to obtain 
many victims for their fake pool room. 

Seeing a possibility of a large killing to 
be made by “steering” Moore, Heaston 
was very liberal with expenses in cultivating 
Moore’s acquaintance. It will not be neces- 
sary to go into full details of how he dined 
and wined him; it was much the same formula 
that is gone through in all confidence games 
and which we have previously described. 
Suffice it to say that Heaston finally became 
on familiar terms with Moore. So it was 
that in some race each day Heaston would 
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walk away from the cashier’s window with 
a large roll of bills which he claimed that 
he had won on the race that had just been 
run. He only appeared to make one bet 
each day, but always won his bet. 

I may as well explain at this time how 
Heaston created the impression of always 
picking out a winner whenever he played. 
It was a very easy matter for him to do 
this. He would select a race that Moore 
had made a bet on, and when Moore’s atten- 
tion was elsewhere attracted, would buy a 
ticket on each of two horses that looked 
likely to win. These horses he would play 
for small amounts. He would then give 
other men small amounts to bet on the 
other horses in the race and these men 
would give him the tickets; by playing in 
this manner, he was sure to lose money 
on the outcome of the races, unless a very 
long shot came to his rescue, but he was 
sure to have a ticket on the winning horse, 
for he had played every horse in the race. 
After the.results were announced, he would 
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cash the ticket that he had bought on the 
winning horse, but at a time when Moore 
was not in the vicinity of the cashier’s desk 
and not in a position to see the amount of 
money that Heaston received. Heaston 
would place the money that he received for 
his ticket in a large roll of bills and with 
the roll in his hand walk over to Moore 
and remark, ‘A little more easy money.” 
Putting the money in his pocket he would 
depart, with the appearance of being in 
a hurry to leave the pool room. 

These . proceedings went on for a few 
days, when Moore, as fully expected by 
Heaston, began to inquire how it was that 
he was so lucky, never losing a bet. He 
said that he must have something on them. 
Heaston laughed and said that the money 
he was winning from this “‘piking”’ pool 
room was nothing—just a little spending 
money. He then told Moore that there 
was only one place in the city where men 
could really bet their money. Of course 
Moore wanted to know where this place 
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was. Heaston told him that he was not 
allowed to tell any one, as it was a private 
pool room where men played who did not 
want it known that they were playing the 
races and who objected to being seen in a 
public pool room. He told Moore that it 
was only a very select few that played in 
this private pool room, and that none of 
the members were allowed to invite their 
friends; but if Moore desired, he would 
recommend and present his name, for he 
knew that there would be no objection 
made to his joining, as Moore was of the 
same social standing as those that were 
allowed to play. He further explained that 
it was not only a much nicer place in which 
to play, but they gave better odds and 
would accept larger bets than in a public 
pool room. He informed him that while 
other pool room proprietors would not allow 
their patrons to bet more than two hundred 
and fifty dollars on a race, the private pool 
room proprietors would accept bets up to 
as high as:ten thousand dollars. 
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This private pool room proposition ap- 
pealed greatly to Moore and it was with 
great satisfaction that he received word 
from Heaston, a few days later, that he 
had been accepted as a member. 

Upon accompanying Heaston to this sup- 
posedly private pool room, Moore found it 
elaborately furnished and fully equipped with 
pool room appurtenances, with a large corps 
of clerks and telegraph operators in attend- 
ance, presenting the appearance of doing 
a flourishing business; men appearing to bet 
large amounts of money: some losing, while 
others won. 

It might be as well to state at this time 
that this fake pool room was always pre- 
pared to take any bet that a prospective 
victim was inclined to make. 

The results of the races were made known 
to the fake pool room by telephone messages 
received in another room adjoining. The 
results were then telegraphed from this secret 
room into the main pool room, where another 
telegrapher received and announced them, 
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causing it to appear that this information 
was received direct from the race track. 
If a prospective victim should pick out a 
winner, the bet would be paid in the regular 
manner. This is one chance that the fake 
pool room proprietors are forced to take, 
for it would soon become known to the 
prospective victim if the races were an- 
nounced falsely, as the results of all the 
races are announced daily in all of the 
newspapers throughout the country. 

After Moore’s introduction into this club, 
he found the environment so much more 
congenial that he discontinued his play at 
the other pool rooms, confining his play 
entirely to this club. 

He had been a member about three days 
and had shown no particularly good judg- 
ment in picking out the winning horses; 
indeed, he had not made a single winning. 
It was this ill success on Moore’s part that 
caused Heaston to think that it was a 
propitious time to spring the trap that would 
ensnare Moore. 
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On the last race of the day, Heaston, in 
a hurried manner, handed Moore a large 
roll of bills and asked him to bet the money 
on a horse that he named, with a request 
that he lose no time in doing so, as there 
were good reasons for hurrying. Moore 
did as he was asked and only had time 
to give the ticket to Heaston before the 
operator announced “they’re off,” and then 
began his description of the race. In the 
end, the winner proved to be the horse that 
Heaston had asked Moore to bet the money 
on. | 

According to the usual custom at this 
private pool room, after the last race of the 
day the cashier announced that those who 
held winning tickets should present them 
at the desk in the morning and receive their 
money, business of the day being over. 

Heaston and Moore left the hall together. 
On their way down the street Heaston handed 
Moore twenty dollars, and told him that he 
had confidence in him and that if in future 
he would be at the pool room each racing 
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day at the hour when the last race was to 
be run, he would pay him twenty dollars 
if he would take what money Heaston 
would give him and bet it on the race. 
Moore thanked him and said that he would 
do so. Heaston now explained to Moore 
how he was able to pick out a winner every 
day. He told him that he was getting 
information that was received by the tap- 
ping of the telegraph wires, and was with- 
holding the description of the races from the 
pool room until he could bet his money. 
The delayed message would then be for- 
warded on to the pool room. By tapping 
the wires he knew what horse had won 
and would have time, if done quickly, to 
bet his money before the results were known 
at the pool room. This was his reason 
for wanting Moore on hand to help him 
expedite matters, also for the reason that 
he had been winning so regularly, it would 
be less likely to arouse suspicion if Moore 
was to do the betting. 

Moore acted as Heaston’s agent for sev- 
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eral days, betting the money on the last 
race and always winning, Heaston receiving 
the money that had been won the following 
morning. 

It did not take long before Moore took 
advantage of the opportunity he saw of 
making money for himself. He began by 
placing small bets on his own account, in 
addition to the money that Heaston gave 
him to wager for him. This side issue he 
did not inform Heaston about. He, of 
course, was ignorant of the fact that Heaston 
was informed by his colleagues when Moore 
made these extra bets for himself. 

Moore by making these bets had given 
the cue to Heaston and his bunch that the 
time was ripe for the final plunge by which 
they meant to engulf this self-convicted, 
avidious man. 

It was not long after this, and while pay- 
ing Moore his twenty dollars at the place 
where they met daily to arrange their plans 
for the next day, that Heaston informed 
Moore that he had inside information that 
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led him to believe that the race meet was 
about to come to a close and that he in- 
tended to make one big bet that would 
place him in a comfortable position for life; 
and told Moore to be sure and be on hand 
at the regular time the next day in order 
to handle the bet for him. 

Moore realized that this would be his 
last opportunity for making any more sure 
money. He was convinced by the previous 
plays that Heaston’s system was perfect 
and that there was no chance for failure. 
His only thought was how he could place 
for himself the amount of money that he 
would like to play, as he knew the limit 
for one bet was ten thousand dollars, and 
Heaston would more than likely bet that 
amount himself. 

A few hours before the final bet was to 
be placed, Moore was greatly elated when 
Heaston informed him that he, not expect- 
ing this sudden shutting down of the race 
track, was not prepared to make the ten 
thousand dollar bet that he had intended 
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to, as he had the day before invested about 
all of his ready cash in a mining proposition 
and all that he was able to raise was two 
thousand dollars. 

Moore recognized that this gave him a 
chance to bet eight thousand dollars of his 
own money. Moore had only about two 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars in 
cash, but he knew that he could raise enough 
money on his home to make up the eight 
thousand dollars. 

He had considerable difficulty in persuad- 
ing his wife to sign the necessary documents, 
placing a mortgage on the property for five 
thousand five hundred dollars; but he con- 
vinced her, without letting her know the 
real reason for desiring the money, that he 
would be able to redeem the mortgage at 
any time after thirty days. He really 
thought that he would be able to take up 
the mortgage the next day, but he told 
his wife thirty days so as to make it appear 
that the money was to be invested in some 
legitimate business and not in a “get rich 
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quick”’ proposition, because he was aware 
that she would not sanction his doing any- 
thing crooked. 

Moore was in the pool room with eight 
thousand dollars of his own money a few 
minutes before the time appointed to meet 
Heaston. He had been there but a short 
time when Heaston came in and gave him 
a roll of bills which was to be placed on a 
certain horse that he named. He told 
Moore that there was two thousand dollars 
in the roll and for him to lose no time in 
making the bet, as it would only be a few 
minutes before the books would be closed. 
As on all former occasions Heaston left the 
room as soon as he had given the money 
to Moore to place on the race. 

Moore lost no time, but hastened to 
make his bets. He told the cashier to make 
out two tickets, one for two thousand dol- 
lars and one for eight thousand dollars. 
He had no sooner counted the money over 
with the cashier and received the tickets 
in return,. than the order was given to 
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close the books. A minute later the operator 
announced the customary ‘‘they’re off” and 
began the description of the race. 

It was a mile heat and very exciting, 
especially to Moore. Even though he knew 
that the race had been run and his money, 
he knew, bet on the winner, he could not 
help but display great excitement. The 
perspiration was pouring down his face in 
streams. The horse that he had bet his 
all on, even the home that sheltered his 
wife and children, had not received a call 
at the quarter. At the half it was the 
same; again at the three-quarters, not a 
single call. What had happened? Was it 
possible that some horrible mistake had 
been made? Even in the home-stretch, a 
horse he did not know was in the lead by 
two lengths. What was this? Some fear- 
ful nightmare? Another horse that he had 
never heard of was second by a length. 
God help him, he knew he must be going 
crazy. He could not remémber even havy- 
ing heard the name of the horse that was 
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third. The winner? Why don’t they an- 
nounce the winner and end this awful agony? 
He felt sure there never had been a race 
in all the annals of horse racing that had 
taken so long a time to run. It seemed 
to him to be a month since he had kissed 
his wife and assured her that he knew 
what he was doing and there was not the 
slightest doubt about their being able to 
redeem their home. But now. Good 
Heavens! What had he done? What was 
that he heard? The horse on which he 
had placed his money was the winner? No, 
it could not be possible. They are saying 
that it had been left at the post, or that 
it had dropped dead. 

Moore was in a daze. It was with diffi- 
culty that he was able to comprehend, from 
the din of voices, that his horse had won; 
had come in at the home-stretch from the 
very rear, and had won by a nose. 

When it was announced that those hold- 
ing winning tickets were to presert them 
to be cashed in the morning, he reeled 
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from the pool room like a drunken man. 
Not until he had gone into a neighboring 
saloon and swallowed a large drink of 
whiskey was he sufficiently able to realize 
the truth—that he had won a fortune. 
The horse that he had bet on was a five- 
to-one shot and his ticket, which he had 
in his possession, called for forty-eight thou- 
sand dollars. 

After Moore had fully recovered his senses 
he thought how foolish he had been, at 
the beginning of the description of the race, 
in thinking he had lost his money. He 
fervently hoped that he would never have 
to go through another experience like it. 
And to think he had received such a fright, 
knowing as he did that Heaston knew what 
horse had won even before the bets were 
made. 

That night Moore never closed his eyes 
in sleep. He lay the whole night through, 
thinking and planning what he would do 
with the wealth he had so suddenly acquired. 

The next morning:he could not wait for 

17 
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the usual time for the pool room to open 
to cash tickets. It was at least half an 
hour before time when he arrived at the 
pool room door. He had not waited long 
before Heaston arrived. Moore, when he 
gave Heaston the ticket that he had pur- 
chased for him, did not say anything about 
the ticket he had bought for himself. He 
did not want Heaston to know that he had 
taken advantage of the confidence placed in 
him by betting his own money. He also 
thought that if Heaston knew of his doing 
so, he would demand part of the profits. 

They waited until after the time was 
due for the pool room to open, when Heaston, 
showing impatience at the delay, tried the 
door, and on finding it locked and getting 
no response to his knocking, raised one of 
the windows. ‘The discovery was then made 
that the room was entirely destitute of 
furniture. 

Heaston now began to rave and bemoan 
the loss of his money and said that he 
could not, understand how it was that the 
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pool room would close rather than pay the 
small amount that his ticket called for. 
He said he was quite sure that no one else 
had bet money on a horse that was such 
a long shot. All his ticket called for was 
twelve thousand dollars; and he had seen 
them on many occasions cash tickets that 
had called for twice that amount. 

Moore had not said a word up to this 
time. He seemed stunned. But the un- 
expected flitting of the wealth that he had 
felt almost within his grasp was more than 
flesh and blood could stand; and on regain- 
ing his power of speech he incoherently pro- 
claimed the part he had taken in what he 
now saw his own destruction. He, with 
insane vehemence, denounced the pool room 
proprietors, but received no sympathy from 
Heaston. Instead, Heaston strongly be- 
rated him for betting money that he had 
no right to do. He blamed him for the 
loss of his own money, telling him that 
if he had not bet this large amount of 
money the pool room would not have 


260 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


been closed and he would have received his 
money. 

This abuse by Heaston had the desired 
effect of further convincing Moore that 
Heaston was a loser as well as himself 
and was in no way responsible for his own 
loss. 

Heaston now proceeded with the final and 
“squaring” act. This is always done in 
order to give the confidence man a little 
more protection. He intimidates the vic- 
tim by infusing him with the idea that he 
has implicated himself criminally, and_ if 
this were to become known it would make 
him liable to a very heavy and disgraceful 
penalty. Heaston told Moore that it was 
of no use to cry over spilt milk; all they 
could do was to grin and bear their loss, 
as there was no redress for them. If they 
were to try and regain their losses, they 
would be forced to implicate themselves by 
describing the part that they had taken 
in it—that of tapping the wires and delay- 
ing messages. As this is a criminal act, 
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it would mean a term in the penitentiary 
for them if it were to become known. 

So it was with Mr. Moore, as with thou- 
sands of others who have been beguiled by 
the wiles of the crafty confidence men into 
believing that by dishonest methods they 
were going to acquire wealth. 

He had met dire misfortune that had 
resulted in his own ruin and brought dis- 
grace and poverty to his family. Moore 
not only lost what cash he had, but being 
unable to pay the mortgage, lost his home. 
His misfortune deprived him of all ambi- 
tion. He seemed to take no interest in any- 
thing other than the excitement of the race- 
horse pool rooms, and although he had no 
money with which to play the races, he 
spent all his time there. In consequence 
of this, his family were allowed to go in 
want. 

His wife, although discouraged and broken 
down in health, endeavored to provide for 
her family by taking in washing and sew- 
ing, but the strain was too much for her. 
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Under the heavy burden she weakened and 
for the want of proper nourishment finally 
died. 

Moore, through the dissolute habits that 
he had fallen into, could or would not pro- 
vide for the three little children that the 
mother had left. . They were forced finally 
to become separated and were adopted into 
different homes by kind people who had 
heard of their pitiable condition. 

Moore was responsible for this terrible 
tragedy, the result of his entering into a 
wicked scheme. But what should be the 
punishment for the confidence men who not 
only broke up the home of Moore and 
caused so much misery in this case, but in 
thousands of others whom they had tempted 
by crooked representations of wealth to be 
so easily acquired. 

Reader, for reasons that have heretofore 
been explained in this book, viz: the reticence 
of the victims regarding their losses, the con- 
fidence men are rarely apprehended and 
never receive the punishment they so richly 
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deserve. For this reason, no publicity is 
ever given to the public that would be a 
warning to them. It is left to this book 
to explain how the confidence men work, 
and thus it will be the means of saving 
others from being victimized. 

There are none in any walk of life that 
the confidence men exempt in approaching. 
It may be you or someone dear to you that 
will be approached by these men. The 
knowledge herein contained, of how con- 
fidence men operate, will save them, even 
though they could be tempted to try to 
obtain wealth by dishonest methods. 


CHAPTER XIX 
THe Matcuinc DoLLAR CONFIDENCE GAME 


HE Matching Dollar Confidence 

Game is so simple in operation that 

it is a matter of surprise when we 
realize the number of simpletons that are 
so easily victimized by such a transparent 
scheme. This is always a _ three-handed 
game and is operated by two partners, work- 
ing in conjunction in such a manner that 
the third man, the “sucker,” is given no 
chance to win. 

The grafters, after finding a likely sub- 
ject, propose matching dollars, the odd maa 
to take the ‘‘ante.” That is, one side of 
a dollar is called “heads” and the other 
side “‘tails.” They all place the money on 
the table with their hands over it. If, 
after raising their hands from the dollars, 
all should be heads or all should be tails, 


neither would win or lose, but if two heads 
(264) 
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and one tail should show up, the one having 
the tail up would win the money. If there 
should be two tails and one head show up, 
the one having the head would win the 
money. 

Now see how simple this is. The two con- 
federates never play their money alike, that 
is, one always faces heads, and the other 
tails, so it matters not how the victim 
places his money, one of the confederates 
is sure to win; for if the victim places his 
money tail up, one of the confidence men 
has also placed his money tail up, making 
the other grafter, with his money placed 
head up the odd man, thereby winning the 
pot. The result would be the same if the 
sucker should place his money head up, 
as he would match the confederate who was 
playing head up, for of course the tail money, 
being the odd, would win. 

So those who match dollars against this 
confidence game can readily see how they 
have no chance of winning. 


CHAPTER XX 
THE SHELL AND THREE Carp Monte GAMES 


HE Three Card Monte and the Shell 

Games, in addition to being worked 

at pleasure resorts and country fairs, 
are more successfully operated on trains 
and passenger vessels. A vast amount of 
money is lost by the traveling public in 
trying to beat these games, at which they 
have no possible chance of winning. 

To illustrate, the Shell Game is played 
by using three ordinary walnut shells and 
a rubber pea. The object is to pick out 
the shell that covers the pea. This is 
apparently very easy for any one to accom- 
plish. The operator juggles the three shells 
and the pea slowly on the table, with the 
pea in plain sight; then covering the pea 
with one of the shells, offers to wager that 
none of the bystanders can pick out the 
shell covering the pea. 

(266) 
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Mingling with the crowd are “cappers,” 
who are employed to boost the game. They 
will often pick out the shell that conceals 
the pea, in order to induce others to follow 
their lead. If an outside player should 
venture a small amount of money, but 
show signs of having a larger sum with 
him, he would be allowed to win in order 
to give him confidence. 

After the player has been allowed to win 
several small bets, and is confident of his 
ability to select the right one, the operator 
all at once becomes apparently careless and 
after placing the pea under the shell will 
turn his head away for an instant on some 
pretext; the capper will then pick up the 
shell, plainly showing the pea under it, and 
allow others to see it. 

The operator will again place his hands 
over the shells, never changing their posi- 
tion, will announce that he is willing to 
wager any amount of money from ten cents 
to one hundred dollars that no one in the 
crowd can pick out the pea. 
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The player who has been led along so 
skilfully and who, having seen the pea un- 
covered, is confident of his ability to select 
the right one, for the shells still occupy 
the same position as when he saw the pea. 
He is confident that he has no chance to 
lose, so will usually bet all the money he 
has with him that he can pick out the right 
one. He will point to the shell under which 
he is sure the pea is. 

This the dealer will lift up, but to the 
great surprise of the victim nothing will 
be discovered beneath it. The dealer, point- 
ing to another shell, remarks, “If you had 
chosen this, you would have won my money.” 
He will raise up the shell and the pea will 
apparently roll from beneath it. 

The operator, to accomplish this change, 
after turning his head, though not changing 
the position of the shells, had dexterously 
withdrawn the pea from beneath while his 
hands were over and on the shells. This 
he does by inserting his finger under the 
shell and gripping the pea with his finger 
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nail. When he lifts the unplayed shell, 
the pea is liberated from his finger nail, 
making it appear as though the pea had 
come from under that shell. 

Now, what chance has any one to win 
in such a one-sided, barefaced swindle as 
this is? 

The Three Card Monte, like the Shell 
Game, is operated more frequently on board 
trains and steam vessels and is very similar 
in operation. About the only difference be- 
ing that the confidence man in the Three 
Card Monte game uses three playing cards 
instead of the sheils and pea. 

For instance, if three different aces are 
used, the ace of hearts, the ace of spades 
and the ace of clubs, they are juggled in 
the same manner as the shells in the Shell 
Game, the operator inviting the onlookers 
to pick out the ace of clubs. The boosters 
pick out many winners, as in the Shell Game, 
allowing the outsiders to win a few bets 
in order to induce confidence. The operator 
in the same careless manner will stoop to 
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the floor to pick up some object which he 
appears to have accidentally dropped, during 
which time the confederate will quickly pick 
up the ace of clubs and tear off a small 
corner, after which he will replace the card 
in its former position on the table. 

After the operator has again regained his 
position and once more juggled the cards, 
he will challenge any one to pick out the 
ace of clubs. The man who has grown 
confident with his small winnings and hav- 
ing seen the ace of clubs with the corner 
torn, is of course quite sure that he can 
make no mistake in picking out the card 
and invariably bets his all. 

The operator will then tell him to raise 
the card, when, lo and behold, the victim 
is amazed to find that he has picked up 
the ace of spades. The operator then turns 
over one of the other cards, showing the 
ace of clubs with a corner torn also. 

The manner in which the operator has 
consummated this remarkable change is very 
simple. 
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Before the commencement of the game, 

he has a fourth card which is skilfully palmed 
in his hand. This is the ace of spades, 
torn in the corner in the same manner as 
the ace of clubs is to be torn by the booster 
—an arrangement made beforehand, in order 
to cause the sucker to bet. In juggling 
the cards around the last time, he switches 
the ace of spades into the place of the ace 
of clubs, and in raising the ace of hearts 
he substitutes the torn ace of clubs, which 
he had palmed in his hand, causing the 
loser to think that he had made a mis- 
take in judgment and have no suspicion 
that the game is crooked, but convinced 
that the-hand is quicker than the eye. 
; ‘The Shell and the Three Card Monte 
games are very simple in operation and it 
is a matter.of no small wonder how SO 
many seemingly intelligent people continue 
to be gulled by them—games that are never 
operated but for swindling purposes. 


CHAPTER XXI 


Tue Lock, Pocket Knire AND PurRSE 
CONFIDENCE GAMES 


HE Lock, Pocket Knife and Purse 

Confidence Games, all operated the 

Same way, have been constantly 
worked for years by confidence men all over 
the world. Scarcely a day passes but some 
one has been victimized by one or the other 
of them. And though there have been 
accounts of the robberies in the papers 
occasionally, the mode of procedure taken 
by the confidence men in obtaining their 
victims and the ruses that they use in caus- 
ing them to lose their money are never fully 
explained. Nothing is said that would en- 
lighten and save others from being victimized 
in the same manner. It has been left to 
this book to sound the death knell to the 
operators of this and all other grafting and 
confidence games. 

(272) 
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The cunningly constructed locks, purses 
and pocket knives used for defrauding pur- 
poses are purchased from novelty dealers, 
who sell them as they do other trick devices; 
their intent being only to furnish innocent 
amusement. 

It requires two to operate these games 
when the intent is .to swindle. 

In order to give the reader a full under- 
standing as to how these games are worked 
by the confidence men, the writer will explain 
how a Mr. Fallon from Chicago was robbed 
by the lock game. 

It will first be necessary to explain the 
mechanism of this particular lock; some 
trick locks are differently constructed. The 
lock in question was a pretty and most inno- 
cent looking little toy. Around the edges 
on both sides were numerous tiny rivets, 
having the appearance of only being used 
to fasten the sides together. But among 
these rivets are two false ones, and when 
the lock is locked with a key by pressing one 
of the false rivets downward and then a trifle 

18 
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to the right, it is impossible to open it with- 
out reversing the rivet. There is also another 
false rivet, which, upon being pressed to the 
left, will cause a cog to lock the device so 
that it is impossible to unlock it with a 
key or open it in any way without break- 
ing it. 

The confidence men, in the pursuance otf 
their different lines, are no respecters of 
persons, nor are they particular where they 
obtain their prey. Whether it be at a carnival 
or a church festival, it matters not to them. 
And so it was on the beautiful grounds 
surrounding the great Mormon Temple in 
Salt Lake City that Mr. Fallon met with 
the loss of his money. 

Mr. Fallon was traveling through the 
country on a pleasure trip. He was on his 
homeward journey from California and wished 
to view the sights of beautiful Salt Lake City, 
where he stopped over for ten days. 

It was while he was staying at one of the 
best hotels in the city that Conkling, a noted 
confidence man, saw him and judging by the 
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prosperous appearance of Mr. Fallon, decided 
he would be an excellent subject to steer 
against the lock game. So hunting up his 
confederate, Ralph Reardon, they immedi- 
ately began to lay their plans. 

Reardon was possessed of a most. pleasing 
personality and was the one chosen to take 
quarters at the hotel where Mr. Fallon was 
stopping. Reardon was to endeavor to get 
on friendly terms with him. 

Reardon had been at the hotel but two 
days when he managed to strike up an 
acquaintance with Mr. Fallon and it did 
not take him long before they were on friendly 
relations. They would take short walks 
together. Reardon, knowing the city well, 
was able to show Fallon the points of interest. 

The cultivating process had gone on for 
a week before Reardon gave the signal to 
his accomplice, who was always on the look- 
out and prepared at any time to do his part 
whenever the opportunity presented itself. 

So when the signal was given, as had been 
prearranged, he immediately hurried to the 
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Temple grounds, as this was the place agreed 
upon where they expected the culmination 
of their swindling plan. 

He chose a rather secluded spot that had 
been selected by the partners, and it was 
here that he set the trap by placing, in what 
looked to be a careless manner, the lock 
where his confederate, who knew where it 
was to be placed, could see it. After having 
deposited the lock in this manner, Conkling 
retired to a distance, where he concealed 
himself from view, but was in a position to 
plainly see the path upon which Reardon 
and the intended victim were to walk. 

He had to wait some little time, as his 
confederate and companion had been leisurely 
viewing the beauties of the grounds. It was 
apparently in further search of something of 
interest to point out to Fallon that Reardon 
now sauntered in the direction of the lock, 
which he knew Conkling had by this time 
placed there. 

Reardon, as he walked, was swinging a 
cane in a careless manner, cutting off leaves 
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of grass and casting aside little pebbles that 
were in his path. It was apparently by 
accident that he struck the lock with his cane, 
and which caused it to roll in the path in 
front of hiscompanion. Mr. Fallon, attracted 
by the metallic sound, picked up the lock. 
It was a pretty bauble and as the key was 
in it, he naturally tried to open it. This, 
however, he failed to do. After several 
vain efforts on Fallon’s part, Reardon asked 
that he be allowed to take it and see if he 
could open it. He met with the same non- 
success and remarked that the lock must 
have become rusted on the inside through 
exposure and py its lying on the ground, 
perhaps for a long time. He was about to 
give up trying, when, apparently by accident, 
he discovered one of the rivets that he could 
press downward and then by pressing it 
slightly to the right, enabled him to turn the 
key, and the lock flew open. 

Reardon seemed to be immensely pleased 
at what he termed his cleverness, and several 
times repeated the locking ‘and unlocking by 
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the use of the loose rivet. He then showed 
Fallon how it worked and said that they would 
have a little sport out of it with some of the 
other guests when they got back to the hotel. 
He then handed it back to Fallon, who now 
had no difficulty in operating it, locking and 
unlocking it with ease. Reardon once more 
regained the lock and they retraced their 
steps toward the hotel. No sooner had they 
started than their attention was drawn to 
a man who was coughing in the rear of them. 
He was walking toward them, was well 
dressed and from his actions seemed also to 
be a stranger viewing the sights. 

Reardon called Fallon’s attention to the 
stranger and said that he would have a little 
fun with him. He then locked the trinket 
and turned the rivet as it was when they 
found it. Just as the stranger came abreast 
of them, Reardon stooped, and when he arose 
he held up to the view of Fallon the lock, 
which he also managed to let the stranger 
see. Reardon then said to Fallon, ‘See 
what a pretty trinket I have just picked up.” 
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He then turned to the stranger, who was 
about to pass them, and bowing to him, 
remarked that it was a pleasant afternoon. 
The stranger returned the salutation and 
asked if they, like he, were strangers in 
Salt Lake and when informed that they were, 
they informally introduced themselves. The 
stranger said that he was from Chicago and 
expected to return the next day. 

To meet one from his own town was a 
pleasure for Mr. Fallon and he and the 
stranger, whom ere this you have recognized 
as Conkling, engaged in conversation about 
conditions and affairs in Chicago. 

During this time they had been standing 
still and Reardon was slowly locking and 
unlocking the little lock that he had appar- 
ently just found at the time that Conkling 
came upon the scene. Conkling, seemingly 
for the first time, noticed the lock in Reardon’s 
hands and asked if he might look at it. Rear- 
don, with a wink at Fallon, handed it to 
him. As might be expected, he tried to 
turn the key, but failing to do so, became 
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rather interested. Further futile attempts 
seemed to increase his interest, but he finally 
handed it back to Reardon, saying, “I guess 
I have busted something; see if you can 
unlock it.’ 

Reardon, while turning the key, slyly 
pressed the false rivet and of course the lock 
opened. Reardon laughed, saying, “No, you 
have not broken anything; it is very easy 
to unlock.” He then passed it back to 
Conkling, but readjusted the rivet before 
doing so. Conkling was greatly surprised 
to find that he was still unable to open it. 
He began to display annoyance at the mirth 
of his companions, caused by his inability 
to open the, as he termed it, infernal machine. 
Reardon further increased this feeling by 
saying, in a bantering tone, “You must be 
a very poor mechanic not to be able to open 
it, for it is very simple.” 

The now rather angry man asked Reardon 
to open it once more, in order for him to try 
and discover how he operated it. Reardon 
repeated his previous performance, unlocking, 
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relocking and afterwards readjusting the rivet; 
then he returned the lock to Conkling, who 
after many vain attempts, which caused his 
companions great hilarity, displayed violent 
anger. When Reardon accused him of being 
exceedingly dense and offered to bet five 
dollars that his friend, Mr. Fallon, who had 
never seen the lock before, could unlock it 
in less than five minutes, the now infuriated 
Conkling, with considerable profanity, drew 
from his pocket a large roll of greenbacks, 
saying, “Here is a thousand dollars, I will 
bet any part of it that your friend cannot 
unlock it in ten minutes without breaking it.” 

Reardon said that he wished that he had 
the money to cover it, but all he had with 
him was twenty dollars, but he would bet 
that. Conkling then accused him of being 
a “piker” and told him to put up his twenty 
dollars. Mr. Fallon, seeing what he thought 
axsplendid opportunity for making some ex- 
pense money, and wishing to rebuke Conkling 
for the foul language he had been using and 
the violent temper that he had displayed 
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at an intended joke, brought forth his pocket- 
book, saying, ‘‘I have just six hundred dollars 
here that I am willing to add to the twenty 
dollars of Mr. Reardon, that I can unlock 
it in less than ten minutes.” 

The money was counted out by Fallon 
and placed in the hands of Reardon. Conkling 
counted out six hundred and twenty dollars, 
which he also placed in Reardon’s hands. 

The money being all up, Conkling now 
placed the lock in the hands of Fallon and 
told him that if he unlocked it in ten minutes, 
the money would be his, but if he failed to 
do so, Reardon would give the money to him 
(Conkling). 

Reardon was chosen timekeeper as well 
as stakeholder. Fallon, with great confi- 
dence, now undertook to open the lock, but 
was greatly surprised at finding that he was 
unable to do so, but did not desist from his 
efforts until the last second of the allotted 
time had expired, when he was forced to 
admit that he had lost. 

During Fallon’s effort to open the lock, 
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Reardon, apparently greatly excited, seemed 
to be trying to assist him in opening it by 
reaching over and pressing the false rivet; 
but in spite of their efforts the lock could not 
be opened. The reason for this was that 
Conkling had, before giving Fallon the lock, 
pressed the false rivet that released the cog 
that permanently prevented the lock from 
being opened with a key. 

In this way was Mr. Fallon added to the 
list of thousands of others who have been 
victimized by the lock, purse or pocket knife 
game. Mr. Fallon, like many others who 
have been fleeced, never knew that he was 
the victim of a concocted scheme, but thought 
that his loss was the result of some unaccount- 
able accident that had befallen the lock, 
making it impossible for it to be opened. 


CHAPTER XXII 


Tup Goutp Brick CoNnFIDENCE GAME 


HIS game has been operated so fre- 

: quently that it has added a new 

expression to our language—that is 
the term “Gold Bricked,’ which is applied 
to those who have met with a loss in any 
venture that they were positive would have 
resulted in certain gain. But there are few, 
excepting those that have been victimized 
by the ‘Gold Brick Game,” that know the 
origin of the expression. 

The tactics employed by the operators of 
this particular style of swindling will be so 
minutely explained that not only will the 
reader recognize the origin of the term, but 
will be so familiar with all the details of the 
imposition as to be immune to the wiles of 
the crafty Gold Brick operators. 

Of the numerous accounts of fraud practised 


in this line, the case of Mr. Blackmore will 
(284) 
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be selected as an illustration of the workings 
of this bunco game. 

First we will show why Blackmore appealed 
so strongly to Thompson and Long, two 
noted confidence men, that he was chosen 
as the most likely subject for their purpose 
in the town in which he resided. The reader 
will see that the avaricious and dishonestly 
inclined are the ones more easily ensnared. 
This is quite natural, as they are familiar 
with conniving and deceit; therefore the 
proposition of the confidence man hits the 
bull’s eye in their responsive nature. The 
honest man, unless he be in sorry straits 
financially, will refuse with disdain any oppor- 
tunity to make money in any dishonorable 
way, even if assured that there will be no 
publicity; while another with perverted ideas 
of honesty will grasp the opportunity pre- 
sented. He is more familiar with deceit 
and has confidence in his ability to succeed 
in that which favors his natural inclina- 
tions. | 

Blackmore was wealthy. In addition to 
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being interested in several large business 
enterprises, he owned a number of houses 
which he rented. His income from his numer- 
ous interests was large and should not only 
have satisfied, but should have put him in a 
position to have been far beyond the reach 
of the temptation of Thompson and Long. 

Blackmore was of the scheming nature 
described above, the only shrine at which 
he worshiped was that of Mammon. Gold 
was the only God that he acknowledged; 
and his one ambition was to add to his already 
great wealth. It was Blackmore’s widely 
known avidious reputation that attracted 
the attention of Thompson and Long. They 
were certain that he would accept any propo- 
sition to acquire wealth, where the only 
investment demanded of him would be the 
sacrifice of his conscientious scruples. This 
to a man of Blackmore’s caliber, void of any 
principle, meant absolutely nothing to be 
involved in the deal. 

Having selected Blackmore as a victim, 
Thompson and Long proceeded to lay their 
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plans to separate Blackmore from some of 
his surplus wealth. 

The result of their planning was that one 
sultry afternoon, as Blackmore was returning 
from collecting the rent from a number of his 
tenants, he was met by two men on horse- 
back who were leading a pack animal; both 
men and horses showed marks of travel and 
had evidently traveled a long distance. One 
of the men accosted Blackmore and inquired 
if there was a small furnished house, with a 
barn in connection, that could be rented. 
Blackmore having such a place on the out- 
skirts of the city, informed them of the fact 
and entered into negotiations with them. 
The result was that they secured the place 
and paid him for one month’s rent in advance. 

Thompson was the man that made the deal, 
explaining that his partner, Long, was a 
very sick man and wanted to get into a house 
so that he could rest and have medical atten- 
tion. 

They had occupied the house about one 
month, during which time Blackmore met 
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Thompson frequently, but never saw Long. 
Upon inquiring from Thompson, he was 
informed that Long was a very sick man 
and seemed to be getting worse; in fact, 
he had left a hospital in Nevada before he 
had fully recovered from an attack of pneu- 
monia, and the exposure during the journey 
had resulted in the present relapse, which 
promised to end fatally. 

Blackmore had not seen Thompson for 
several days and as the rent was overdue, 
he called at the house to collect it. Upon 
entering he found Long in bed and alone. 
Long informed him that Thompson was 
out of town for a few days, and that the 
attendant that was taking care of Long 
during Thompson’s absence had been given 
permission to go away for afew hours. Long’s 
apparent illness did not deter Blackmore from 
stating his errand. He told Long that he 
had called for the rent, which should have 
been paid the day before. Long told him 
that he was sorry, but as he had no money 
in the house, it could not be settled until 
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the return of Thompson, which would be in 
a few days. Blackmore told him that he 
did not do business in that way; it was 
the money or the house with him, and that 
he could not wait. 

Long replied, “If that is the case, although 
I have no money in the house, I have its 
equivalent; in fact, I have a small quantity 
of gold dust, but being unable to go out, 
I have no means of weighing it, but if you 
will, you can take it and have it weighed 
and deduct what is due you from the pro- 
ceeds, then return the balance to me.” This 
being agreeable to Blackmore, Long handed 
him a key and requested Blackmore to open 
a trunk that was at the foot of the bed and 
take out a small buckskin sack that he would 
find there. Blackmore complied, but in 
searching for the sack, he was amazed to 
discover, partly exposed, what appeared to 
be a large bar of gold, weighing about one 
hundred pounds troy. He did not betray 
any signs of having discovered the valuable 
contents of the trunk other than changing 


19 
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his attitude toward the sick man. The man 
with a fortune in his trunk was of more 
importance to him than the man who could 
not pay his rent. 

After receiving the sack from Blackmore, 
Long removed several small articles before 
he finally took out a small parcel tied up in 
brown paper. This parcel contained about 
two ounces of fine gold; this he gave to 
Blackmore with the request that he have it 
weighed and exchanged for cash, after which 
he could deduct the amount due him for 
rent and return the balance to Long on the 
following day. 

Blackmore, with servile politeness, said 
that he would be pleased to accommodate 
him and left in order to execute his commis- 
sion. The next day when he called to give 
Long the receipt for the rent and the balance 
due him from the sale of the gold, he found 
-Long apparently much weaker than on the 
previous day. He was gasping for breath 
and seemingly in great pain. He motioned 
to the attendant to give him some medicine 
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that was on a table near the bed. The 
medicine seemed to greatly revive him, but 
he imploringly asked Blackmore to remain 
with him, as he realized that he had but a 
short time to live and might not last until 
the return of Thompson. 

After lying in a seeming stupor for about 
fifteen minutes he seemed to regain strength 
enough to motion for Blackmore to come to 
the bedside, which he did. Long, in a faint, 
gasping voice, told him that before he died 
he had a confession to make, and also wanted 
to make restitution to one that he felt that 
he had wronged. Long now dismissed the 
attendant, telling him that he need not 
return for two hours. 

After the attendant had left, Long asked 
Blackmore if he could be trusted with a 
criminal confession and the custody of a 
fortune. The thought of wealth to be placed 
in his keeping caused Blackmore to eagerly 
promise anything that the sick man might 
ask. 

After receiving Blackmore’s promise to do 


292 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


anything in his power to relieve his mental 
worry, Long told him that in order to justify 
his action in the terrible events that he wanted 
to speak of, he would have to go into details 
and would consume considerable time in 
explaining how he came into possession of 
the wealth that belonged to another party. 

Blackmore told him to spare no details, 
as he would have to hear the full story in 
order to be able to do his duty to the 
commission he was about to be entrusted 
with. 

Long began his confession by telling Black- 
more that he and two other men, named 
Allen and Snow, respectively, had been em- 
ployed as miners in Nevada. ‘‘There was 
a very rich vein of free gold in the mine in 
which we worked; this aroused our cupidity 
and we entered into a conspiracy and formed 
a partnership for stealing this rich ore by what 
is called ‘high grading.’ This is accomplished 
in various ways. The miners when leaving 
the mine have to exchange their digging 
clothes for their every-day clothes, also to 
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submit to a thorough searching before leav- 
ing the mine; this is all done in what is called 
‘the changing room.’ In spite of all these 
precautions the miners succeed in carrying 
considerable gold from the mine. This is 
accomplished by secreting the gold in small 
hoies bored in their candle-sticks, or by having 
double bottoms or sides in their dinner 
buckets, enabling them to secrete the gold 
in the space between. Sometimes they would 
put gold nuggets in the last car of waste that 
would leave the mine previous to their going 
off shift; this would be thrown over the 
dump and the miners would sort out the 
nugget later. The best results were obtained 
by having the mine blacksmith in with the 
conspirators. He would hollow out the 
steels, such as gads, drills, scrapers and picks;. 
these tools he would send down into the 
mine at certain times agreed upon; the 
miners would dull the tools and fill the 
hollows with ‘high grades,’ then return the 
tools to be sharpened. The blacksmith 
would then take out the gold at his earliest 
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opportunity and re-sharpen the tools and the 
operation would be repeated. 

“While my partners and I did not use 
the blacksmith in our operations, we managed 
to average about two hundred and fifty 
dollars a day between us. Of course the 
gold was not entirely pure, but contained 
some quartz. 

“The partnership had existed about six 
weeks when I was seriously injured by a 
premature blast. At the hospital it was dis- 
covered that in addition to a fractured arm 
and rib, I had sustained internal injuries 
from which it was doubtful that I would 
recover. 

“About six weeks after, while I was con- 
valescing, Allen, who had called quite often 
to see how I was progressing, told me that 
inasmuch as I was unable to assist in the 
high grading, he and Snow had decided that 
it was only fair that our partnership should 
end, and that I could only expect a share of 
the gold smuggled out of the mine up until 
the time of the accident. I protested against 
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this, but as I was in such a feeble condition, 
I had to appear to agree, but made up my 
mind that if I recovered, I would try and 
recover that which I thought was justly my 
due. 

“Shortly after this conversation with Allen, 
I became acquainted with Mr. Thompson, 
who was in the hospital convalescing from a 
pistol wound that he said he had received 
in a friendly game of poker, in which he had 
been accused of doing something a little 
irregular—simply holding six cards. He had 
an extra card in his hand that he had absent- 
mindedly taken from his sleeve and had 
failed to discard one from his hand. With- 
out giving him a chance to remedy this little 
oversight, an ill and hasty-tempered individ- 
ual protested against this monopoly of cards 
on the part of Thompson, and emphasized 
his objection by playfully trying to shoot 
the cards out of his hands. At least, that 1s 
what he supposed that he was trying to do, 
for he shot six times, but he said that he 
never saw such a poor marksman, for after 
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the first shot, Thompson sprang from the 
table and made a bece-line for the door, hold- 
ing both hands above his head; one of them 
still retained the cards. The poor shot came 
closer to his head than his hands and one 
of the shots took effect in his shoulder. 

“As we became more intimate and I was 
gaining strength so slowly, I was unable to 
watch the movements of my former asso- 
ciates, so I decided to make a confidant of 
Thompson and obtain his assistance. I told 
him of what I called my unjust treatment 
and of my desire to get even. In exchange 
for his co-operation I agreed to divide equally 
with him what gold we might obtain in try- 
ing to get possession of my share. I now 
told Thompson that in order to watch the 
movements of Allen and Snow, he would 
have to obtain employment in the same 
mine that they were working in. 

“Thompson secured a position in the mine 
and after he had been working about three 
months he reported to me that Allen and 
Snow had drawr their time and were pre- 
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paring to leave the camp. Although I was 
not supposed to leave the hospital for two 
weeks more, I put aside all fear of ill results 
when I heard of this proposed flight. 

“T had Thompson buy two good saddle 
horses, with all equipment for a long chase, 
part of the outfit consisted of two guns, 
which I thought would be of use in our efforts 
to adjust matters. ‘Thompson, by spying, had 
discovered that Allen and Snow were separating 
the quartz from the gold in the stolen ore and 
were making the gold into one large bar. 

“He also discovered that they had pur- 
chased two saddle horses and one pack 
animal for their journey, instead of leaving on 
the regular stage; their intention was to go 
to Las Vegas and to take the train from 
there. 

“T did not deem it advisable to let them 
know that I had left the hospital, so had kept 
myself in seclusion while Thompson was 
picking up the information. It was on the 
third day after I had left the hospital that 
Thompson, in his reconnaissance, saw con- 
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siderable activity in the Allen camp; they 
had evidently completed the conversion of 
the gold into a solid bar and were preparing 
to leave. We made hasty preparation for 
the chase and when they left the camp we 
were not far behind. I was perfectly familiar 
with the country through which they would 
have to pass and made my plans accordingly. 
With the aid of a powerful field glass we were 
enabled to keep our quarry in sight and still 
keep a long distance in the rear. 

“Tt was on the second night out, and one 
day’s journey from Las Vegas, when Allen 
and Snow arrived at the last watering place 
that they would pass before arriving at Las 
Vegas. After they had made their camp for 
the night, and sufficient time had elapsed 
for them to have gone to sleep, we carefully 
approached their camp and judging from the 
tranquil appearance of the camp, we decided 
that the time for decisive action had arrived 
and we crept quietly to the side of the sleep- 
ing men. I immediately covered them both, 
with a revolver in each hand, while Thompson, 
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holding a revolver in one hand, proceeded to 
remove the guns from beside the sleeping 
men. After accomplishing this he reached 
under the saddle that served Allen for a 
pillow and without awakening him, withdrew 
what he supposed to be the treasure sack. 
Upon examination his judgment was verified, 
so after removing the gold and guns to a 
distance, I called loudly to awaken Allen 
and Snow and told them to get up and to 
throw up their hands. The men, thus rudely 
awakened, reached for the place where they 
had laid their guns, but not finding them and 
noticing the belligerent attitude of Thompson 
and myself, they complied with my demand 
without further hesitation; ordering them 
to stand a few feet away from the bed I 
proceeded to tie them hand and foot, while 
Thompson kept them covered with his 
gun. 

“The water which made this place the 
only camping ground where passing teamsters 
could stop, flowed from an old, abandoned 
tunnel near the road. Thompson and I 
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carried the men into this tunnel. I pro- 
ceeded to tell them that I was sorry that I 
was compelled to take such drastic measures 
to secure my share, as per our agreement, 
but that it was not my intention to rob them, 
as they had tried to do to me; but as they 
had acted so unfairly in the past, I was going 
to take charge of the company’s affairs and 
divide as we had formerly agreed; but through 
their greed they had added an extra expense, 
for in order to properly adjust matters, I had 
been compelled to add another member to 
the firm, in the person of Mr. Thompson. 
“Their action in converting the gold into 
one solid bar would cause a delay in the 
settlement, for I would have to take the 
bar and sell it, after which I would deposit 
their share in a bank, the name and location 
of which I would inform them by letter which 
I would address to them at Las Vegas. I 
also told them that I was not putting my 
proposition before them with the expecta- 
tion of their advice, for I was the sole arbi- 
trator, but I wished them to know that 
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it was through their cupidity that I was 
acting in this manner. 

“T then told them that we proposed to 
leave them securely bound so that they 
could not escape and interfere with our 
plans, but we would leave food and water 
within reach; this would enable them to 
exist until they were liberated by passing 
teamsters, who were sure to pass in the next 
two or three days. As we proposed to leave 
at daylight, this would give us plenty of 
time to execute our plans. 

“Thompson went to attend to all of the 
horses and I carried the belongings of Allen and 
Snow into the tunnel, after which I started to 
prepare us something to eat, for we had not 
eaten since noon and it was now ten o’clock. 

“An hour later Thompson had not re- 
turned, for Allen and Snow had not staked 
their horses, but hobbled them, and in their 
browsing they had wandered a long distance 
from the camp, which caused Thompson to 
be a long time in catching them. I had 
supper ready and was stooping to get a cup 
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of water, when I heard a shot and a bullet 
whizzed past my head. Drawing my gun, 
I whirled around and saw Allen and Snow 
rushing toward me. I fired at the foremost 
man, which was Allen, who fell to the ground. 
Snow immediately returned my shot, but 
missed. I fired and killed him instantly. 
Allen was not dead, but was groaning and 
gasping for breath. Upon examining the 
wound I found that the bullet had entered 
his left breast and passed through the body, 
coming out below the left shoulder. It was 
plainly to be seen that he had but a few 
minutes to live. I gave him some brandy 
from a flask that I had in my pocket; it 
revived him for a few minutes and he was 
able to speak. He said that he did not 
blame me for what I had done, but realized 
that he would not last long, but made me 
promise that after I had sold the gold I would 
send or take his share to his daughter, who 
was so soon to become an orphan. His 
daughter, Lily, was fourteen years of age, 
and lived in a village called Tayson, N. J., 
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in care of a family named Barnes. I had 
no sooner given the promise than I heard 
the rumbling of a wagon, seemingly quite 
a distance away. 

“T knew that.it would not do for me to 
be caught in such a suspicious position, so 
I was relieved to see Thompson return at 
this time. We hastily threw the meal that 
I had cooked into a sack and while I was 
saddling the horses, Thompson went after 
the pack horse that had belonged to Allen 
and Snow. It was staked nearby and when 
he returned we immediately loaded it with 
the precious contents of the sack, which we 
had secured at such an enormous sacrifice. 
We hid the bodies further back in the tunnel, 
where they would be less likely to be found 
at once. All being in readiness, we imme- 
diately started on our flight. 

‘We avoided Las Vegas, for we knew that 
if the killing was discovered, we would be in 
danger of arrest. By taking a circuitous 
route, it was some time before we reached 
the borders of Arizona. 
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“From papers we had seen on the way, 
we saw an account of the discovery of the 
bodies and knew of the search that was 
being made in trying to apprehend the sup- 
posed murderers. These reports caused us 
to be afraid of trying to dispose of the gold; 
and as we knew that the trains would be 
closely watched, we did not care to take any 
chance by riding on them. We traveled on 
horseback, trading our horses from time to 
time, thus obtaining fresh mounts; but in 
traveling in this manner our progress was 
slow and we had been on the road three 
months when we rented this house from you. 

“What with leaving the hospital too soon 
and the worry and fatigue of the trip, I was 
completely worn out and it was in the hope 
of regaining strength that we stopped here, 
for I was anxious to sell the gold and fulfill 
my promise to the dying Allen. I am now 
convinced that my hours are numbered and 
I would like to see my promise fulfilled before 
T die.” 

The relating of this long story had fatigued 
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Long, but after a short rest he proposed that 
Blackmore bore into the bar and secure a 
sample of the gold, also to have the sample 
assayed to ascertain the value, and weigh 
the bar and sell it for what it was worth. 
He then requested that after selling the gold, 
Blackmore would send half of the value to 
Allen’s daughter Lily, less two thousand 
dollars, which he might keep for his trouble 
in the matter, and give the other half to 
Thompson. Long said that he had not 
spoken to his partner about this plan, but 
he was sure that Thompson would have no 
objection. He acked Blackmore to bring 
tools for filing or boring the gold, also scales 
with which to weigh the bar. As his condi- 
tion was so low Long requested him to be 
sure and come the following evening, when 
Thompson would be sure to be there. 

Blackmore, seeing the certainty of making 
two thousand dollars, and with everything 
in his own hands, no doubt expected to make 
more, so he readily agreed to do as Long 
requested. 

20 
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He was at the cottage shortly after dark 
and brought the tools and scales in a light 
wagon. 

In the meantime, Thompson had arrived; 
he told Blackmore that the arrangement 
was satisfactory to him. Long seemed much 
weaker than on the previous day, and was 
anxious to have everything completed as 
soon as possible, so without further delay 
the gold was produced and Blackmore was 
told to bore into different places; also to 
use his own judgment as to where he took 
the samples from. The metal that came from 
the borings was caught on a piece of paper 
that was spread for the purpose. Blackmore 
bored six holes, after which Thompson held 
a small sack into which they poured the 
filings. 

Just as they had poured in the last of the 
samples, Long gave a faint shriek and began 
to clutch at his throat. Blackmore turned 
quickly toward the bed; as he did so Thomp- 
son instantly substituted another sack of the 
same appearance as the one that Blackmore 
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had just filled. The sack that Thompson 
had substituted contained the same amount 
of gold dust that the former did of filings 
from the bar. Concealing in his hand the 
sack that he had abstracted, Thompson 
rushed to the table and proceeded to pour 
some medicine from a bottle that was on the 
table; this he gave to Long, who seemed to 
derive immediate benefit from it. While he 
was giving the medicine to Long, Thompson 
pointed to the sack and told Blackmore to 
put it in his pocket. 

Blackmore did so and when Long, seemingly 
much benefited by the medicine, was resting 
quietly, Blackmore weighed the bar of gold. 
It weighed one hundred and eight pounds 
troy. 

Blackmore now departed, promising to 
return as soon as he had ascertained the 
value of the gold. 

It was two days before he accomplished 
this. When he called to state the result 
of his investigation, Long told him that 
Thompson had just stepped out. Blackmore 
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told Long that he had received returns from 
the assayer and seemed to be greatly excited 
and anxious to know how soon Thompson 
would return. A few minutes later Thomp- 
son returned and he seemed to be greatly 
excited. He called Blackmore to one side 
and took a paper from his pocket that he 
said he had just removed from a prominent 
place in the city. This notice was a reward 
of two hundred and fifty dollars for informa- 
tion that would lead to the arrest and con- 
viction of the parties that had murdered 
the men found in the tunnel in Nevada. 
Blackmore now told Thompson that he 
also had seen a notice like it, but had been 
afraid to tell Long about it. Thompson told 
Blackmore that although he had not been 
implicated in the murders, he was afraid 
of being arrested and that he would be willing 
to sacrifice a large portion of his share of the 
gold if he could get cash for the balance, 
for he would then be able to leave the country 
and have enough to start him in business 
in some place where he was not known. 
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He would be willing to take ten thousand 
dollars, if he could get it at once in cash; 
and as Long could not live more than a day 
or two, it would be useless to inform him 
that the crime was known in the city. 

If Blackmore would buy his equity in the 
bar, he would depart at once. After which 
Blackmore could arrange matters to suit 
Long. Blackmore had discovered that the 
bar was worth about thirty-five thousand 
dollars, and as matters had now adjusted 
themselves, he would only have to pay the 
ten thousand dollars that he was to pay 
Thompson. | 

He accepted Thompson’s offer, knowing 
that Long was in no position to protect his 
own interest; and as the gold bar was to be 
in his possession, he felt safe in promising to 
obtain the money that night. 

Blackmore now departed, but soon re- 
turned with the cash, as Thompson said that 
he could not use a check. Thompson then 
told Long that he had just heard from his 
home, that his mother was very ill and that 


310 The Destruction of Mephisto’s Web 


if he wished to see her alive he would have 
to go at once; being that he could be of no 
use and could do no good by staying, he 
would start at once. The kind Mr. Black- 
more would look after Long and also see that 
the money was sent to Lily. 

Long said that he would have liked Thomp- 
son to have stayed with him until the end, 
but it would be selfish on his part to keep 
him away from his dying mother. Having 
perfect confidence in Mr. Blackmore, he 
consented to Thompson’s departure. 

It was not long before Thompson left, 
but before leaving he hunted up the attend- 
ant that had been looking after Long and 
left Long in his charge. 

Blackmore now put the bar of gold in his 
wagon and drove away, promising to call 
the next morning and draw up the papers 
regarding the transfer, also to attend to the 
forwarding of the money to Lily Allen. 

Shortly after his departure, Long dis- 
missed his attendant, telling him that as 
he was feeling so much better, he would not 
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need him. The man had barely departed, 
when Long suddenly recovered from his 
feigned sickness, saddled his horse and joined 
his partner at a place previously agreed on, 
a few miles out of town. 

The next day Blackmore discovered the 
fraud that had been perpetrated upon him. 
The supposed gold bar was nothing but a 
bar of copper, instead of his dream of addi- 
tional wealth being realized, his bank account 
had depreciated to the tune of ten thousand 
dollars, for when he tried to dispose of the 
gold his vision of wealth was dispelled when 
the assayer informed him of the worthlessness 
of his purchase. 

This discovery came too late for him to 
recover his money, for the perpetrators of 
the fraud were beyond his reach. 

Blackmore was another added to the list 
of victims that had been swindled by the 
Gold Brick Game. 

Reader, although the loser in this particular 
case had been selected on account of his being 
specially endowed with the traits of character 
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best suited for the purpose of the bunco men, 
others of more honorable and less grasping 
nature are very liable to be caught in a trap 
that is so carefully and cunningly baited. 

Note the consummate acting, the clever- 
ness displayed by the confidence men; the 
elaborate detail of their story, with just 
enough romance to attract and hold the 
attention of the prospective victim; their 
ingenuity in forming his acquaintance, even 
to renting his house and delaying the pay- 
ment of the rent so as to introduce the gold 
to his notice and arouse his cupidity; the 
ruse employed to enable Thompson to sub- 
stitute the genuine gold for the copper filings; 
the notice of reward, posted by the con- 
spirator himself, to furnish an excuse for a 
sudden flight, no little detail necessary to 
their ultimate success being overlooked ;—all 
requiring a superior quality of intellect and 
perseverance that, if applied to legitimate 
channels, would place the possessor of these 
attainments on the highest pinnacle of social 
and financial success; but by wasting their 
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talents in acquiring money in such an under- 
handed way is. productive of nothing but 
ultimate ruin and disgrace. When the aver- 
age man is pitted against men of this mental 
caliber, it is not surprising that so many are 
so easily swindled. After reading this ex- 
posé, the reader should be able to not only 
protect himself, but to save others who 
might be tempted to enter into any of the 
many ‘Gold Brick Schemes.” 


THE END. 
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